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i dudaism of Jesus® day, his democracy was guite striking.

Jesus even had close women friends.

In Johm 11, He raised Lazarus, the brother of Marvy and Martha
for thelr sake and, friendship

in Luke 14, JEEQE supporte Mary's right to ligsten to his
teaching without bheing concerned about helping Martha her sister

- do the housewnrk w/o failing to appreciate Martha's busvress.,

Mary Magdalene was close to Jesus and in fact the first one to
gee him after the reswrection.

since Jesus saild "his own® would recognize his voice, it seems
doubly significant that in John Jesus first appears to Maey
Magdalene and she recognizes him when he calls her by name.

since Jesus “own® are those most intimsate disciples who
gathered with him for the Last supper, this Johannine episcds
seems to mean that womern such &= Mary could be az close to Jesus
sz those wheo comprised "the twelve'-—the new tribes of Israel.

Jdohn 4 records Jesues talking to & samaritan woman,

considered "a menstruant from the cradle’ to Judaiem of his day.

he makes her the harald of the good mews to the samaritans

secasue of her faith and honesty.

he is clearly no respector of conventional tabpoos.

Jesus treats men and women simply as individuals who need his
help, or as co-workers, or friends.,
he offers women no separate but egual way of worksi he

e compiles no segregating list of feminine virtues.




in the face of considerable opposition Jesus associated with

the outcasts and marginal people of his dave the poor, sinne

tax collectors, lepers, -—and women.
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It is clear that Jesus preached to women, admitted t
ciscipleship, and accepted their hospitality and help,
itods also olesr that saubhority, in Jesus® view, was for

service, powes for leasdership in mindstering to obthhers’ nesds.
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of marriage, divorce, and remarriage, Jesus applies

shringent standards to men and women evenhandedly, thereby
removing many of the Jewish male’s perogatives.

the disciples were astonished saying "if such was the casse of
@ man with his wife, it is not expedient Lo marry" (Matt. 195160

Jesus makes adultry nobt a matter of abusing ancther man's

propree by, bt & sin o whioh man and woman are eoual ly

prersoral 1y responsible,

thus it appears that Jesus followers were serving themselves as

to exclude women $eom

much as the masters memory when they cho

equal access Lo community leadership.




urider Faul®s wging, they could *inevate” and include non—-Jews

on gqual footing with Jews, they could have inovated to admit

women alsa, but didn®t.

The boo
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£ fActs shows that in the beginning there was & certain
idyllic egalatarianism, with women and men working together.

women are the first to open their homes to the persecuted,

instruct newcomers, and were gifted in prophecy and counted among

"the saints.,

they alsc regularly studied the scriptures (17)

Faul

whalt Happened to make women second class church members?

Lhe cauwse is complex., most writers agres that cthe Hellenistic,
and freguently Grostic, envirornment, which suspected matter, the
bady, and women, combined with Jewish patriarchalism (and Lthe
self-advantage operative in most social bias) to make Christiam

men fear women and insist on their subjugation.

Faul s treatment of women is a good edample of the tensions
between the esarly, develaping Christian theology and its
culltuwral miliew.

in I Cor 11 Faul upbraids women for praying and prophesying

A

with unveiled heads.

comentators note that Corinth was a hothed of Gnostic {(secret

knowledge) excesses.
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thus, removing the veil may have been annouwncing her grostic
leanings.

thus Faul says "get back in the fold"” but rmowhere doss he say
she cannot prophesy.

this reflects Fauls Jewish sensibilities since in rabbinic
morality, deliberate removal of the vell was grownds for divoroe.

paul never forbids women to prophecy, nor denies that they can

be as spirit filled as man.

more disturbing is the fact men do not have to cover their heads
because they are the image and glory of God, while women are the
glory of mern {(11:7)

thise has beern a solid plank in the platform of male supremacy
thiru Christian history, although it is balanced by the assertilion
(1is11,12) that "In the Lord" men and woman are interdependent.

