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Lectures #7F

Ome cannot just generalize aboul women in Islam since it

make a differgnce to the Moslemn woman whether the dominant

religious philosophy is one of extreme fundamental ism that shuns i

all modernity and strives to reinstate & way of life identical in

Pts detaills to what s believed to have within the firast

amic community, o is one of liberalism that belisves i3 to be
within the true spivit of Tslam, a8 revealed in dthe Quwr'an and in
the traditions of the prophet, to wbilize reasoning to arrive ab

the most switable rules of conduct and of legislation to meet the

ever changing conditions of socistyv.

Lam, unlid ke obher magjor religions,

the day 1 clavy
atalrs of the community from family relations to governmant.
there is mo such thing & separation of chweh and state in
Teld s,
thus, ITsalam has somsthing to say about every detail of Life,
wyvan down to modest behaviow and dress and manners.,

ciring Mubammed®s Lifetime, as leswrss or guestions appeared

gdemanding guidance amnd resclution from an Islamic prespsotive,

PeEE wWere provided directly by the prophet or thro divinely

raveal @l statemsnts which he communiceted.

divinely revealed statements constitute the Bur®an, whkioch




ig the incontestable word of God te the Moslims.
the word Islam simply means submission, meaning submission to

Aallah.
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the Gur®an was revealed over 23 yvears of Mubammad®s life
beginning in 618 in the month of "Ramadan” which is now the

Islamic month of fasting.

I the Guran doee not speak about a situwation, then there are
other souwweces of help.
the Hadith or Sunna of the prophet is next to the Bur’an in
importance.
these are sayings and acts of the prophet which people can
emul ate.
the development of the hadith was gradual and by the end of
the Jrd Islamic cent. (c. 258 CE) there were 6 reliable
ﬁollectimmgn
if no answer can be found in the sunma or the Sw*an, then one

tuwrns to precedent of the community.

God created Adam from mud and clay and his mate {(she is not
named in the Gui-'an) was created from Adam™s seld or soul afber

God had breathed into it his spirit.

Verily we created man of potters® clays of black mud altered"
and (remember) when thy Lord said unto the angels: So! I am
creating & (human!? out of potters’s clay of black mud altered.
S0, when I hjave mad him and have breathed into him my spirit,
do ye (the angels) fx1l down prostrating vourselves unto him.”
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hence

the opening of Swak IV entitled "women" speaks of the creation
of woman frem the first being.

"0 mankind! THe careful of vour duty to your Lord Who created vou
from a single soul {or beingl) and from it created its mate (the
word e "zwag" o one of a couple) and from them twain spread
abroad a multitude of men and women. RBe careful of vouwr duty
toward Allakh to Whom Ye claim {(vour rights) of one another and
towards the wombs (that bare wou (IVILD)

e Adam and his “"mate’

o=

shar$e the same fate. they are
placed in the Garden at the same time and given the same things
to enjoy.
they both are tempted and eat of the "tree of knowledge and
immorrtality® and are exnpelled together.
Z pp [/r'/
i fact it is Adam to whom Iblis” speaks about esting from the

trese.

the result was they both ate and were sent from the garden

with the Lord saying: &4 down hence, both of vouw, one of vou a

fae unto the other.

once on earth, they are told to be virtuous, righteocus, and
Feverant and are promised the same judgement after life with
paradise or hell dependiﬂglon their good and bad deeds on earth.
"and whoso doeth good deeds, whether male or female and he is

a believer——such will enter paradise. . . a5 124

There is nothing in the Guwan that hints in any way that
TEve® had tempted Adam and that she was partly responsible for
the +all from grace

in fact, it is Gdam who is usually refered to as the one who
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had forgotten the covenant with God.

It ié said that some of the women in the early Islamic commuity
ware ardent feminists and asked the prophet why in the Bur’an God
always addressed men and never the women?

the legend goes that God recognized the validity of her

question and after that revelations were addiressed to both.

altho the man and woman are trested as morally equal, yet within
the societal framework the woman is placed ﬁn@ degree lower than
thie man.

the islamic family is a'patriarchal institution where the man
im recognized head but where the woman is the eggéﬁtial partner

whom the man must provide for and protect.

