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Wlomner i Bast fAsia

The milienial cultuwre of China and the newsr culiture of Japan

Mave been shaped by realigious traditions.

Contucianism and Teolsm are native Lo ohina, while Buddhism,

imported in the first Century CUE, soon was transformed and given
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Fecently, Uhinese Commmunism, which omne may call a

gquasi-religiorn, has besn changing bobth Confucian based tradition

sl Megras i sm.

ghuring its shorter historical cowse {(dating from the Sth or 6tk

Cent. C.E.), Jdapan has adapted ite archalc ideas into Shinto,

adapted and adapted Buddhiem, and oreated "mew religions”

desigred For modern minds,

Thig con i oar culture has been Condfuod an
ghthics, because these bave nost shaped family lite and
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Evern to distinguish different East dsian religions is mi e,

&
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for med ther Chinsss nor Japane

Mave thouwght in bhlermns

m@paration or opp

Pliorn among their different culiural wayvs.

thers iz & Chif @ oprovert, "in office & Confucian, in 3

toa Taoist, in death a Buddhist. "

Japmanes ofter arae married by a Shinto priest and buried in oa

Buddhi sl caremorny. -



o claim centrality for Conducdan thought ds not to deny that

it has interacted with several obther visions.

e of Wi

Both Confuciarndsm and Teaosim draw on archado, prehistoric

breel i,
Lhes e s evidencs that bthese beliets were shaped by &

matriarohal social structure.

Chinese myvbthology speaks of & Greal Sncestress who held sway
Firat in her own right. and then s mobher of bthe bero.

im oaddition, there arg indications that betors kingship becamns

the rule, power was in the hands of & roval coupole who shared

reziitical  dog bic, and F

ligious roles alike.

i
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20 o owWhat we have seen in obther cultuwres, this would

&L & Mobtber & smttbrsteratum i Chidne ard a

w [T KD
strong sense of the androgyrie.
Later theory thal patwe is a conposite of vin female) and

vang (maled, as well as feming overtonss to the Tao {(cosmic

mocial wayl, may well be rooted in such & substratum.

What is certain is that the sarliest formation of Chinese beliefs

irmoludes bhes

mokions of yvindvang and Tao.

it also includes animism (& reversnce for spirits), and

L wveneraltd an.
Ardmism seens o stem from the Uhinese strong fesling of

dependence upon the uncontrollables forces thalt guide the world.
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its tendency 1= to find svervthing to he slives rocks, trees,
rFivers, andg mountains have spirits, as surely as arimals and
Aumans .

mother earth is & literal title

Ancester veneraticon——ritually honoring the dead, in order to
secure Plessings and avert evil—-—is but & dimension of animism,

\

for the dead continue to be close by as spirits, while their

badies have returned to Mother Earth.

by the time of the legends on which Confucius (E51-479 BCE) drew,
male rule had becoms China®s dominent political ;rganizatimﬂ"
thus his heros and Willans are largly male.,

NO[?£ is reported that he once found a version of the I Ching
{book of divination) in which feminine power had priority over
male, but this does not Eéem to have greatly influenced his
interpretation of the past.

rather,, the religious elements that Confucius did use Lo
create his version of the ancients® Way stressedgrder and
reserve, largely because this is what was needed in a warring
time.

he claims never to have made up anything but been faithful te

and loved the ancients.

For Confucius, the past was & golden age of harmony in the
cosmas, among different peoples, between individusls and within
the self.

the Tao reigned and yin and yvang were in balance, nature was
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at pesce.

Confucius beglieved that to restore such harmony a society
nerded rulers who whould embody and impose the old ethics.

Confucius never found a ruler who would put his principles
into effect, so he contented himself with training voiung men o
promi se.

of woner he is reported to have said, "closeness makes them

hard to handie, distance makes them moody. "

the Confucian ethics involved four concepts which I will hriefly
describe.

i is correct behaviour and ritual protocal based on five
reltionships. ruler/subjsct, father/son, husband/wife, oldest
san/yvoungest son, and elders/juniors. the last listed always
owes respect to thal+ir5tn
together. by hsiao one serves one’s parents in life and mourns
and venerates them in death, horors ones Fuler and shows
deference to &ll supericors.

Jen is Confucicous highest virtue and means human heartedrness
arr simple gondness, love. 1t is what keeps Lhe five
relationships from becoming tyrannicai or servile.

Tapn means way, for Confucius it means the harmony that comes
from social propriety. the graceful, (because attuned to nature)

correctness, that the ancient heros had discovered.

the China that took guidance from this master would be a

£
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family-oriented, highly ordered, and status-conscious society,

whose highest good was stable harmony.

aof the three religious traditions in China the thought of
Confucius was by far the most influential and misogynistic (women
hating.)

as the husband/wife relationship epitomized 11, wamen were
gimply inferior to men.

faor instance, tho Chinese socisty was rooted in ancestor
veneration, no daughter could offer rites for her parents. Hence
the sayving: "the most excellent daughter is not worth a

splay—footed son.”

the poverty of many pericds forced not a few parents to balance
society’s nesds for future mothers against present excess of
mauths to feed.
I

five sons to two dauwghters was the ratic often targeted and
this led to endemic female Infanticide.

moreover, if the girl-infant survived, she could be sold since
she whould have to leave home when married anywsay.