Galations 3:28 is & theological text from Paul of importance
whicinn states that "there is neithere Jew nor Greek, there is
neithar slave nor free, therte is meither male nor female.” in
Christ.

thus, both men and women are one in the new dispensation,
gaually "heirs according to the promise" (3:29)

thie is an eschatological or "ernd time" situation brought
about by Christ’s death and resurrection and His eminent return
to complete history {(parousia)

Faul ia not always clear and logical

in I Cor 7:36~%8, he praigea_:elibate cohabitation, because
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he thought it especially appropriate toc the end-time.

certainly he considered virginity a gift of the Bpirit.

at amy rate, it is clear that "in Christ" historicaily, there was
indeed "male and female" and tht one cause of this was that Faul
énd the nther esarly chuweoh leaders, did mnot build their
intuitions of a transsedusl equality into women's full
participation in chuweh authority, office and life.

a generation after Fauwl, between ZE-11# CE, the pastoral letters
were weitten, (I and II Tim and Titus) &long with an insert into
Faul's letter to the Cor {114:332h-34) which once and for all put
women into a subordinate position within the Church.

Im I Tim. 209-150, it says women should:

adorn themselves modestly and sensibkly in seemly apparel, not
with braided hair or geld or pearls or costly attire but by good

tleeds, as befite women who profese religion. Let a woman lesen
in silence with &ll submissiveness. I permit no woman to teach
or have authority over meni: she is to keep silent. For Adam was

farmed first, then Eveid and Adam was not deceived, but the woman
was deceived and became & btransgressor.  Yet woman will be saved
through bearing children, if she continuwes inm faith and love and
holiness, with modesty.

the great Christian theme of Eve’s {(woman®s) responsibility

for original sin began here.

I Cor 14 in which Paul admonishes women to be silent in church is
linguistically from this same periocd. ~

It is inserted in a section on prophecy where Faul is wanting
orderr but the language is that of about 5S¢ years later.
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whats going on?
the later chuwrch is trving to give Pauline authority to the

idea that womsn are Lo bhe silent in chwrch, thus the insertion.

Faul"s letters were all published about 7 CE under a cover
letter which is believed to he the book of Ephesians, written by
a hishop in Epheses. thats another story.

however, in the letter to the Ephesians the attitoede of women -
peing subject to their husbands as to the Lord is found. for the
hushand isg head of the wife as Christ isg bhead of the church.

thus even by this ftime the change was coming so that "some

Chrisetians wera mpore equal than others" became the rule.

the books of I and 11 Feter written c. 23 CE from Rome again have

this same athtitude.

thus, very shortly after Faul's death around 64 CE in Rome, the
church went repidly back to the "status quo" of the society in

its attitudes towards womeri.

Grnosticism, which caused Faul trouble in Corinth, and to
which the gospel o%lJahm iz addressed, continued to plerague the
churech in the age of the "Fathers" (Znd mStH cert. )

ite dualism, (matter is evil, spirit is good) whet by many
names, but usually it took one of t&m forms——either a rigid
asceticiem that despised the flesh, or a libsritine
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self-indul gence that scorned morality, and made salvation a
guaesticon of privileged election.

in the main, the chuwrch fathers condemned both these
attitudes, teaching that all creation is essentially good and
that salvation sntails self~control and good deeds.

thev wefe ascetic themselves, however, bhecause they believed
that "fallen" natwe gualified creations goodness and needed
correctiver discipline.

unfortunately, this led them on more that a few occasions to
depreciate the body, éexg and women, and so to hinder their own

efforts at distarncing Christianity from Bnosticism.

as far as the femining aspects of religion, the fathers were
inclined towards mismgyéism by the Grnostic trend towards
incorporating a female principle within the godbead.

in some Gnostic trinities. for instance, the divine persons
say, "I am the Father””F?I am the Mother", "I am the Son’.

many Gnostic groups drew the implications of this androgynous
symbolism in thelr organizational lives, allowing women parity in

leadership roles.

