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WOMERN THN O IMDIA

The oldest witten soripbures come Ffrom India with the
:

Fig-Veda being weitten from aboud 1468802688 BOE.

et Cent. there will be about 1 bhillion

vy thie twen of the &

peEcple in India.

Hinduwi=sm is & blanket word for many different bhelief
all of which look at the Vedas as sacred

i o] e

MeE F oG

there is no central concept of

ative =

prroptiet, noosingls authord ipbture, no universal set of

dogmas, nooundform moral ocode.

the word Dhs iwomeost often used to denote religion

and ds practicslly coscbtensive with Indian lidte
Himduism s bobth extremsly tolerent and it counltenances bobh

primitive archaic belisfs and highly developed philosophical

Iowill atbtempt to bteace bow MHinduism and Indlan Baddhism, 2

magor hMetaradody, regarded and shaoped ITndian women theo $F

Wi i oy

an well as deal wilth the wvillage godo

e -l ok

the coming of the Indo-Buropsans and still shows the /

o bhe Grest Mobther.

ol el

Early Indian Religion appears Lo be an escclectic soisture of

to

e Hmr”ﬁpaﬁﬁﬂ whics Flowished in the Indus Valley from 44

abroat 2

o and of the Sryvams, who invaded the Indus val ley
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From the northwest between 2EEH anod D58 RBOE.

the anly indisputabkle fact that developed Hindal sm
gxhilbits dependencies on both these early sowrces.
sincse The Marrapans ledft no litersture, knowledge of theis

Freligion s dinferred from Figuwrines, seals, and bthe like which

archecl ogists have excavabed,

suggest a central interest in fertility-—in the worship

faced good, dn o yoglo posture, wiberh

ofF @ Froto-Shiva (a8 thires
pard s srectus,  suwoerounded by andmals) and s Mother goddess.
the ascetic concentration on Shive &s bhe divindty of

P e oo 3 el de bhe lLings, or male memberd and the

vengratlon of feminine powsr that characterizes later India, are
prredrati Ly both Tatent in Mindo Hearrapan ancestry,

Thie Hareapans were gquite female-oriented, for the Indus valley

was settled and agricultural whilile the incoming Arvans weres
pastoral and nomadio and warl ke, and definately not as
civlilized.

The Harrapan straln gives Mindwism ite long absorption with
ghivime "mothers”.,  this term first implied village
gulardi ans-—fenal e spirits invoked for protection.

woneshiped mainly by bthe common Folk, and ars

Lhey have ©
somawhat Unegative", concerned more with warding off oevil than
il b mecwreing good.

The female dieties of later Hindwism are +freguently negative,

witdi be in the fArvean oharm book called the Atharva-Veda, they are

eoarmcd disasters

preaemal Ly s ateod wilth ol sea

Marmy of the Harrapan goddesss ware single and in nooway tied o



a controling male. with the Arvan dnvasion in Morthern India,

chote

the o

O Wi Ve

WEre LVETT @S OO

Tor e weord os gods
as the ides was thalt a woman must be controlled by a male or she
Loes o clamger ous.,

The bhelisd that this power s potentially destructive when
urestrained, e, nobt under male control, is reflected in the

poapalar myth of the goddess

pertorming her famous viotory

dance atter killing & giant cemon. In a bleody rampage she kills

and destroyvs evervihing in her path.

s bhe Bods are wunable to

stop her.  When Shive, her husband, is sent to restrain ber, he

Ties down at her feel and is Ffimally recognized by his wife who

fer rampage. Thus, when bee husband regains control over
M, the sseth e saved.

Thea bensvolent goddesses in MHinduwlsm are those who are
married and who have transtferred control of their sexuality to

thedir hu%hﬂﬁdﬁ.

thaey hecons bhenevolent beings and the male becomes bhe

dominant member of the paie.
transferred to the human sphere, this means that the
dangercus force of the female iz best contained within the social

institution of marril age.

in obther words, this powesr s seen s orestive and beneveolent

arly when it conjoins hermonicously with the male. separate from

the male, 1t is dangerouws and malevolent.

fowever, in early India there are many goddess who do not need



male contiroal . T

appear in the sarly Vedas and are from the

Harraparn tradition

Foe dinsbtance, & oy a Umbe who o runs’ she rushes into oreation

ss untamed oreative will. e Ls & model for bBumear Lide s
mother of Doty Death and the dsvins {(twin saviors born to beasl

Mumarkinds 111w, she bhobth causes problems and creates solubtions.

thern there ds Sarama, who outwits the cdemons thalt stole away

s cosmlo order.