Thare are two refeences in the Gur?an that are interpreted to
mean that the woman is not exactly at the same level as the man.
the first iz in the swrah of the cow, which spzaks of what

divorced women sre enjoined to do:

women who are divorced shall wait, keeping themselves apart,
three {monthly) cowses. and it is not lawful for them that they
should conceal that which allah hath created in their wombs if
they are believers in allaklk and the lLast Day. and her husband
would do better to trake her back in the case if they desire &
Faconciliation. and they (the women) have righte similar to
thoee {(of mern) over them in kindness, and men are a dearee above
them. Allah ie Mighhty, wise (21228)

the cther Guw?anic surah refers tc men as being in charge of
woman ., and to cbedience and discretion asz the qualities of s
gooel WOmEarn .
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Men are the maintairners of women with what Allab has made some of
them to excel others, and with what they spend out of their
wealth., so the good women are obedient, guarding in secret that
which Allah has guarded. and f{as tp) those on whose part you
fear desgrtion, admonish them and leave them alone in their beds
and chastise them. sc if¥ they chey yvou, seek not a way against
them,. (30354}

gifnce men are in charge of women and are family providers then
women don®t nesd as much wealth as men.

thus islamic inheritence laws treat the woman as half & mans

"allah chargeth you concerning the provision for your children:

to the male the eguivalent of the portion of tws females" (45ll)

Muhammad’s wives

there are two of Muhammad’s wives who are very important.

one is khadiia his first wife and first convert. the other is

a favorite yvoung wife he took afisr Ehadija’s death.

laisha

One of the Hadith record that Ehadija was a merchant and woman
of great honor and wealth.

she hired Muhammad to go to Syria to trade for her.

she ended up developing speicall feelings for him and proposed
teo him.

thus Muhammad went to her family and asked for her hand and

dhen Mubhammad had hie firgt revelation it was khadija who

2 ; ¢ 5 , s Y ; Ly
enfolded him till his terror subsided and who said it was of God.

ghe went with him to & cousin who was a Christian to who
Mubammad revealed what had happened.
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the cousin is reported to have said: I wish I were voungeri: I
wihe I could be alive when vouw people will send yvou away. .°

Hhadija was the first teo believe and Muhammad is alwaves
mentioning her along with the Virgin Mary, his daughter Fatma and

Asia, Fharoh s wife, as the best women in both worlds (heasven and

carth)

Muhammad did not have any other wives until Khadijas death but
they married 4 others, of whom Aisha was the favorite.

she was only & when when she was promised to Mahammad.

she was 18 when Muhammad died and became the leading authority
on the sayings and acts of the prophet and her house became a
center of learning for Moslims seeking knowledge and guidance
concerning Islamic law and practices.

she hecame very active peolitically and there is a hint that
.ahe was instrumental in prventing Ali, the son—-in-law of
Mubammad, (Lo whom the-Shitea lock ss the legitimate heir) from
becoming kKhalif after the prophets death.

despite her sen and age she travelled to Irag, raised and 1ed
an army against "ALL.

it is after she had lust the battle and had been captured that
she abandoned her political activities and lived the rest of her

days away from the limelight.

LR
In pre-islamic Arabias, a new baby givl was and undisirable

Happening.
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men wWernt to war and were killed and thus the increase in ratic
of females ta males meanlt a heavier burden on the male providers.
a gruesome custom took care of thati if uwwanted, a new-born

balby girl is bwied alive and leftt to die.

the protective attitude towards the female is in many Buw anic
varses and hadith. ;
in several verses, God, thru Mehammad, forbsde the custom.
wuw w o« o They are losers indeed who kill their {(femals)
children foolishely withoult knowledge, and forbid that which

Allah has provided for them. . they inded have gone astray and

are not guided." (&8 148-141)

=3 N }

and wher if one receives tiding of the birth of a deughter, his

fare becomes darkened and ke is full of ifmward weath. he hides

himsel f froam the people because of the evil of that wherecot he
has had tidings, {asking himeself)r shall he kesp it in contempi,
o bkury it {alive) benesth the dust. wverily evil is their

judgsment. " (l1&558-5%)

Iglam does not have anything to say about
the practice. even tho it is widespread in Egypt., it does oot
seem tao have Islamic arigins.

We find that it is unkrnown in Saudi Arabis, the birthplace of

Islam, in Iraqg, Iram and in & number of other Islamic countries.
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pn the other harnd it is practiced widely in Egypt among boht

Muslims and Christians.