Tertullian, a 2nd cent. African leader, castigated these Grnostic
women as hereitcal, bold, and immodest, because they presumed to
praphesy, teach, exorcise and baptize.
unlike some of his orthodos contemporaries, he did not forbid
deaconeszes Lo teach, so long as they were under strict male

supervision.
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in reply to Tertullian, the Gnostics argued that conversion
diesolved sexuality.
their own promiscuity often gave the lie to this argument, it

ederted considerable influence on Christian pisty.

Ferpetua, ftor instance, a 22 vyesar old married woman and
prophetess, had a visions before her martyrdom, .

Ferpetua®™s document is the first by & woman circulated in the
chwrch.

she was martyred in 2% or 208 in Carthage.

she protested against a society that handed out injustice and
ppprassion, and the treatement of women as deferential wives and
daughters and as machines to replenish the population. ]

she believed that she was lifierated from the law of the Romans
and the expectations of her culture by God.

her lﬁyalty to Chirigt Jesus enabled her to transcend her
identity as & female or a citizen of a particular nation.

zhe rejected the domestic norms to which she is expected to
contorm. including givihg up her baby.

she has vigions of her salvation coming te her thrut her fight
with the powers of evil, &ided only by Christ and rniot by the
gfficial male clergy.

in one of her ;isimﬁg of battling the forces of evil, she
sees herself as a man who is stripped of his clothing and ubbed
withlmil for combat. in the same vision she sepes herseld as the

peaceful daughter who is given the branch of victorv.
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thus, Ferpetua represents the Christian who is freed from
society's expectations of women amnd men.

her account was circulated widely in the garly churches faor
purposes of instruction and inspiration.

basilicas were dedicated to her, and Augustine of Hippo
preached Eaﬁmans on her.

howevenr, haer memory {faded as the girowing power of male clergy

considered the writings of a woman inadeguate and improper for

afticial church use.

Sax was a matter of unease during the patristic age.

& part of creation, the body,m sex, wonen and marriage all
had to be good, but as a matter of experience, sSexd was a powerful
drive, pften in conflict with the spiritual urtroubledness that
the sarly Christians sssociated with holiness.

from the male point of view, women incited this drive, o
women were at least problematic, if not per se evil.

the best way to defuse =en and kesp women at a distance was
to promote celibacy.

thus, sexual abstinance and virginity became the higher way.

instances of the early glorification of telibacy and Emnécmitant
depreciation of marital iﬁtércmurse tairly abound: only
unmartied Christiane could be baptized in the Svirian church.

Origen and other early Christians drew praise for castrating
themselves (they also drew condemnation):
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marital relations were said to lessen the efficacy of prayer.

Taertullian taught that & failing in chastity was worse than
death.

of women Tertullian said she is "the devil®s gateway;" "the
first deserter of the divine law," because of whom "even the Son
of bod had to die".

Grudgingly he permitted marriage (he was married himself) but

wicdows who remarcied would "harvest fruits well fitting the last

Hdays, dripping bhreasts, stinking woambs, crying babies."

parfered the later.

in his view, marriage was scley for prooreation which ought to
ﬁﬁ accomplished without fesling.

married men should practice continence, and hsaven would free
both men and women, whom basically he thought equal, from
sexuality, and wamen ought to hold themselves severely to modesty

irn clothing and behavior.

in the J%rd cent., there was a marked increase in vowed celibacy
and & hesvier theme that women are evil.

when Christianity was declared the religion of Rome by
Constantine in 312, the red blood of mmrt?rdmm gave way bto the

white of wvirginity.

om who was influencial in the eastern church, urged
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virginity because marriage was enly for procreatiorn, and the
worlo was filled {(abput &2 .

thus marriage was solely a concession to sin.

a tirst marriage was better than visiting prostitubes, buat
remarriage indicated stupidity. |

in fact, & widow who remarried would nev - be happy., since
man like "what nobody eles has owned and used.”

he blamed women for the sins of David and Sclomon and whippad
fimgelf inte disgusting descriptions of the female as a
storehouse of spittle and phlegm, reminiscent of Buddhist
meditation masters.

fathers should keep their sons from women as from the Flames

of Fire,

Jerome in the west hesped lavish praise on virgins.

he liked women, and gathered them around him in convents in
the holy land.