Light and resstablishe

the goclodess appesrs as

~avati, the daughbter of Lightning
anc volos of thunder, who grants humans flashes of insight.

boundl ess Mother of &11. i bhoundl ess ahe is

areleogpyre s meother, father, son, all gods, being, non-being,
whaltever is or will be horn.
shie is also mother of skill--particularly ritual skill

nescded for perfect spells and ssorific

¥

was the goddess who controlled all spesch. HHE Concel ved
the ocreator and geave bivth without mele help. she was the

prarthenoges

i, wombilike sowoe of cosmic order, the goonead, the
author, thru revelation to seers and sages, of the Vedas-—the
whernal womrd.

Evidence seens to indicate that the Vedic period itseld was a
time of comparative Feedom for women. At least, vedico womsn were
acoorded bdgher status than their sisters of later periods, tho
sebunl e s e nob oleas precisly why

an the other hand, it is argued that the S&ryvans brought the

et o o Denevolent Female dietiss, which the Harrapsn myths of
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altt any rate, Vedic women appearently were fairly well sducated

ard they seem to have taken part in religious rituals.

in o some ceremonies, not only the Brahmin priest, but also his

wifte, had to be present {(probably from a sense of androgynus

whiol enes

i

Mechl o women bad rituals of

own and the Upanishads

i

e oo f@mala philosophers sueh as Gargl Vacaknavi, whose
Vo) Ne vl lcya
aga Yajnaval kya.

2 e s

penetrating guestions ups

sepveral vedioc hymms are credited to women, and some lists of

acholars, posts, and teachers incluwde feminine names
it dis btrue that Vedic womsn were dependent on theilr fathers,
husbands or eldest sons, bul they had property rights gualifving
this dependence.
wonnen of this pericd were able to hold sonsy and pass 10 on

oy thelir davghters as well as travel fresly, visit tesples,

e @b

attend festivals unchaperomned and s with men which they
could not do in ITater ages.

nevertheless, the Vedic womans most honorsd role was that of
the docile wife. I fact, this role predominated in the

cananical literatwre over that of mother.

Les in the ambiguity of the Motrher Goddess

this mo doubkt 1

that we noted.  She is both fertile and good, eviil and dangerous.

By the timse of the Buddha (about S8d BLE) the woman had heen
mezlded to wifely subssrvience.,  the good wife was dooil "half the

man', sowoce of his happiness, comfort and courage.



they could no longer stady the Vedas and had no significant
invealvement i orthodosr citual .
batwssn the sarliest Vedas and the first codes of law

i ly declined, &

La@E--1Ed BOED Indian women s religiows role stes

£ 1 O

major resson for this was the lowesring o F the marriage age

1% or so to 1d¢ o even 9. This bobh removed bthe possiblility of

gcucation, and conseguently religlows office, and fised women® s
role to that of wife and mother.

There sare bewo grest epl i Imdian Literatw e, the Famayans

thess Doth contributed to womens Loss of

arad the P

st i ge.,

The Hamayvana (weitben o, 468680 is the story of bow Fama
wor Bita in oan arhcery contest. Bhe went inbo exile wilth her

husband and was then kidnappesd by oa demon. The monkey king

Harmaman Found and e

sued her and she ended ap being swal lowed by

the sa-th to prove her chastity to Rama.

shae epltomnized the ddeal wife from the Arvan point of visw.

Thea Maba a wirdtten from 488 BOE-488 CEYand the longest epio

being about 4 times as long as the bhible, says bthe vices and
faults of women were so many that & man wowld Find it inadeguate
v 1fF he had a hundresd tongues, lived for a hundeed years and
clhic mothing else but mnarrate all of them.

among all her vices her sensuality came in foar the sharpest

dke,  Mer propensity to o seduce s stressed and she is compared

to the gateway to hell.



wihe 1w acoused of being Lascivious, devold of love for e

Fraghrared ama alwayvs btemplting men.