"Rearing marriages" was but a varient on this where the girl

lived with her future inlaws. little wonder the common term for

girls could be translsated "slave-girl®.

upper class women were not spared &1l this and in fact they
had less freedom of movement than the rural poor who of necessity
went to the well, the market, the laundry spot by bthe river.
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K_’, [;mr all chinese women, betrothal tended to mean seclusion or
restriction, in good measwwe bhecause Confucian ethics demanded
premaritsl chastity and marital fidelity for females, or arder to
insure tamily stability and the orderly continuvanced of the
linage which in turn had to do with ancester vensration.

in eras when Confucian ideas were strictist, it meant almost
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martiage was soley for procreation——the wife a source of sons.

she was not her huskhand™s friend o confident, he could get
that from a courtesan or by other mer.

as & Fesult, few wives were educated. prmvwrbial wisdom
summmed it upr ‘Yeducating a daughter is like weeding somecone

el s fiegld.”

in a typical family, a woman ws

]

&5 much her mdhter—in—lawa“
POSSESEI DN as hEFthEbaﬂd?Su .
both could sceld and beat her at will.
knowing her husband®s first lovalty alwavs goes to his mother,
mhe would guickly set herseld to producing & son—her own source
of futuwre pawér.
since there was no place for bher in her birth home, all
prropterty going to herlbrmﬁhﬁrg, she had to comply, wait and
scheme.
typically then, the Chinese woman strove to bind her children,
esprcially her sons,by & thousand emotional ties.
= this hecame their cgasis in the midst of strangers.
contucian thought that discipline requires distance, encouwrged

\
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fathers to isoclate themselves as soon a3 their children reached
the age of six.

girle learned esrly, by caring +for younger siblings, how to
manipulate.

wamen could do some things to help her situation.

for example, throw a tantrum in a public gambling hall would
make Lhe husband unwelcome as it was bad luck.

by complaining to outsiders about a8 mean mother in law she

could casue embarrssment makeing them mend their ways.

the problem is that this manipulative, indirect powesr was all
confuciue allowed women so she had the unenviable choice of

servent. shrew, pr manlpulator.

Tacsists however . thought of natures ways as feminine. the ideal
attitude was wu wel which menart non-action and was a feminine
trait, the yin. ;

this dossn™t meaé doing nothing. but cultivating the spirit
of the valley which does not force things. like a tree which
produces, fruit without straining.

water, the valley, the infant and the female were all symbaols
of the tacists

tapists, wnlike chinese socity in gemeral, didn™t see vin as
subservient to yang but rather as a needed and eqgual opposite for
balance and wholeness.

Tacists achieved one notable practical victory when they
brought about the ogutlawing of female infanticide.

-
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Religious Tapizm did not do as philosophical tacism had in making
wommen eoual ., but used them in tantric rites in which they were
brought to orgasm over and over while the men held their seman
and ”seﬁding it to the brain'.

Women were to be kept ignorarnt of this lest they refuse to
"cooperate"

the idea was by taking women’s vin powsr and keeping his yang
g mar could eventually becoms a totally yang body and he
immorortal .

eventually under buddhist influence, religious taocists formed

monasteries and allowesd for celibacy, which tended to mean that

women and yvin became less neCessary.

Buddhism blended with Taoist and Confucian thought giving the
sophisticated a profound metaphysics and explanation of reality.

unlike the Indians, the Chinese are life-affirming beliving

nature is not an illusion to escape but & harmony with which to

 blend. this greatly influsnced Buddhist thougt and culminated in

Chan o Zen

Like philosophical Taoism, Buddhism furnished Chinese women
some help against Confucian Misogynism.

by teaching that the Buddha-nature is present in all reality,
for instance, it implied that squality is more basic than soccial
gifFference.

Lo some extent the monastic code institutionalized sexual

8




gguality so nunneries were established where women could live
celibate lives centered on meditation and service. this was a
resl emancipation from slavish confinement to the roles of wife
and mother, as well as many women” first chance to study.

tho the rule was strict nuns had more opportunities for peer

support and friendship than did their sisters in the world.

Mahayana Buddhism was by far the most popular giving the
people hope of being born into & paradise in which they could
reach nirvana.

devotionally the Emdhisattva buan Yin becams & personalized
focus for much of ssia. tho originally male.. China worshiped her
almost entirely in her transposed, +emale farm.

ir effect, Huan Yin became the goddess of mercy, object of thé
cult of half of Asia.

as late as the mid 1938 s, Chinese women in Singapore invoked

ier in thedr work as mediums, asking that she help them locate

and enter the souls of the decsased.