Islam does not ignore menstruation as it is referred to once
in the Guw ' an and numerous times in the Hadith, particularly in
relation to praver, and pilgrimage to Mecca, two of the five
pillars of Islam.

Mernstrual discharge itself is considered, like other bodily
wastes, uncleant however, the menstrual state is not considersd
in any way defiling or degrading to the woman.

There is & great deal of emphasis on cleanliness in Islam.

the 74th chapter of the Bw"an is devoted to it.

there is much ritual prepartion for praver which must be
par{ormed.

in the Hadith there is & lack of puritamism and relaxed
attitude toward seruality and bodily functions.

"Aisha features large imn the hadith answering guestions raised
iy both men and women very frankly.

many of the ideas of cleanlinegss are what Aisha bad described
as the practices of Muhammad, to what he had advised her aor
others to practice, or te what her own opinion on the subject
Was.,

fisha s statements were answeres to guestions posed to her,
and are the best souwrce on the Prophet®s intimate 1ife.

she discussed how she and Muhammad went through post-coital
washing and what his behaviouwr and injunctions were in relation
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to menstruation, prayver, pilgrimage and the teaching of the

a

Gur ™ an.
since menstruation is & continuing condition, the menstruating
woman is exempted altogether from praver.

lwhen the period is over, she can wash and resume her prayers.

a mensturating woman is also exempted from fasting and from
the jajor ritual in pilgrimage, the circling of the Ea“ba in
Mecca.

yet she is not prevented $rom holding the Qur an or touching
other objects relating to religious ritual, a proot that she is
not considered unholy because of menstruation.

there is more than one hadith that refers L Muhammad as saying

that na Muslim cean be considered impure, unholy.

"Om Salma (one of the wives of the prophet) said: "whign I was
gitting with the Frophet T began o menstruate, so I shtole awsy
artel took my menstruation outfit.” He said: "Are vou

menstruating?" I said "yes". He invited me to jein him and 1

sat down whtih him."

“Aisha said:"He (the praphet) uded to embrace me when 1 was

menstruating and he used to have me wash his hair when

W

menstruating. " -

Taigha said: that "the prophet used to put his head on my lap and
read the Bur®an when I was menstruating.
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& menstruating woman is axempted firoam the fast which requires
tmfal akstinence and no intake of food o water from the break of
dawn te sunset during the month of Ramadan.

she is exempta& along with the pregnant woman, the nursing
mother, the sick the old and a person on an srdous journey.

they should observe the fast latar, if the reason is

temporary, or if unable, feesed a poor person.

sexuality is treated as one of the good things to be enjoyed.
in the Gur'a muslims are encowaged to marry, enjoy their
spouses, and procreate.
the man had more rights that the woman &s he was allcowed to

marry wp to 4 wives.

there is neither guilt nor sinfulness attached to sexual activity
sxzept that it should not take any other form than the
heterosexrual and should not be didruptive of the imporiant
imstitution of marriage and family.

thue homoseruality, sodomy, avto-erocticism, etc. are highly
disapproved.

there are strong sanctions against adultry for both men and
WHCHTIET w

the purnishement for adulters in the Guw an is flogging.
stoning is nowhere mentioned as an appropriate punishment and was
nat practiced in Muhanmad®s lifetime.

14
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accusing a Maslim of adultry is not easy as it takes four
eyé—witmegses 50 to accuse a woman w/o the witnesses is strangly
condemned in the Gwan and severe punishment of the accuser.

a husband who accuses his wife of adultery must swear 3 times
that he is telling the truth, but should she alsc swear that the

accusation is false, it is her word that prevails.

divorce the Sur®an does not exclude the woman trom axercising the

same righte of divorce as the man but later schools of law put

A BQuwrtan verse states:

ard i€ vou fear a breach betwegn the two then appoint a judge
from his people and a judge from her peopled i+ they hoth dezire
agreemert, allah will affect harmony between them. 1. . {4135

"and if they separate, allah will render them both free from want
ouwt of his plentitude. . "4 1500

many verses in the Gur’an and Hadith exhibit a great deal of
protectiveness towards women and speak of the reciprocal rights
of men and women.