‘he found his own celibacy onerous, mastering Hebrew partly as
a distraction and discipline.

forr the same reason he advocated shrict fasting and bodily
discomfort, for while "God hardly delights in the rumbling of our
intestines, these are necessary Lo preserve chastity."

he discouwraged women from marriage by describing in lurid
detail the pain, hard work, and intimate abuse they would suffer

at a hushand® = side.

Augustine was the most influential of the western fathers and his

my
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ideas are found today mostly in the protestant chuwroches,
especially the more conservative ones.
he said of womeni: "I know nothing which brimgs the manly mind
down from the heights more than a womans’™ caresses and that
jeining of bodies w/o which one cannot have a wife."
morital pleasuwre is always a venial sin, and i+ procreation
is not possible, as after mencopause, it is a mortal sin.
thus a man should charish his wife’s soul but hate her body as
an ENEmy.
before his famous conversion, he had & concubine and a son
(12 when he converted.?
his conversion led him te find woman mo full image of Fod.
Only joined to marn, who is her head, is woman in the image of
Gad.
thus Eve could not be the primary agent of the fall, and
woman®s function in the tramemission of original sin, which

Afugustine located in procreation, is te prompt venereal desire.

Thomas fAguinas (135th Cent.) whose influence is felt especially in
the Roman Catholic church today.

thomas sesms free of the senual cbsessions that perturbed the
fathers, but he locked on the female as a mishegotiten male (like
Aristotle did)
(irmnically; its the other way araund?

thus she is natwally subject to the msle, and lowsr- than a
slave, whose subjection is unnatural.

defloration corrupts the womans body, which is only an

— . ! 1
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incubator Por the sparm anvway, since the sperm contains the
entivre embrye in potentia.

contraception is sinful, therefore, because it wvitialtes the
encs for which the sperm naturally works.

even worse, Thomas found women to be morally weaker and more

adul terous than men.

thus, women and marriage both suffered from the churches
prmmwtimh of celibacy.
the office of deaconess was found in the first chuwrch and
lingered on in the east longer than the west.
this is bhecause the east was more sexually segregsated and
needed them for such fwictions as females” baptism, ehich was

dorne naked by total immersion.

s eastern deaconesses instructed female catechumens, anointed

the baptized with oil, visited sick women, prepared the bodies of

the dead, and conducted the physical examinations that ensured
when a virgin was accused of having broken her vows.
Deaconesses dropped from the west in the lith cent. {in the esast
iﬁ was the 14th cent.)

there place being taken by consecrated wvirgins (nuns)

a woman who wanted to becoms & nun had to have her father®s
consent, m if married, her husband's consent.

ﬁhiE, in fact, was the alternative to divorce.

many wealthy women took refuge in convents, and female
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M in gerneral were an objesct of charitable almsgiving.
in some convents & superb religious litfe Flowrshed, obhers
wenre little more than storage hins for surplus gent ] ewomesn .,

A mors CiLecunsoribed amod

wilh btime convent lide bec

exarcised inocreasingly olose

constrictedt, as male authoritic
coantrol .