<)

Cher traits of inconsistence and fickleness are emphasizad #s |

p/C')

the following escerpt o redfleacts)

"Chyough thedr passion for men, through their sutabls temper,
thraugh natural heartlsssness, they become disloval towards their
Fruasbrards howsver carefully they are guarded in this woarld.
(Marmw, TX5 153

o be restralned throwghout her whole 1ifeasd

i

WCHTE " & [RESILHC i

"The +tather of & woman shall protect her dn bher infan
Fraasbaancd,  in bhess o owoubhd and her son,. in her old aged in s&bsence
wWhereod the doty of meintaining her shall svolve upon his frie
ard relatives, " (Haruada 7595 Dutt, p. 27

avan allows man to beat bis wife F she dares ol sobey i,

Thess religlous tewts frightensd women into submissivensss by
very vividly descoribing the hell-like existence they would have
to dead din oa fubwre Tife, Ff they dare dischey thelr fathers or
Musbarchs in bthis life.

"y violating her duty towsrds her husband & wide is ddsgraced in
this worlds after desth she snters the womb of & jackal, and is

tormented by disgases, (the punishment of her sin. o2 (Manuw, W

Lénin

T ritualize the attitude a woman should have bowards her
husharnd, her lord, it is suwagested that the wite adore the big
Lo of her hasbarnd™ s cight foob morning and evening, bathing it
ard offering it incense, and waving lightes before it.

this dedication is to continue after the husband™ s death.
Widow s in the classical Hindu scheme were prohibted from

P a oy & icio Tk ey WemE BURIIOSE 4obor smbiuey omen and were condid i oned

o bhinlk they were the cause of their bhusbands” death.



she is a tragic figuwe forced to an ascetic lifs - wlaeeping
arn the ground, sating only one meal & day, going without honev,
meat, wine or salbt, using no ocintmernts, perfumes or colored
cilotihirmg.

by medieval times they even had to shave thier heasds, and it

was applisd aven bto child bric whose marriage hao not been
corsumalec .,
thie yourg widow was thus a triple threat, husbandl ess,
menstruating, and & wseless potential jackal.
mary women threw thamnsel ves on the husbands funeral pyre, and
were sncowraged to do oso, bubt bt only counted iF Lt was from purs
conjugial love.

Im the Puran goriptural support ds lent to this. T

widow who burns herseld in the same funeral pyre with her husband

also goss Lo heaven.

The werd "8ati® means & chaste and virtuous wife. by doing
this she sacrns 38, 068, 888 vears of bliss for herseld and her
Fushand.

this practice has been outlawsd in modern India bubt the
welght of tradition i such that it and ohild marriage still

oo, not to mention dowsrve., These have also been oubl awed but

still ovow mesning the bivrth of & girl is bad news Lo a poor man

since the dowsey demanded can be very large mome Fathsrs even

s@ll their bodiss for wse Lo raise the money.

U the other hand, marriage for a man 1€ considered so important

Lo make him morally, spivitually and psyvehologically complete



that he is encowaged to marry almost immediately after the death
of his wife.

marriage is absolutely essential to the spiritual salvation of
woman. The Mahabarata tells the story of a woman who never
marrisd tho she was holy. 8he found she had to marry to attain
heaven so married for one night.

during the Vedic period there is some menticn of unmarried
girls, but in succeeding ages marriage for all girls became a
must.

maririage is obligatory so one can have children ie, =sons, who
can perform funeral obligations for their parents and ancesters.

the raising and training of numerocus children ensures the wel fars

of the souls of the parents in the other werld.

although the mariage hond is regarded as permanent it is only so
for women.

polygamaus lives for men have received religous sanction.

a bérwon woman could be easily abandoned by her busband and a

new wife could be legitimately brought in her place.

W o [,gn ahandoned, childless wife must accept her fate if she daregHY

to rebel she can be cast out permanently:

" wife who, being superseded, in anger departs from (here
qusband®s house, must either be instantly confined or cast off iij
the presnence of the family. ( Fanu, .83

thus, the ideal wife is pictured in considerable detail in

orne of the Puranas:




dhe who speaks sweetly to her husband and is a clever manager of
Mowsetiold affairs, a true wife. Bhe who is one in spirit wilth
nar lord, and devotes her whole self to hiz happiness, is his
triae widfe, HMe whose wife decorates her person with sandal paste,
and perfunes her body after her daily abuations, tallks little and
by, partakes small gquantities of food, is ever fond of him
and ie constantly engaged in doing acts of piety and virtue with
@ view to bring happiness and prosperity in the house, and is
ever ready to yield to the procrestive desires of her lord, is
mot & man, but the lord of heavern. (Garudas 1EED

1]
H
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the role of wife and mother is the optimal, singular and

ential role through which a woman fulfills herself.