" my people, you have certain rights over your wives and so
fave vour wives over you. théy are the trust of Allah in your
hands. =0 yvou must treat them with all kindness. t

a number of verses in the GBuan ask men to deal with their

divorced wives kindly and genstrously.




there is neothing explicit in the fur®an about the veil.

women from among the belivers are asked to dress decently, not

to display their ornaments and to cover their bosoms with their
headdress (241319

most sources agree that the vell was & later addition to
Islamic‘gmci@ty ard was used as a mark of scocial class.

wamen entered mosques, acording to some Hadith, w/o veils and
they were ordered not to use anvi veils during pilgrimage.

Fregonanzy and Motherhood

|8
i

women are basically seen in Islam as wifte and mother.
a divoreced lactating mother is to suchkle their children for
two whole vears, and their mairntainence and clothing must be

borne by the father.

arn often quoted hadith speaks of Muhammad as saying:
"Faradise is at the feet of the mothers."
in several Guranic verses, kiod demands kindness and

consideration to parents and particularly mothers.

a mothers milk is treated like a life—giving substance.
children, unrelated by blood, who have begn nursed by the same
woman, are called "milk" sybklings. the same incest taboos apply
to "milk" brothers and sisters as apply to real brothers and

sicstEers.
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Women aﬁL@E Muhammad

Ehas, women’s lot improved a great desl under Islam and QUring
Mubammad™ s time women were allowsd to pravy in mosgues and there
ie evidence that in the sarly centuries there were convents of
Islamic women.

religious education was open to womern and the first centureis
developed female scholars and sainte.
the rapid dissclution of Gur*anic rights after Muhammad's death
enders the effectiveness of the Prophet’s reforms even during

hig lifetime guestionabkle, and the bottom line in the Bur?an

itself is that males have power over females.

the centuries following the Frophet’s death brought & decline in
women®s status.

conservative scholars designate the period from the igth to
the 14th cent. as the sra when Muslim women®s freedom finally
slipped away. the main causes ware

1. Misogynism of the areas oulside Arabia into which Islam

spregdu

2. the totally male dominance of Muslim authority, and

-

Ieodnfluence of the traditions about the Prophet (hadith?

Fersian poetry, for instance, later depicts women as erotic and

enpty-headed, thisis probably due as much to pre-islamic
influence as to anything strictly Muslim.

12
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the hadith was not genarated apart $from the increasingly sexist
spciety.
it becme increasingly misogynistic, reading back onto the
Frophet the prejudices of later times. and thereby sanctioning
them.
the major collections of traditions stem from the 9th cent and
contain such unlikely stories as that 1) Muhammad by special
vision, perceived that the majority of those in the fir (hell)
ArE WOMEN
2. lthe praphet sdid that were idolatry not forbidden, he
would order a wite to bow down to her hushand as he enters her,
hecause it is then that God’s grace is upon hers and
Z Mubammad said that_a woman carmnot realize the intenszse jov

of faith until she submits ta her husband physically.

the upshot of these and other causal factors was that in
practice, Islam soun‘revmhed the rights granted women in the
- ® &t

close to these diminuation of rights was the Muslim woman®s
valling and Furdah (seclusion), which kept & woman solely
dependent on male control and support, because thesge removed
her completely from the public Fealm, under threat of scorn and
character assasination. -

beravse of purdah women no longer could frequent mosgues, and
since the mosques were cultural and educational centers, as well

as religious foci, women soon became completely marginal

14




culturally.

religiously, women's seclusion meant that they had little
insgtruction in their faith or encodwragement to fulfill its
guties. . therefore, Musliom women generally became woefully

superstititious or uninterested.

one survey in the 17538 found that 944 of Islam’s velled women

Vneither prayed nor performed theivr other obligatory religious

duties.

by 5 centwies afte- the prophets death women were again
chattle——property of her father until purchased by a hushand,
whose control over her was asbsolute.

in effect, most of her Burfanic rights had dissappeared.

she no longer had any say in who she married and %atheré
married their daughters off to gain & bride gift.

there was a retuwrn to the pre—Islamic custom of marrving them
GF$'a5 childr&ﬁ and once sold, the wife was so totally under her
lhusband = contraol that she cowld be imprisoned for withholding
chedience to him, a practice that c&ntinued i Egypt into the

19787 and still continues in Irarn.