Lhey e

@l mune to forget they wers women.
the idology at work was from such ideas as Uvirgins are men
in mind, even if women in body, " and medieval attitudes such i

Aguinas® that males cortrelate with the rational and sl el tual ,

nadl ees with the sesusal and material.

whier a woman took religious vows, she was thought called upon to

ate her sssential mabture.

e

# nature also @

them wundit to he

For Aouinas,  women” rroder

priests, and they might not prophesy publicly because they had no

avltior:

Yo might incite men to lust, and lacksd wi

it is net swprising that priests regularly disdailned femnal es.

st Gertrucde, for ex, bad her wreitins prradsed Dy a clerical

friend as, "not feminine, that iw, no corntenptible.”

i ospite of this, |

Ftrude, Mechtilde, Juliana of Norwich, and

other medieval nuns left writings of Migh scholarship and

sansitivity, prefiguring Teresa of Avila, the Spanish léath cent.

mystic, who was declared a doctor of the church in the 1976s,
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women " s education was not prosoted by the chureh s convents were
aot giving guality education.
a nun's education hed more to do o with being of the unper

social classes than being & nur.

as early as the &dth cent., authorities pushed for a cloi
Cleeperation”) of all nuns s=o strict thet they could never leave,

aven to go next door to church.

momen but pries and repalrmen could enter, o layeomen
could reside thered and no ohild could be taught o housed there.
the slogen was "&ither & hushand o & wall®
breaking cloister couwld mean flogging. fasting, or
@doommnunt ocatlon.

there wers a few women nuns who practiced an active religious

Lite betore the reformation (Hospitaelers, tertisries, and

soplid mes ) bul bhey were margir
Dominican and Franciscan nuns, had to be cleoistersed.
popaes Bondface VYITD (1298 and Gregory XIDD CLE72) dinsisted on
Full cloister.

Fius V (15488) made 1t & matter of papal excommunicetion-ons
orly he himssld could Lifb--—id a mnun ledft her cloister wio
preapr e sl on .

wird than permlesion was avallable in case of epidemics,
leprosy, and fire,

There were women abbesses during the middle o EOmeE of

whiom held authorlity over men, but this was ondly a slight dent in




v pateiarohal powsers steoaobuers,

Mary oryvestal lizes the ambivalenoce Ln women” s inage, for she
i both virgin and sother-—a trick that noneg of her sisters could
T el i
she was porbtraved srotically  as "coveted by God" and praised
with images from the Bong of Songs.
ashe was also seen in falk religion as a motherly protector of

@i e sidst wreath.

against J

ireoome bale an abbess who was out of Ber oorvent For e yvears
with e lover would pray to Masy sgach day for protection.
Docilely, Mery covered for her in the monastery and hid her
sirn--until one day she forgot to offer bthe prayver.,
¥
with & contradictiorn of images, populae plety thought of the
Virgin as both the ismpasssible Duesn of Hesven (a title, vou®ll

i

all, also applied to astarte), amnd the mobthsr uander the oross

neEarly dnsans with griet.

iromedieval timss she becams "ouwr mother”.

(&

~Lier btheology had stressed that she was theotokos-—the

gocdbesgrerr which meant that i lay imagination, she o tEn

fus g et used with the divinity.

overall, the veneration of Mary aimgd at Someonse so s ) bhat

orodimary woanen e dmage and status was little helped by it

EFhds is oall to clear i the medieval persscotion of



Fersecution of Witches

despite official condesmation of the very notion of witches in
The Comen Lpiscopl ~pab 906 AP,
both the 8th and 11€h cent. in 1484, Fope Inneocent VIII appointsd
the Dominican priests Jacob Sprenger and Henry Eramer as
inguisitors to lead a war against witchoraft.

they wrote a book called The Malleus Maleficarum {(the Hammer

against Witches) and it was published in 1486.
it ie a treaswry of medieval imaginings about the
characteristics, habits, and technigues of the evil, sexually
insatiabhle female given aver to Satan.