An summary, tho women had\if better whern Tapist or Buddhist
thought was ascendent, Confucian ethice slowly hardensd social
norms, forcing womeEn into greater seclusiion, codifying proper
relations between hushand and wife, and effectively stamping out

gpontangity i sexdual interaction.

——— el Il LN

women, appears to have been introduced around the 1@th cent. CJE.
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It lasted wntil the middle of the Zdth cent.

traditionally religious honer for a Chinese womarn, fI1owed
frrom accepting bondage.

it she was & fertile mother of sons she might in older age
come into zome power over her children and daughters-in-law and

marit some mourning at death, tho not as much as for the father.

fraom the last decade of the 12th cent., an elite coalition of
women——mostly urkan intellectusls, artists, writers and
students——began to agitate for change. they attacked
footbinding, infanticide, and the sale of girl children.

they established schools for girls, newspapers and som@

possibilities of professional caresrs.

arourid Canton women formed sisterhoods and refused to marry,; or
i+ they did, refused to consumate it by various methods, such as
staying alt their natal home till menopause.

Fuan—yin was the model for they believed she had been a
prinecess with no husband to claim her, no mother—-in-law to

control her and no children to impede her.

evert in the late 193@%s, emigrees from Canton were preserving

their life-style and sisterhoods in Singapore.

Menstrual blood is considered a pollutant thus women are barred

from high festivals.
with birth a woman is wunclean for 449 days if a girl and 3@ if

1l
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mothars will be punished after death for bhaving produced
polltion such as in one tanatasy, having menstrual blood as their
only drink and clots as their only food.

only the sacrifice of being & "good" mother can balance this

mefarm movements tried to change laws concerning women but
not till the Communist Revolution in 1949 did any real change
COmeE .

mast of rural china continued to believe the proverbial
wisdom that ”Nm@dlag are not rice and women are not human
b@ingsu”

Mao gave the women®s guestion high pricority and the marriage
law of 195 gutited the old Confucian-—based system, abolishing
bigaﬁyﬂ concubinage, child betrothal. dowrsies, and interference
with the remarriage of widows.

it stood behind the'¥keé‘chmice af marital partners,
mnogamy, equal divords rights ¥ur ooth sexes and seqgual rights tol
child custody. i

to the partvs batflement, female proltest was vehement and the
sticide rates soared.

young womern lacked the courage to face down parents who
ignored the new law and older women panichked at the idea of
Faizing children fto be independent. the party realized marriage
reform was a long term tashk.

land reform found enthusiasm among women.  in traditional
china, & woman couwld not own land, but the Agrarian Reform baw of
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1952 gave avery poor pepasant regerdless of sex, a plot of land.
now a girls kirth was nolt bad luck as each had & plot of
land in their name. and a daughter in law could no longer be a
Wk horse.
this was & major reason women rallied to the new regime.
moreaver, politicsl skills learned throuvgh yvears of uterine
politics won womern leadership roles in many village cells, and
womnmen s groups formned toe alert avthorities whenever old male

dominance threatened to reassert itself.

the Farty, understandably, has not been able to remove all
stereotypes and prejudice. some cadre leaders routinely give men
mare work—points than women and thus more pay, which huris womens
morale, buit, prhere are many directives for child care centers,
care of rnusing, pregnant or older women, paid maternity leave,
eto, which is helpful to women.

to an owksider, finally, there is the bvasic guestion
whether, freed from what Mao called her four ropes {(feudsal
uppression, clan oppression, religious oppiression, male
oppreséion) the Chinese woman now will have to live in bondage to
the thought-controls of communism.

howevar, there is no guestion she is better off than she

ever was under the traditional chinese views.

Traditionsgl Jdapanese views

the origins of the Japanese people and their indiginous

pesd. aitides neqt prpe




Asia: Discarding
Daughters

T here are many ways to kill
baby girls. Feeding them
poisonous oleander berries,
smothering them in their after-
birth or just not feeding them
are among the ancient methods
still in use in some rural parts
of Asia, where baby boys have
always been preferred. Nowa-
days technology also plays a
role: fetal testing procedures,
such as amniocentesis and son-
ograms, are employed by wom-
en in China, Korea, Indija and
elsewhere to detect the sex of a
fetus. Many mothers will abort
a female. “Over the past centu-
ry science has only quickened
the pace of the death of the
female child, from the born to
the unborn stage,” says Meenu
Sondhi, an amniocentesis re-

searcher at Delhi University.

Those permitted to be born
may not survive into adulthood
because of deliberate neglect.

Studies show that female chil-
dren in India and Bangladesh
are breast-fed for a shorter peri-
od and given less nourishing

H2O3M My 1M

IFEMALE FETUSES ON DisPLAY

meals than males. In rural China
when food is scarce, anthropolo-
gists report, girls are more likely
to suffer from chronic malnutri-
tion than their brothers.