Women®s right to inherit was circumvented by a device called waaf

"rreligious endowment”, & family would list those who were to

share in its estate, leasving daughters unmentloned.

divorce was now only a male perogative with no coocling off

15




pericd. a husband need only say I divorce yvou® three times.

the fuwr’an saic 4 witnesses were nesded to charge adultery, the
traditionalists would consider a wife guilty of this charge on

the basis of her husband’s swearing to it 4 times.

child custody cases were exclusively decided in favor of the
father and women who did not produce a male heir would be

divarced.

a Temale’s role was to be docile as & daughter, submissive as &
wite, prolific in bearing children, strong as a mother—in-—-1aw,

M daoting as a grandmother, supportive as an aunt.

'har key role, however,. was as an "envelope for conception'——above
all the conception of sons.

most Muslim women were referred ta as X mother of Y. no
wonder menopause was spoken of as the age of despair.

the female role was as an instrumentality.

felklore said that the dominant parent determined an embryo’™s
s@M, To be the father of girls undermined a man®s virility.
for these and many cother reasons, then, at the birth of a

little girl "the threshold of a house weeps for forty days.”

R ingratitude and infidelity to Allah were cardinal sins for males,
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the striking aspect of these testimoinies was that women were
thought condemned, neot for their failures vis a vis Allsh., but
foar their fesilures vis a vis their husbands.

in & religion horrifies of idolatry this indicates and

extraordinary degree of bhlindness——or male presumptian.

later Islam made a woman’s fasting contingent on her husband™s
permiasimn and a woman®s failwe to get it resulted in her being
shot and killed.

women predominate in the Fire because they lack sufficient
intellignece to be saved.

all this is & far cry from the gurans insistence on the
personal responsibility for salvation or damnation.

4

moreover, those women that are saved are mainly devoted mothers.

"Her child shall drag her on the day of resuwrrection by his
navel cord into the Gardern.

their fulfillment, in contrast to males, is seldom described
beyvonid asswrances that they will be with their children and

husbands, to whom they will still be submissive.

inm contirast the males heaven consisted of the garden with coml
breszes, palm trees, flowing streams and abundant food and dringh
as well as dark-esved buxom virgins, with flesh so tranéparﬁht
that it reveals the marrow of their bones.

in addition to his garthly wives, sach man will have seventy
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such huwr, who are net only beavtiful, but never sichk,
menstruating, pregnant (but if he wishes, whe will have his child
in a&n hour), bad tempered, or jealous.

since heavenly virility will be one hundred times that of
warth, he will be able to deflower 1§8% each month, and find esach

resewn virgin when he retwns Lo her.

there is a little fear in thske projections because accounts of
the end speak of 2arthguakes, floods, husbands cbeying wives, men
woarking for women, andwomen cutnumbering men 38 to 1, "resuwliing
i great increase in igrnorance.”

masculine desire for women as objects of pleaswe therefore,
runs against a gnawing fear that something in it is unjust and
calls for overturning. the result is another great ambivalence

in the iMagE that women bore.

women could not work kecause a man’s honor would be injured, and
people think him incapable of supporting him.

women freguently were the center of stormy vendttas caused by
insane male jeslousy.

wamer were edpected to edxcell at giving pleasure, yet be
totally submissive and gratitude.

a man might kill hie sister at the bint of marital infidelity

(i the husband killed her it could start a blood fued.)

hecause bobth puwdah and polygamy reduced men’s access to
honorable women, there was a great bottling of sedual feelings in

1a
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mary Muslim oul huwres.
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in spite of the sufis superstitions,they were more open Lo women
than conservative orthodoxy, and various orders? rosters of
sgints included significant numbers of women.

in fact zome shrinmes in Cairo, Algeria, and PFPunjsb were
grected in honor of female saints, while today there ar thousands
of wamerr errolled in the mystic congregetions popular in both

Morth Africa and Tuwrkey. .

Eh

fraom the beginning of the 268th cent, largely because of contact

with thé west, books, poetry, articles in newspapers and

magazines began to spotlight the women™s issue in Islam.
Folyvgamy, divorce laws, and purdabh were the critic's main

targets, and the goal was to raise half the Musiim world from a

faar, =uwffering and ignorance that could mhly be called slavarvy.
Thiul theil?ﬂﬁ“a the veil becaome the great shibboleth,

4

progress being measwred by feminists according to the degres that
wmmeﬁ could face the the world.

by the 1934°s, investigative reporters had published the vast
ertent to which child marriage of girls was practiced and the
related soaring incidence of suicide among teen—age womer.