Absolute control of the sexually active woman is maintained by
imposing rigid restrictions on her from the moment she reaches
puberty.,

a menstruating, unmarsied girl in a father®s house is

considered a heavy sin for him

therefore it is the duty of every father to marry off his
davghter as soon as she reached puberty.

the religious texts say no menses should be wasted, for a

woman is oreated in order that she may in turn oreate.

sEvere restrio

iong are placed on the wnarried gicrl and then
she s under the fidelity to the husband.

a womarn i entitled bto sexual pleaswre with her husband and

it is his dubty to satisfy her. in the

habaratea one who oo

i3

fot know his wite carnally must suffer the pains of hell.
there are fided periods for cohabitation and sexual union can

ornly be had duwring these stipulated bimes.

1



relations are strictly forbidden during menses and a man who
violates this is guilty of ane of the seven sins whereby he

Torfiets his happiness o long life.

one must not have unconventional desires. whoever has
"unpnatwral" intercourse with his wife incuwrs punishement for
such.

urnconverntional cravings are considered a sign of the
approaching dreadful end of the world.

legbian love between girls is punished with a heavy fine and .
the stroke of the whip.

the married woman whé stains & maid is at once shaved bald and
with her two fingers cut off is led on an ass thru the city (Manu
MITI)

siﬁilarlyg homopsexual perversion is a couse for loss of caste

{Maru XI1)

thus the most important norm guiding sexual relations between man
and woman is that sesxual pleaswre should always be lawful and
narmal .

both men and women are enjoined to pressrve virginity hefore
marr-iage and to be faithful after marriage.

howevelrr, tho chastity is demanded from both woman and man,
sexual lapses by men are tolerated while a woman. who is unchaste ,
is censured, given riged penance, head shaved, unwholesome food,
‘despicable clothing, public ridicule, and casting out from the
house and other such insults.

i1




The bBirth of a daughter is a dark day. tho the great philosophesr
Shankara writes thalt while a bad son might be born, there could
never be a bad mother.

Abstractly, motherhood was venerated.

concretaly, the birth of a potential mother was not good news

first this was a sign of bad karma, both of the parents and
thm child, since being born female meant you had messed up in a
previous life.

second, as has beern mentioned, it entailsd the financial
burden of a dowry, w/o which no daughter, up to this day, would
be martiagable.

it is masy to see why & lithle female’s arrival was oflten

announced s "nothing was born. v

Female bioloay

The intrinsiec biological differences between men and women
are repeatedly mentioned in the religous texts.

temale biological attributes are generally used to legitimise
and justify male controle and domination.

the impure and dangerous woman is a well-known Hinduo
sterectype. thru their unigue involvement relative to merm in
Birth and menstrrution, women are reduced to impure ststes.

consequently, they are regarded as upclean and dangerous beings

who have to be avoided and protected.

the idea that & woman is impure when menstruating and whem in

12




childbearing first findse expression in the Brahamangs (o S8
BCE) .

later hinduw laws reiterate this idea.

a menstrrating woman must not be spproached and whoever so
offends must fast and eat melted buttér for three days.

likgwise, she is to be kept away from the ancestral sacrifice
as one purana staltes, even her glance makes the person glanced at
uricl ean.
fand she touches must not bhe eaten.
in fact, =she is to e shut away from human sight in & dark
P T

& persorn who touches her becomes impure and untouchable and
igs purified only after a bath (Manu Y, 83)

UWhat she looks at the gods will nol accept in sacrifice, and

she mist nok lie in the neighbourhood of the ancesteral offering

or the forefathers will be unappeased for 137 years.

There is a myth that saye the storm god, Indra, tortured by the
marder aof a brahman priest, unlosded a third of his guilt onto
WOHMEDN .

womern thus were buwrdened with a part of the sini and this is
seen month after month in the menstrual flow.

the same phenomena of blood flow is repeated at childbirth
and therefore women are regarded as extremely sinful and impure

during these periods.