The demographic impact is
dramatic: in South Korea,
where fetal testing to determine
sex Is common, male births ex-
ceed female births by 14%,
in contrast to a worldwide aver-
age of 5%. In Guangdong prov-
ince, the China news agency
Xinhua reported, 500,000 bach-
elors are approaching middle
age without hopes of marrying,
because they outnumber wom-
en ages 30 to 45 by more than
10 to 1. Alarmed by such imbal-
ances, some governments have
taken steps to limit the use of
amniocentesis as a prelude to
female feticide. Asian nations
also hoped to influence parents
by designating 1990 the Year of
the Girl Child. n




Condolences, It’s a Girl

China’s one-child-per-couple policy has inflamed
the ancient preference for sons

By SANDRABURTON BEIJING

8 he letter from a Chinese woman to her
American friend reflected her tor-

& ment and tears. “I told you I wish a
baby girl, because nothing can compare with
one’s love of a baby, especially mother and
daughter,” she wrote in broken English. In-
stead of bringing joy, however, the birth of a
daughter was destroying her family. “My
husband wants to divorce me,” she contin-
ued. “When he knew the baby was a girl, he
left quickly.” Reluctant to blame only her
husband, she pointed to her in-laws. “He is
the only boy, so his having a son is more im-
portant for his parents,” she explained. “Al-
though he had been hoping for a boy, I never
thought he would act like this.”

Old attitudes die hard in a society that
has been a bastion of male chauvinism for
22 centuries. Until a few decades ago, the
drowning of infant girls was tolerated in
poor rural areas as an economic necessity.
A girl was just another mouth to feed, an-

other dowry to pay, a temporary family |
member who would cventually lcave to |
serve her husband’s kin. A boy, on the oth- |
er hand, meant more muscle for the farm |

work, someone to care for aged parents
and burn offerings to ancestors.

The Communists sought to change all
that in 1949 by freecing women from the
household, putting them to work in fields
and factories and giving them the right to
inherit property. Suddenly a girl could

have positive economic value. Still, feudal |

tradition has resisted change in many re-
gions, and the government’s draconian
one-child-per-couple population policy,
begun in 1979, has inflamed age-old preju-
dices against females. Rural and minority
families routinely lie, cheat or pay fines in
order to try a second pregnancy in the hope
of having a son. And female infanticide—
plus its modern variation, the misuse of
amniocentesis to identify female fetuses in
order to abort them —continues. The prob-
lem is so extensive that government cam-
paigns urge parents to “Love your daugh-
ter” and allow girl babies to live.

Even in enlightened circles, condo-
lences are in order for a couple whose new-
born is a girl. Over dinner in the Beijing
apartment of a liberal-party cadre, a young
guest proudly passes around color photos
of her infant son, lying spread-cagled on a
blanket, his genitals prominently dis-
played. Seated beside her, the new mother
of a baby girl looks on in wistful silence.
She carries no pictures. Jiang Junsheng, a
senior engineer in a Beijing auto-parts fac-
tory, says he wasn’t upset when his only
child, a daughter, was born, but “my moth-
er did not like it.” That’s an understate-
ment, says his wife Chen Yiyun, 50, a well-
known sociologist. “His mother would not
take care of our daughter,” she says. “Yet
when my husband’s brother had a boy, she
showered him with attention.”

Social observers believe a daughter’s
lot will improve as women become more |
valuable to China’s growing economy and
as the one-child policy eventually makes
every scion—male and female—precious
to parents. Chen’s own daughter Jiang
Xu, 19, reflects changing attitudes when
she expresses her preference for a daugh-
ter: “To have a boy means happiness for a
moment. To have a girl means a lifetime
of good fortune.” o
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religion, Shinto or the way of the Hami, is ohscure.

Ghinto was the name given the Japanese religion after 352 (.
E. to distinguish it from the newly arrived Buddhists.

Shinto, in brief, is based on feeslings of Awe that the
Japanese experienced whien they were in the presence of anyvthing
uriusual . inspiringly beautiful , o frieghtening.

the resultwas a profusion of Kami, awe—ful presences in
stirange stones, mpuntainous caves, rulers, high trees, some
animals, and even people.

women who could also be kami, were freguently the kamis?®
contact.

these waomen fishamanesses) are found from earliest Japanese
histary down to the present. most Japanese Bhamanesess were
women, ususlly blind who were involved in natuwre worship,
fertility rites, ancester veneration, purification rites,
divination and so on——a&ll centered an cuntaciiné the Kami-—-so the

shamaness had a varied carese.

during rneclithic times, (498 BOE or earlier) fertility was the
main concern. thesre are many figurines of preghnant women and
their name "vamagata" (mountainlike) shows they may be linked to
folk beliefs of today that say the mountains help with Ruman
birth or re—birth.

the early religious compley probably blended elements of
Bireat Goddess veneration, concern for fertility, animism and
takhoos such as fear of blood (nenstrual).

o] o-
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when Shinto and Buddhism had mingled certuries later, monastic
ascetics would undergo rahter shamanistic trials in the
mountains, culminating in a ceremonial entering of the Great
Woml .

this hall was hung with red and white clots which represented
the Breat mothers blood vessels. the ritual entded with the
initiate running wildly down the mountain, emitting loud cries

whiich were as infantse® first screams of new lite.

further, there is considerable evidence that early Japan was
politically a matriarchy.