.Bacial historians postulate thalt the cause of such deesp
arnxiety as the inguisitors® was the upheaval going back to the
13th cent, which had involved conflicts with several strongly
Grneostic groups, and disasters, such as the Black Death (c. 1325d)

this demanded scapegoats—-—marginal women and Jews proved to

.

be the readiest at hand.

betwaern the 13th and 18th cent, hundreds of thousands, perhaps

even a million, "witches” lost their lives, most of them women.

the Malleus is dedicated to the proposition that woman is an ewvil
of nature, painted with fair coclors.

she is natwrally stupid, lacking in faith, and lustful for
Satanic intercourse.

a witch can cause impotence by fregzing or stealing male

G gans.
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witoh abcrrbtions in o whickh "little by little. .

Pragments of the head and feelt and hancds" gush owb.
whare did they get this lors?
largely from confessions exbracted under tortuwre. .
it is & sad commentary on the limits of the Lé&th cent.
raformation that it did nothing for marginal womern, who continued

to be racked and Duwened, even in the New world.

Lant, the development of Orthodosdy, whioh after 1854

in the

et From Rome, had ibts own ovariatilons on womesn wnder

patriarohal o reldglon,

from the earlilest centuries, Gre

Chy-dstiamity held for bobh
consecrated celibacy and saoramental marelage.
@i ther vacation, according to Gregory of bMysss, can heal the

the Fall, and restoss bthe dosge of

axvital odvisions

Gicacl

thus o iy 6

i

devobted wifde and mobhes

cent, and

typae of the justifised soul.

imooealing with Eve, orthodody mitigated somewhat the western
tendency to think of her ss a debassd grobo-woman.

e

The Pumms of FRomasrnos, for dnstance {(&th gent. ) makse B
fmother oof Mary, anod the First to undeestand the msaning of bthe

1%



Ircarnati on.
Orthodosy al so spoke postitively of Mary Magdal eme,
sophid ol ogy (e, speculation aboul wisdose--Sophiad, it

arncrogvnized the deity, by tending to give the Spirit

attributes.

this did mobt inkibkid & sigrnificant milsc

VL ST

drred

i

ihe

somEwhat

W by

Jobin Chrvsostomn, already mentionsd, was very influsntial

Coaired ome Finds his spirit in later Mussian mas

imsa

ie better bto surfer from fever tham Lo e mastersd by s bad

(O e L TN P RrressLir ad to enter the convend g LW £

live celibate lives hidden awey, devolbing themselves U

for © Mushards® salvabiorn.

sbioned about believing thelr wiwv
take the vell amd so lesving money For bhedr suppoet 4
corvernit .,

LR

poassssions, like a whore, remareiss.”

am in bhe west, the cult of Mary did not shedld women

myvscginistic attitudes.

the E 1 Irishops had pushed for the theotokos do

the Douncil of Ephesus (431) and their suco

50T E LA

wWas ever vieglne-before, duwing, and after J it

many feast deaves celsbrated svents in Mary's lide,
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mivacles (for sxl absting & plagus regularly wers orediteds to

Frer dpberoessl or.

tho bthe Virgin had besen as

slmed bodily dinto hisasven at her
deati, relics of her body (hadr, mall parings, and suach?, as well
s of her olothes were displayed din many churchess, a8 bhey wers

i the West.

Eastern Marian dcoomnography becamese & high art form.
it owas popularly bthought that an doon couwlad be so Ffused with

Mary® s holy presence as To weep o blesd when witness to

st fering or bl asphemny.

=till, irn the BEast, Mary remainsd very muoch & conplete human

Beirg, so that Pius IX%s proclamation of the Immaculats

13

Coxmception (1854, which excepted Mary from original sin, was

rejected by the sl

Wi Fe I

sbimg was commonly practiced in Fuassia and the

hushands were ocautioned nobt to us

Al S O T T

Fods,  and
mol to o stri ke eves, Tacs, o ohest, bub they olearly had the
Fiahbt, even the duby, to chaeastise thelr subordinates "for the
good of thelr souls'.

i bhe West, Medieval town law gave husbands the cight to filog

their wives

arel & vioclent populser abttl tude taught that 4 women
crossed their busbands, they might expect, guite literally, to

Mave thelr fac smastted im.
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