Though alt the onset of menstrual flow a woman is supposed to bhe




arcd dangerous, in the pericd {mmediately following it

aw oreatdve and regensrative (following her ritual

Simdlarly, tho the mobher in conficmement s considered as
poliuting, ber milk 8 & most pure and life-giving substance.

i bver owenrry Diology the woman s & contradiction.  Hecause of
this peculiar biclogy she is simultanesously devalusd and

el evated.

tho menstruation is looked upon as & polloting prooce

@, ils onset
i e giri s life is welcomed with great rejoloing.

this is often the occasion for grest celebration. the
celebration of the reproductive power of the woman.

it is the initiation of & girl into womanhood after a period
of strict ssclusion to ward off the evil spirits, the girl is
decarated, given gfood food and lots of presents,

similarly, a pregnant woman too is protected and valued as a

preemed ous thing.

she is oiven the choicest food and snjoined nob to e2at pungent
| J

things Ffor fesr of subssguent hern to her suekling ohlild.

thus, women's biological natwe is seen as a dual thing,
polluting and important at the same time.

the ideas concerning menstrual and peostpartun pollatin and
conseguent segregation may be looked upon as symbolic statements
to associate women with dirt and donpurity and thus establish her

interior stalbus, RQAJX at fﬁoéﬁ )
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India: Till Death
Do Us Part

I n April 1989, Shalini Malho-
tra, 20, a Delhi newlywed, was
beaten and doused in whiskey
and then set aflame. Four days
later, after accusing her hus-
band, she died of her burns.
Women’s rights organizations
were quick to label it a “dow

death,” the murder of a newly-
wed because she does not bring

enough money to the marriage.
Before her death, Malhotra
told authorities that her hus-
band Praveen had been pres-
suring her family to give him
money to start a business. Mal-
hotra had resisted this request.

Her murder is cited as one
of 110 such dowry deaths in
Delhi last year, an alarming in-
crease from the 17 reported in
1980. In recent years the an-

cient Hindu system of dowries
and arranged marriages has
taken on a gruesome commer-
cial aspect. By custom, a bride’s.
family is obliged to give cash
and gifts to the groom in accord
“with his social standing. A lowly
“clerk, for instance, might com-
mand $5,000, but a physician or
engineer $50,000. Fearful of the
disgrace attached to unmarried
women, a bride’s family will of-
ten go beyond its means to se-
cure a good home for a daugh-
ter, Such tribute can come in
the form of television sets, re-
frigerators, vCRs or automo-
biles, and payments may stretch |

out for years. But_when a |
bride’s family has no avenues |

for raising money, a husband |
sometimes Kills the woman, so |
‘that e is frce fo Temarry and_
claim another dowry. Investi-

gating police are usually more
than willing to rulc these inci- |

dents suicides: less than 5%

of such cases &er result in_

conviction

Surprisingly, these men have

JAIPUR WOMEN

little trouble remarrying. “Girls
are looked upon by their parents
as burdens,” says Gargi Chakra-
varty of the National Federation
of Indian Women, who
links the rise in dowry
deaths to increasing con-
sumerism in Indian soci-
ety. “Modernization has
not changed general
views on women, whose
status remains low and
devalued,” she says. “But
at the same time, _con-
sumerism has brought in-
creasing greed. The dow-
ry system has become a
convenient way of fulfill-
ing greed for luxury
items.”

Praveen Malhotra,
who denies killing his
wife, is out on bail. Ac-
cording to a prosecutor,
he will almost certainly
be acquitted. u
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The Buddhea Siddhartha Gautama was borm in 5483 BOF to the

Eyshatira warrior class. MHe had & very comfortable life, a wife

aricd son, which he leftt upon seeing some things that disturbed
P .

atter six vears of btryving various disciplines, enlightenment
caims whern e realized that desire was the key to karmic
@ﬁtrapm@ﬂt, Only by giving up desire can one leave the suffering
Wizl d of rekicth oand redesath. and find FulFillment or Nirvarna.

he gathered & group of disciples and preached his new

insight. he preached to &ll, not just men as in Hindo thought,
g had to deal with women®s application to join the Sangha orF

memasti o oommurd bl

monk-wdi tores said the Buddhe did opern this monasbic

uption for o wonen reluctantly, bot whatever the cese, religlous

i fe was on

srveed For women giving themn an option beyvond marriags
arnc mot e oo,

it omeant & sort of career, and & chance for greater
independencs.