Chinese traders visiting Japan arcund 208 C.E. found that a
number of the clan—states were ruled by women.

they were referred to as priestesses or sorceresses——persons
af shamanistic power especially needed in times of crises.

often shamanes—queens cultivated a remoteness and power to

bewitch the people thus increasing her influence.

the early shamanesses played an important cultural role like many
women in villages today seized by & Kami, they would express
themselves in postry.
many of the early Japanese poems were written by women. and
their guality suggests that they were well educated.
this changed following the first serious contacts with China.
the Japanese were so impressed by Chinese culture that tyey
took to Confurian ethics wholeheartedly. y
this in turn led to a depreciation of women, and by the
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second hald of th Bth cent CE it was thought unseemly +or a woman
" e
to rule.
from that time anly ssvere crises opened political influence

tey womer for brief pericds, and by the 153th cent. women had

largely lost all their civil rights.

much of this change in wamen's status is reflected in literature
depicting two medieval views——thalt of court lady, and that of the
ideal female samwrai ("warrior knight!)

marty of the court ladys were gifted writers for most the
sophisticated literature of this period (idth and 1lth Cent.)
was almost entirely the work of womsn.

the reason seems to be that men largely linited themselves to
clumsy imitations of Chirese models (women were thought incapable
of mastering Chinese)

there were mamy voluminous diaries kept by these court ladies
which, tho the women were supposed to be secluded, show court

imntrigue, nighttime trysts, etc.

i

in the tale of Genii by lLady Murasaki, which is probably the
worid®s first novel, the picture is that of ladies at the center

of the manmered, erotic cowt life.

upper class life tended to push Japanese women to channel their
creative energies into art.

cut off from political power, and too leisured to find
motherhood all-ahsorbing, they contributed strongly to Japanese

agsthetics.




The first histori

oF Japan weitten in the sarly Bth cent. to

enhance the ruling family and prove that Japansse culture was é

vengrable as Chinese should have given women stronger, or at

lTeast

more political , role models.

Tl

@ acooants begin with creation mvths in which & divine

primal couple give kirth to the Japsane

Telands, and to

sun Goddes

she in twn becomes the divine ancestress of the imperial

tamily, which makes

dapars singular, iF not und gue-—-a 1 oad

thinking itself directly descended from a Goddess.

@arly gqueesns clearly reflected Amaterasu’s aura, and the
shinto emblems of royal power related later kings to her
DAl T EGE .

later myths display seeds of later Hism (when the first

couple produces a defective offspring, it is because she violated

proper protoool s Yit ods nobt proper for the woman to speak first™

veal  That sment s clroNnscription

Fxgm thaeir er\y proximit

e reeN @ (From af o

Ned o so) \Was an age

Tusdal fem\in which N ocal lordd and the samN-ail who Nhved anod die

for them domNnated

this was FferNile soil Nor the CoNfucian obseesdon with




Bl they more powerfully reveal Chalt women’s oiroumsoridpbi an
¥ {
in classical times was & fall from their erly progimity Lo

divinity and powear

WG oo B0} was an age of

the medt T8 yvears (from about
fuedalism in which local lords and the samural who lived and died
fow themn dominated Japansse culiure.

this was fertile seil for the Contucian obsession with
i srarohy, rank and protocol, and from this interaction there

el gl bhe unweltten code  known as #

shido “way of the

uril d ke thelr Buwropeon counterpsort, bthey did mnot link chivelry

with an iceal glor-ification of women.

the Hamwral were too single-minded in thelr de

rories the snemy.
The ssonaral were annealed to absolate lovaeldty to their lords

and brother warriors which rendered them largely wnable to relate

L WIS W

the cwious result was that the bushido ideal for women mades
then & bhlend of amoron and domegstic slave.

First they werse wged to overcoms female frailty and matoh

Pobowtd bude,

many  vourg girls were Drained to suppress thelr emobions and

themselves Tor the possibility of suwicide.

they were even taught how to insert the sword o knddfe and

i



Fow after insertion, to tie one’s lower limbs together so as Lo

vean dn dealtln

re modest
i & samaral warrioes® love for oa gird was threstening his

Toyvalty to his lord, then they were to free him by killing

themselves o, 4in one story, & girl disfigures herseld to bhring

fer samuaral to Bls serses,

gﬁmmnﬂ" the bhushido womans fortituwde largely went into PV T
P Lord .

she annibilated herseld for ber bhusband, as he annibhilated
Mimsaeld Ffor his lord.