:
starting in the 174#°s there was a traditioralist counter—attack:
arguing that the freguency of muslim divorce and remarriage; + o
instance, is & sign of virility.

24
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in the 1978°c there were young men defending the veil.
they claim thalt w/o it they would go beserk and ravage all
womer in sight.
they defend polyvgamy as consistént with natuwre and their great
negsds.
even clitoridectomy continues to be defended, some seeing it
as a way to save women from sin, others saving that since women®s

\

seEr &l capécity is twenty times that of m@ﬁ; it is necessary i+
ﬁen are to keep dominarce and cmntrﬁl. k. @? ay#ﬁcL& *f?/U@ff-
. AP

Change is pushing these traditionalists out of the mainstream,
tho Iran, and conservative resuwrgence in Egypt do not look
promising for wWwomen.

A years ago only 187 of womern in Egypt (Caire) wore the
velil. today it is back up to 70%.

industrialization, urbanizatiuny Rposure of womnen to mass
media, and revelation of how women live in the ror-muslim world
i bringing change nevertheless.

Educaticon for women is starting to change the complexion of
the work place. countries sensitive to western criticism are
malk i rig prugfeag in birth control and limiting child marrisage, tho
there is not complete success.

divorcees increasingly are expected to find a job.

in countries that have sponsored birth control prragramns, one
finds a higher abortion rate, as well as a higher rate of
wife-initiated divorce-~signs that women are following through on

the caontrol of their lives that birth control can initiate.




Life Behind the Veil

Muhammad boosted women’s rights, but
today Islam often means oppression

By LISABEYER
T he wives of the Prophet Muhammad

were vibrant, outspoken women. His

first "d<hadijay.ran.a.prosperous trad=
ing business and at one point was Muham-
mad’s employer..A’isha, the Prophet’s fa-
vorite, was.at-various-times-a“judge, 4
political activist and a warrior. Among Mu-
hammad’s 11 other wives and concubines
were a leatherworkeryanimamrand-an-ad-

vocate-of-the.downtrodden, revered.in-her

day as the.“MetherofthePoor.”

Some women hold relatively high posi-
tions in Muslim countries today. But if the
wives of Muhammad lived in parts of the
contemporary Islamic world, they might be
paying a high price for their independence.
Consider events in the refugee centers of
Peshawar, Pakistan, where
more than a dozen Afghan
women have been ‘‘disap-
peared” by radical Islamic
groups for the crime of working
in women’s centers or with for-
eign aid organizations; or an

. episode in the Algerian town of

+

Mascara, where a Muslim
nurse was doused with alcohol
and set on fire by her brother,
who was furious with her for
treating male patients.

While such violence repre-
sents an extreme, women are
under fire wherever Muslim
zealots are on the march. Fel-
lowing.the Iranian revolution.of
1979, which swept away pro--
gressive legislation passed un-
der.thewshahs, extremists. in»
many--lslamic. countries have
whittled away at the legal rights
of women. In Egypt, for in-
stance, the Supreme Court in

1985 struck down a 1979 law
tl?at 8ave a woman the right to
divorce her husband should he
.take asecond wife. Sudan’s mijl-
Itary regime, which seized pow-
er mn 1989, refuses to allow
women who are not accompa-
nied by a father, husband or
brother to leave the country
without permission from one of
the three.

The Family Code adopted
by Algeria in 1984 gave a hus-
band the right to divorce his

wile for almost any reason and ¢ject her
from the family home. During debate over
the code, one legislator actually proposed

specifying the length of the stick that a |

husband may use to beat his wife. Algeria’s
Islamic Salvation Front, which swept local
elections last June, is pushing to forbid
women to work outside the home.
Pressures to curtail the rights of women
come from various puritanical sects within
Islam. “They want to impose a new social
order by force,” says Khalida Messaoudi,
president of an Algerian women’s organi-
zation. “They start by attacking women be-
cause women are the weakest link in these
societies.” Pasticularlystrictisthe Waliha-
biyah,.a.mevement-founded-in the-18th
century.that.counts. among.its-adherents
many Afghans and the Saudi ruling family.




Wahhabi.women live behind the.veilyare
lorbidden-to-drive,.and.may travel only if
accompanied by a husband or a male blood
relative. The demands of the gulf crisis
prompted the Saudis to loosen some con-
straints on women, but it is not clear that
such liberalizations will endure.