Buddhi st womsn appear Lo have traveled fresly Lo wherever the
Buddha was preaching and were preised for theilr fidelity to

chvarma (dutyl and thelr financial gene

el by

Thiesd

oo analogy of this din Cheistianity where womsn

]

Farg an alternative to marriage, Duddhism insvitably gave

17



wovner mors volos dn bthelr marri age decisions.

a Buddhist view of mareiage approached sseing the

@eyidal

the husband owsd the wife corarbesy . failthfulness

relinguishing of aubthority and adormnment .

the wife owed the husband dubties wall done, hospitality to

their parents, faithfulness, watohfulness over nis earning

sl L L and dndustiry.
fonr @dampl e, bobh the consent of busband and wife were needed
for | child to enter a monastary.
Further, marrisd womsn could dnherit and could manage their
property wio interference.
widows werse not reguired or even expsched to become recluses,
ariel smati would heove been abbhorrent bto o a religion that condemned
animal sacritice, mwrder, and swicide.,
Fimally, Buddhist widows could snter bthe Dangha, where bthay
mi gt Fimdd wery helpful religiows companionship, oF they could
Tabay dn Lhe world, remnsery, inherit, and mansge thelr own
aftairs.

by e Smd cent. BOE abt the time of the canorioal Literaturs,

this positive view of womsn Dbegern to abate.  the likely sowoe of

this was sesing wonsn as a dangerous templtation as male celibacy

lad et 5 ST T O mcHTeEr OO .

i bthe J Les whioch wsre supposed to be about the

Buddha s garly lives, women are pictured as wgly, bBlind and
wirerb e and shown betrayving fathers, busbands, sons and

%



ascetics, who are pictured as noble, loyal and holy, because of
thedr

i
uniuly sedual needs.

evantual Ly, thean, the Buddhi

canonical literatuwe cams Lo
iy the Hindu, The good wife is totally submilssive, uses only
et wenrads,  Ponors all bher husbands wilshes, amnd obeve hise every
Cexmiva il .

i bhe Sanghs nuns position fell so the yvoungest

seder & woman around arnd only the monks could

mom ks ool o

irrterpeet Dhaema.,
it wam bheldeved wom

= could reach

rdrvana bult the

common §dea
s bthat good works would merit one erebicth as & man.

the s

wry ciroual ated bthat the Buddba bad mever had the
indigrity of being born as & female. thus, womesn oams

to be
i mard Ly Uroemen',

a Pinduism wltimately stigmatized womsn as cosmic mabter, so
Buddhism finally stigmatized then as bondage, since it dis by
Wi we are reborn amd bthe enless ovole of

HEMEB&ET a

COntl s .

ore dialogus a

Fibted to the Suddhba and his favourite disc

v o B 0
ararida,

shows thiass

Mo are we o

wonmearybod rd 2"
Paw mot seeing thes, Amanda,
"Eut i F we should see them, what
e chal kimg, Smarcdas
"Rut iF they should speak
"Eeepn awalie, Anamda.

conduct owrsel ves, Lord, wilth

regard to

are we to do?"

to us, Lord, what are we to do?!

By the Stk

- e Pk cent. CLF Buddhism bhad largely been al

alyeorbed by




Mimdwism in India and its real life and influence are found io

cbther lands, particulacly Japarn, Tibet., Laos, eto.

viEars after the Huddbas claeath and mo
buddhiists today are of one of the various schools of Malbavarns
Euctdhi sm.

in Mahayana Buddhism, Wisdom is seen as feminine or lady

wisdom (prajnaparani ta),

this more liberal scohool believed one cowld acheive

enlightenment from anythings since all things will show their
empltiness.

Wisdom, therefore, sees & onensss in all reality and goes
peyvornd divisions of "bthis world? and "the next world?.

Lady wisdom is the personification of the realizxation that all

things are one because M@ things are fully satisfying., S

The important thing is that wisdom is considered feminins.

wisdom is supremnaly compassionate, the buddhist eguivalent of

charity o religious love which motivates the Buddbha o

Bodhisattvas to labor for the salvation of all sentient beings.
unlike the Hindu mother goddess, lady wisdom is pure
Viberation withoolt this dual aspect of crestion and destruction.

one sxplanation is theat in Hindu thought matter and it

ware split, while Mabayvana Buddhism tended to keep them whole.

matter and spirit are coordinated and codependent.

at the heart of its world-view, then, buddhism sought & holism
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that reflected, in philosophicsl terms, the balance and respect
for the feminine that the archaic religious mind expressed
thirough andrrogyny.

the male equivilent was Upava or skill in means, thus the
union of wisdom with meanz is a union of intuition and action

which iz enlightenment.