& leady FHumano left aloms with 2 ovoung sons, finding her
Frusbands side had lost, went to the extrems of killing themnm

fafter due suplanasticon) in order to presecwve the household from

the stain of her being violated by the approaching enemy.

e sons unces

wtood, said goodbyve to their abszent father and
decsased ancestors, and were dispatohed by her motherly sword.
tlhen, assisted by a faithful retainer, she herseld fell upon the

siticide sword.

Bushido cism has shaped the Japansse well into the 284k cent,

ing a part of the sxplanation of kami-kazi ("gods® wind™)

pilots in WA TT.

while confucianism underliay the bushido ddeas, Zen Buddhism aften

Fuend shed the self-control to live them out.

74



i Modern Japan

By the end of the 1%th csntury, the samurad ddeal had given

wayy Lo the merchants and Japen was on the road to modsrnization.

tay minsh mesr Mave sl Fhed thedr alleglence to

businsss and the female role was thalt of the gelsha-—the woman

dedicated to this mew lord’ s pleasure.

a gedsha, far from being a simple prostitute, was often @an
aceompliehaed entertainer and hostess.
z=he ofbten studies for years at music, poetry and estiguetis.

Thio wmome el shbams provided sexual favors, the central part of

thelir trade was to comfort, amuse, and relaxs their olien

et |"'5C3f¥'u':'-’:'.'g 0 MaE e

Frd e womarn as something functional Doother

gk Bris ohllladeen, manager of his bhousehold, an appliences necessary
for a normal familly Lidfe.
i bhe guarters where the gelsahas entertain, woman Deconss

the sympathetic listoner, the sgo-prop, the gracefual amussre,

distracter, adormmeant.

the beginnings of bthis schism in women s dnage bhecomes olear in

the Tokugaws Literatuw e (this ended in 18HE when the snporsr Was

fr g allec)

the ol ash betwesn doby and feelings--wide and geisha.

it clay Japan, the institution of the geisha is not only a
potentisl emobtional olash, but also a barrise to women’s advanoes
i bthe Dusiness worlcd, because Japness business fivrms s8till

paternal istically subsidize &ll-male gatherings &b gelsha houses,
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thi w6 ot ten real

Lyl o ma

means female employvess are left out.

thyes @ business world has

JEpares

guoaEnh clerks and ssoretariss.
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marr d age existed, nobt for the

provide for the ancestral "house" or

this house wag patrilinear (since

byemer slueleo Feom

=

inbreriting?,

(T T O Al be st Fromes .

i kly ¢

industrialization before the war rought

WOALAM Qe BOrvE moyre el 1] WM wiEod ol

pirpcuced more nuclesas famid ly osituati

most maredages were still

GAaLn more Bay.

woatill sstimated today that

S A e .

womeEn fregarn movdng

clerks and typis from the 19267s

1

cegres of Fimnancidal

sormer corfuol an

adorned the dance halls and

Ponassce, moslt of bthe

PEEET s for bhey Fourmd saokh bebhaeior

Tapeedapanesss.

arr i chmerel
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A ari g e
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imto the new corporationg,
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ragicities relased
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 business i conducted this

Tittle placoe for women
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Linmge-—-to makese oore helrs.

thee 15th Cent. girls had

ard the bapless bride who didn®t

aormber of  ohanges.

ceking work and this

(3T
Bt bhe parbners tended to
e oof marrlages are
Largely as

ard For omany this meant

independance.

and the moga (&

JAanEse

Gl e,

v were olosed by the militrists in the

the $freedom For wWomess



the oooupation fol lowing W T was & grest force for ohangs.
Macifrthuwe pushed for women®s legsl right to vote, enjoy egual
goucational opporturdties and be full civie partners of oitizens.

womesr eeturned bo bthe busine worid in foroe, but still to

juobs at the bhotbtom mungs.

o women are now 58Y of the

who go to ool leges, society
mhill expects them to settle down Lo marriage and a familv.
Fesladmg & job is just & halfway housse betweasn graduation and

wemeleldrg .

Iy the ruwral areass change comes harder.

now girls in rural argas have more opporbtunities leagally for
wouwcation and caresrs, but family pressuwre to marry and take on
the hard, workd of farming is intense.

ore gird told researchers that her happilest dave had been the

Pogreen spring period, " before marriage bore down on ber.

ornce marrded, ruwral Jdapanese wonen are in the Confucian situaltlon
described for Chinad domimation by thelr mothers-in law,  with
the additiconal threat that they may be shipped home 1§ they dont
gpad ok ly comcedve.

girl babies, tho, are welocomsd, anything for fertility.

however, hove come first, as all girls discover. they are fed
mecond, walk to school behind their brothers, etc.

fhis second rate status makes rural givls rather cunning.

sl ovEs

they bhecons practiced at punishing boyve w/o exposing the
5171 Tike RMiding his hat and then offering to help vind

LY
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Fomaned that bove, for all thelr owbwaro willfoulne
and arcoganos, were twned into rather deperdent personalities by
their mothers Dampering.