Some Muslim women argue that the
zealots are perverting the very religion
they claim to hold so dear. “This terrifying
image of unhappy women covered in veils
is not Islam,” says Leila Aslaoui, an Algeri-
an magistrate. Certainly, Muhammad-was

aliberal-man-forhis.time.. He helped. out 1
around his various-households, mended his
-own-clothes.and-believed-sexual satisfac-

tien.was a woman’s righf."The religion he
founded-outlawed female-infanticide,
made the education of girls a sacred duty

and-established a.woman’s. right-to.own |

and inherit property.

But Islam also enshrined certain dis- |

criminatory practices. As decreed by the
Koran, the value of a woman’s testimony in
court is worth half that of a man’s, and men
are entitled to four spouses, whereas wom-
en can have only one. Males are superior,
some argue, because the Koran says they
have “more strength.”

The current appeal of such
male chauvinist beliefs can be:
traced. to.Islam’s_response«to»
Weslern expansionism in the
18th.and.19th centuries. Fear-
ing the erosion of their culture,
the Wahhabis and others chose
to assert values that set-thern
apart, including_the negative
aspects-of-Islam’s treatment.of
women. Modern Islamic funda-
mentalism is essentially a reviv-
al of this earlier reaction
against the West.

Despite such stifling inter-
pretations of Islam, many wom-
en have found their liberation in
their faith. The veil may be a
symbol of oppression to the
Western eye, but, to many who
wear it, it is freedom—not just
from the tyranny of Western cul-
ture but also from unwanted sex-
ual advances. In Cairo veils have
become so popular that fashion
shows are occasionally staged to
show off new styles. Says Leila
Takla, a Christian member of
the Egyptian parliament: “As
long as women are covering
their heads and not their minds,
it is an individual expression.”
Unfortunately, however, as
laws are revised and rights
withdrawn, the cloaking of 1Is-
lamic women grows ever more
profound. —Reported by William
Dowell/Cairo and Kathleen Evans/
Peshawar
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grand ane-night stands, stinging rebukes to abusive husbands, and

otier e or dmagined delights of fresedam.

morgs about the grossness of male’s interest in them and that

gebunk ments interest in their mobtherhood, "to bear boys, bovs,

arigd more Doys!!

i the same way Tunisian women defy the injustices in thelr lives
ard refuse to think themselves Znd rate, singing lullabies to
their daughters with lines such as "a& girl child is better than

tan thousand boys, " or "she is my good fortuans.

I Egypt, the Suwden, Ethiopia, fArabis and Somalis, bhe common

Fuslim belied in demons has made possession and exorod sm

important phenomena, & womnsn regularly becomg "pos
pider to gain leverage against theic bhusbands® neacly total powsr
arel capri o,

the demands of the poss [l

wmsing spierit (for exl new olobth
perfums) in sbrangs languages necsssitating interpretation (which
crbbrer women offer for oa fes), culmimsting in parties for the

vigtim and her $friends.

ats

i othe spirit iz omot exorcised by sueh obedience, it will

FUEC Ll wioman unruly, violent, or sickly--none of which she is

Freassmpomsible Ffor.

marty husbands fe they are bheing manipulated, but most go along

for bthey fear the possession might be real.



i this way, women have fashionsd thelr own safety valwve For the

arc restriction.

sures that buwild wp From daily abua
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the zanctusries of saints play an ioportant role.

Muslim saints, male and females alike, btended bto be soolially
deviant, and often thelr deviaence included s disregerd for the
customary relations betwesn men and women, in favor of

spontanel bty and sgualilty.

e sarnchuaries

funtion therapeatically for women, becsuse Lhey
carn find there, in thelr praving for help, an ocutlet fo their
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in o coantr to a doctar, the saint Iis non-threatening, "one

tmost ware phassents), and dnexpensive (offering is made
ofily iF praver is answeraed).

Further, obthes wonen at & sanchbury usually reinforce o senose
aof having recowrse to bholy powsrs and obther women gebther around

to support each other.

when one reald that womsn sore excluded From mcEs cllE A

crtrtodax religious ritual ; one can see the nesd these sanctuaries

£ills

mary local officials suppordt sanchbusries  to keep the status guo

so they do not becons & movemnsnt for egual ity




Migh on the agends for Isiam®s entry into the modern woeld, tho,

st be bthe sort of conversions bthat made samoboeard es

neceEssary and womsn less desperate and more politically