Im Tantra scheools within Duddhism, women could become gurus,
particularliy in Tibet where Tantra is common.
however, this was not easy even within RBuddhism.
in Hindu tantra women were wsually just objects for the mens
epiritual advancement while in Buddhism the two partners ifq

gaiual encounter were supposed to grow spirituslly.

ik
=g
HDp

Boakti movements

both in Hinduism and Buddhism devotion to the gods or buddhas
was the most common form of religious observence.

it is to bhakti's credit that womeen were accounted as
eligibkle for salvation and that in some sects women were given
the sacred thread {(sign of rebirth) allowed to make pilgrimages
and vows to their chosen diety, and encouwraged to education.
one is saved in Hindw Bhakti by devotion and love for the god.

> Shotv clip From M. Wesds Thdita— @ 9min,

in kBuddha Bhakti, one calle on the boddisatva of choice and

will ke borm in the pext life into the paradise over which he
rules and is guarenteed to reach nirvana in the next life.
the seeds of sexual equality are present in the bhakti

mpvements, both hindw and buddhist.

10




im a land where ninty % of the smarriages are still arranged,

Fundreds of smillions of women continus to be told that bthey are

o

becauss of this, and the pre

suire of Living wibth in-laws,

Al

female suicide is & major problem.

the poisonous effects of the dowsy continue to foster
the belisf that the birth of a daughbter iz due to bad karma,
which leads to a "benign” neglect of female children and a high

rate of female infant mortalitv.

also, the desire for sons leads many Indian women into

L an e FUreEdnancy.

e force helping to sducates women in India,

and +for that matter sducate all. It dis responsible for thousands

crF o e

talas, high schocls and universibles.,
tho only about 2% of the population, they have done mach to

melp Indis arnd particularly women.

Modern India, thus, is in & crosscurrent of tradition and mew

aspirations.

& wermar may abttend the wniversity, bul still be expected to bes

a docile wi

gooard DeEar many B0ons.

L

she may elill face the dilemma of being the spouse of a
Sanrmyasi o holy man-—a howsehol der who renounces all his

i

sioms, including his wide, in order bto pursue mokshs.

e 1
il 5‘;



whiasrr & man ohooses

this path he undergoss o ritual deasbh andg
rabirthy, taking a new nams and shedding all his previous wiar Lol Loy
ties and obligations., e is free. His wite is ceught--is she

Fim spouse or his widow?

aftern she is neither, for he may acknowledge no relatioanship
teo her oat alil.

since indian society is geared for home and family the devoted
wife mist fan@ the anguish of either opposing her husband®s

pursuit of accept her own social and religious diminishment.

Une partial solution is for the wife to also becoms a sannyasini
which entalles celibate co-habitabtian. this has beern true of

several emingrnt indian religious leaders.

this means that the ascetic wifte receives the prdvi lege of

giving her husband great attention and care while hef pursues his

spdritual 1ife
i did this w/o giving his wife Hastwhba much say

in the matter.,

RECIITEY,

mishing the mystic theologian, married but never

consumated 1L, tho he showed his wife great love and affection.
Weather the wife can become a sannvasi depends on the hushards

g g ac

and since most often he doss it to get rid of

obhiligations, he will not &lliow his wife to aceompany him.
o the whole, then, this sannvasi tradition remains an ultimabe
way Forr men to defect on their conjugal obligaetions, and an

ditimate sign of women®s inferior status.

EL



influsnce on modern india makes his view of womesn &

B . & . N
study to close with becausze of hed ambivalence.

He warred that Ywomen and gold? ke

ep one From o endightenmant,

and since women are bthe main causs for desiring gold, they becons

mamsara 1t

ter tall with & women at length was the same as carnal

ihtarcourﬁen

Howaver, Famakrishna®s own 1Tife was dominated by the Great
Grddess, to the point of chssssion and selsuwre.

Fis major mystical syperiencs was a vision of Kali, the Dark

.

mother, and he underwent tantric inditiation from & female gurid.

whiers e o ayed ediebhima he Phecans’ & woman, dressing For
wix momths in female clothing and imitating feminine gestures.
mome of his followers even claim he began to menstruate.

all this from & man who said that an ascetic snjoving contact

Wit @ woman s like & man swallowing the spittle he had

recent times, then, womnan—powar in the abstract has
and divineg for India. I the concrebe, 1t has

i

i sad, and regularly comsigned to inferior human

statug.
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