this is bthe likely basis for the tendency of Japanese males
Cooregard Thelr wives nob as egquals, but as swrogehbes

mothers-—providers of physical comfort.

igiovsly, rural Japan never last the impact and pre

worr ki dn the Dlend of Shinto and Buddhbism these women still

Function as mediums and divin ers.,

the shamanesses used bto travel in bands of five or sid going
@ round the villages where they would tell fortunes, pray foe the

siok, contect the desd, puwridy homes and 80 oOn.

the aubhoritiess put an end to their treveling becasue the

o bhedr dndluence and even defamed themn as prostlibubes.
Fronaever, many remote areas still have thelr preacticing

shamanr e

in the Tobhoka ares of Honshao blind girls are still regularly

apprentiosed Lo shamanessses for 2 to 8 yveers training to learn the
art of trance, divination, and contacting the spdrit woeld, as
Wl l o as to learn btraditionsl ballads and folklores.

aftter a symbolic death and reswrection edperience they will

e EeveEr e ome )

freamcpin bhelr prs i o grloven
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over the centuries, this tbradition has had great cultuwral dmpact

i bhe rural ace

The warndering bands seem o bave coreatsed or developed such

arte as ballad singing, posbry re

sitation, and even religlous
padnting.

these were originally for the purposse of teaching the people

their folk traditions, but they have besn linked to such
institutions as the Rabuki thester, and the Bumrakua and Jorwred
puppet shows,

there i more than & little irony in this for classical

Japanese theater barred women from the stage.

Famal e Shamanism lingesrs on dn the Mew religions of Japan, most

ot whioch have b Founded Dy women .

most date from after the second world wee, but somes, liks

Tenriko comnsg from the esrly 19t cent. and are still very viable.

uslial 1y the leaders--many of then womnsn--have suffered great

phiyveical or emotional traums thalt has besn healed by & religlious

visilon.

Lhe mew groups

are designed to help obthers share in

vigilan, healing and peace.

aftter bhe war, the situation was so depressed thsat millions took

de

Lo the new religlons’ nessages

23



someE of the prominent women have been oredible holy people, a

few Mave been social reformers, obhers Pave ned

&1l have owed not a little

tradition that women often

(Y

however , Japansse
mal e pmredoml nance.
curing bthe oocoupation &

wiaEll hesr "poor fellow, he

cliarlatans, bulb
of their sffectiverness to the

Mave special acoess bto the kami.

women have been edpected not to upset

mar whio bad an § rhive wife might

married a Maocfrthwe. "
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‘Who Needs Equality?

Not Japanese women, if it means leading
- the dreary lives of their men



By KUMIKO MAKIHARA TOKYO

or a few months last year, it appeared

as if a new wave of feminism was
: sweeping Japan, raising a clamorous
challenge to age-old male authority. It be-
gan when housewives, enraged by a new
tax, swarmed to political rallies, urging that
a “voice from the kitchen”
reach the male-dominated

The fact of the matter is that equality J
with men is not a particularly appealing
prospect to most Japanese women right
now. Educated young women, those most
likely to lead a revolution, tend to see their
male peers as dull corporate drones. Wom-
en, meanwhile, with comparatively freer
schedules, have more time to cultivate |

government. Socialist Takako
Doi, the first woman in Japa-

YUTSUKO

CHUSONT!

nese history to lead a major
| political party, inspired an un-
precedented number of wom-
en to run for the Diet’s upper
house, and they grabbed a
record number of seats.
Prime Minister Sousuke Uno
resigned in disgrace after a
former geisha he had patron-
_ized broke her profession’s
code of silence to denounce
him as too small-minded a
man to lead the country. His
successor rushed to appoint

IFTNOSNHD OMNSLNA AB 3WILHOS NOOLYYD

two  women to his Cabinet.
The press seized upon the op-
portunity to rave about the
dawning of Onna no Jidai (the
Era of Women).

But one year later, the
dawn seems to have darkened.
The women Cabinet members
have been replaced by men.
The rallies have evaporated.
Enthusiasts of Onna no Jidai,
it seems, spoke too soon.

Though Japanese women
are among the best-educated
women in the world, they are,
by Western standards, sec-

-ond-class citizens in their own
- country. Traditional values
- discourage women from ap-
- pearing outspoken or independent-minded
and demoralize those who try to climb the
political or business hierarchies. Only one-
fourth of major Japanese corporations
have any women at all in the middle-man-
agement or higher ranks. In government,
women constitute less than 1% of manage-
ment-level bureaucrats and about 6% of
the 764 Diet members. The average wom-
an’s annual income amounts to only half
“that of a man’s. Why, then, aren’t Japanese
women angry? Why aren’t they marching
en masse for equality? Why didn’t they
stoke the spark of Onna no Jidai?

Go TO 5PAS, BuY
DesSIGNER CLOTHES,

KiT THE Di5C05...
AND

SWEET SPOT CELEBRATES FEMALE FUN

their interests. As a result, there is a grow- |
ing perception gap between the sexes. A
much discussed phenomenon known as
Narita divorce illustrates the problem:
upon arriving back home at Tokyo’s Narita
Airport, fresh from their honeymoons,
many worldly young women, shocked to
have discovered the narrow-mindedness
and dependency of their new bridegrooms,
promptly dump them.

Yutsuko Chusonjiis the author of a best-
selling comic-book series called Sweet Spot,
which pokes fun at workaholic men and sa-
lutes the leisurely attitudes of young female



workers. Rushing out of their offices in the
cvening to practice golf and go shopping,
“these women savor only the tastiest portion
of life,” explains Chusonji, 28. “Men don’t
realize that it isn’t worth it to work more
than necessary. Women see that, so they
don’t want to become career women.”
Indeed, while a 1985 law bans sex dis-
crimination and requires Japanese compa-
nies to offer females the same opportuni-
ties available to males, few women choose
to apply for career-track jobs. Most opt to
work as assistants to men. “I could work in
the career track if I wanted to, but I'm not
that interested in banking, and I certainly
don’t want to do it all my life,” says a 26-
year-old bank employee from Tokyo. Typi-
cally, a woman will leave her job after the
birth of her first child and lat-
er resume a part-time career
or pursuc hobbies or commu-
nity work.
Being a housewife is noth-
ing to be ashamed of in Japan.
Because most husbands leave
their salaries and children en-
tirely in the hands of their
wives, women have wide-
ranging responsibilities. It
was not always thus. Tradi-
tionally, wives and children
blindly obeyed the father as
ruler of the roost. But postwar
economic growth toppled fa-
thers from that lofty post by
imposing longer work hours
that kept them from home. At
the same time, modern appli-
ances freed women from
household drudgery. “House-
wives can pursue their inter-
ests in a carefree manner,
while men have to worry
about supporting their wives
and children,” says Makiko
Katagiri, 32, a college-educat-
ed housewife who plays vol-
leyball once a week and runs
the PTA at her children’s nurs-
ery school.

The father’s status has so
declined that mental-health ex-
perts speak of a new male af-
fliction: kitaku kyofit sho, or a
“fear of returning home syn-

drome.” A popular television commercial
for an insecticide spray shows a father wak-
ing up one day to find he has turned into a
cockroach, The ad warns housewives, “Ifyou
see a large cockroach, it might be your hus-
band. Please check before you exterminate.”
Even men will sometimes admit that their
privileged status in society isn’t all roses.
“Women know how to enjoy themselves
more than men do,” says a mid-level execu-
tive of a major Japanese auto company. “Men
are too tired. We’re all about to collapse.”

Those women who do try to join the |

professional ranks must not only match the

men hour for hour but also be prepared to
do continuous battle with skeptical views

- of their aspirations to be more than lovely

but low-level “office flowers.” Some com-
panies endorse traditional expectations
that women will resign when they get mar-
ried. Toyota Motor Corp., for instance,

' gives women who do so a special “farewell

money gift” of up to three months’ salary.

And Japanese companies are just awaken- |

ing to the concept of sexual harassment.
Many women complain that their manag-
ers attribute successful business deals by
women to their feminine wiles rather than
their work skills. ‘

Would-be career women face equally
great obstacles at home, where men feel no
obligation to pitch in. A 1986 government
survey of dual-career couples found that
men devote only eight minutes of a work-
day to household chores and child rearing,




compared with 32 hours for their wives.
Younger men increasingly take out the
garbage and play with their children on
weekends but still leave most household
affairs to their wives. A 33-year-old banker
typically relies on his wife to lay out his
clothes each morning. But, he adds, “I se-
lect the necktie.”

aising children is another major hur-
dle, since day-care centers usually run

for only eight hours and baby-sitters

are expensive. No wonder many women with
careers are not married. A 1989 Labor Minis-
try survey found that 60% of management-
levelwomenare single, and 36% are childless.
But things are bound to change. Japan
faces a huge labor shortage, and companies
cannot ignore the female labor pool. Eager
to ease the tight market, the Labor Ministry
recently developed a training program spe-

cifically for women who want to return to
work. At the same time, the government is
urging men to shorten their work hours and
cultivate outside interests in order to im-
prove the quality of their lives.

But none of this can be realized unless
men ease the load on women by learning how
to take care of themselves. “In Japan the
women’s issue is really a men’s issue,” says
Sachiko Nakajima, a deputy director at the
National Personnel Authority, which over-
sees public employees. Kanagawa prefec-
ture, southwest of Tokyo, shares her view. A
1988 prefectural-office newsletter published
a test to gauge male self-reliance, asking, Do
you know where your suits, neckties, socks

and underwear are kept? Have youeverused |
a washing machine? Can you name more '

than three friends of your children? Only

when more men answer yes to these ques- -

tions can Onna no Jidai become a reality. m




