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whroaghout the U.S. . thousands of such groups

ing between a few people and several bundered members in

are very dndividualistico, avtonomous, and seld made

CF GUFAS .,

mex temples and mest
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in contrast Lo most o money seldom passes hand

Lo hanmo.

grtry drto these groups ot conversion.,

Thess groups differ in ard Lo tradition, scope, structure,

mirganiration, ritual and names feor thelr deities but do

e o

same religious philosophical movemsnt

cihher as part of the
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thay share a of values and communicate with sach obher

trorw a network of news-letters, regional and na

Ciomal  gathereing

poly-thaists, share a go

Al of living in harmony with

rraduiee,  and ritual as & tool to end alier




most look to the old pre—-christian natuwre religions of Eurape
and the mystery traditions for inspiration.
zome aven look at the visions of Robert Graves and J.R.R.

Talkien or aboriginal peoples for inspiration.

maost of these groups have grown Uup in cities where the loss of
nature has been felt and where the tools to enlarge such a

perception exist.

the religiaus movemernt called ‘neo-pagan’, including the wicca
movemeEnt, is only partly an occult phenomena.

it is woften interwoven with the artistic and visionary
t'aﬁitiuﬂ” the scology movement, the feminist movement and
liberation traditions.
Magic

a word about magic since it is sssociated with the movement,
particularly witcheoratft.

magic is simply a word for a whole collection of htechnigues
which involve the mind,--

it can be a mobilization of consciousness, will and emotion
and uses the imaginaltive faculties, particularly visualization,
in‘mrder to begin to understand how cther beings function in

nature so this knowledge can be used to acheive necessary ends.

for example: to catch fish with ones hends, one has to think

like a bear catching fish.




comes from bthe latin word paganus whvicoh siople masant a
condrtey lwesl Dare,

crdcimal Ty was one who cdeslt in the heath.

these becams negeltive as Chedstianity grew because these were

umital by the last people to accept Christianity.

Christianity was bheasically & religion of the oity and weban

ar

thus the ters "pagen® became an iosult om

aming Thick® by

the Jed century in Boms.

pan also becans associated with hedonisge-which in pard was
brue since a certain anount of sexuality wesdils incorporated into
rallgiouns practice.

not &ll pagan groups practice this attitude

gunsral ly, neo-pagans have a healthy attitude aboult ses,

also seeks there inspiration from pre-Cheletdasn
soabrces, HEurpean folklore and mythology.

they comedder themsel ves pri

e arnd oriesbesses of bthe

ancient Buwropsan Shamandstic natuwre religion that worships a

gl e

whin is ralated to the ancient mobther goddess i bee thres

cobomad cher, Mother and Crones.

mary oratt traditions also worship a god, relatsd to the

ancisnt horned lord of amimals.

mary nso-pagan witohe

g bhensel ves as modern day helrs to

goancient mystery traditions of B

virk , Crete, ELeuw

e @U0., &5

Wl 1oss more popal ae e tradi tions of celasbatory festivals



orial rites.

cratt define witchoratt as "the oraft of the
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Meo-pageans Look at religion differently then most which s
Hé@d For a deilty (usually maled and cortains "beliefs’ and
*olosgmaes

reoe-pacans say the root religio means to re-link, re-connect,
arnd theretfores refers to any philosophy which makes deep

corrreotions betwesn buman beilngs and the unilversa,

o of bhe foresmost characteristices of the nec-pagan movement

s boo b ancient ddea thael there i8 po seperation

i the re

by sl e s secred, spiritual and materdal .

L ERETT

o Femird st coven says bthat to them spivitual meant "the powsr
within onesseld to oregate srtistically endg change oness Life.”
Lhey ses no contradiction betwesn btheir politicsl and sooial
concern and their concern for "things of the spicrit.”
most bribal peoples will agres with them.

raft

iem and bthe

Faminlest covens are springing up all over the UE, some
showing more oreativity, energy andd spontasnelty than the more
fhraditional’ groups which bhave sdisted for yvears.,

: 5

marty feerr Cared some women? din the mainstream orath groups ara

upset by the geowth offenind st covens, sinoe many Feminist

. iCHTms,  and

amE principle

Wil e Pravwes o
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structuwras of the modern wWicos movemnent .

wWwitohes have stated bthat women sare

iy Faolt, mary Famind
witohes by right.

e cbhat the

forom Humgary) has

b fam Lmmd gire

P Mwimmilns religion’, & religion not open to men. e,

smist.

FoweveEr, Qs &n

i addition, feminist witoches have stated that witohorsdt is no

+]

imcompatible with politices and that the craft has historically

Flveen conosioved i orebellion and can only be trase To its malturae
whissrn it continues its ancient fFight ageainst opprassion.

at varicus confrences held on guestions of splrituaslity it

Fravs becoms ol esr thal many womesn regard politicel struggls and

ez

i bual development as dnterdependent, and fesl bobth are need

to

s society and oculturs that will be meaningful to themn.

P owasm s oprganization that came into belng on all Hallows

eve dn 1968, din dits firet manifesto WITOM stated that the link

et weasn women, Witohoratt and politics is wvery oldl

RITOM i8 s all-~woman sveryibing. s theatss, revolotd
macti o, berror, joy. garlic flowers, spells. T s awaran
i bohes ancd gypsiss wers the original guererillas and resistancs
fiohters against oppression--pearticularly the cppression of

W 0 thirough the ages. Witohss have alwayse bDesn women whio
carred Lo el groovey, Cowrageous, aggressive, intelligent,
morc o mi g ExHplorative, cwious, dndependent, sewuslly

il abec, revolubionary. (this poseibly explains why 9 million
Witohes were o o «bhe ficst bicth-control practitionsrs amd
abrortionists, the Yirst alohemists (wn dross dnbto gold and wvou
alue the whole ldea of money!)  They bowed to no man, bheing
Tiwinmg remants of the oldesst colturs of all-—one in which men
aned  women wers egqual sharers in the btruly cooperative socisbty,
batore the death-dealing sexual . sconomioc, and spieitual

thatl

+]




P E o of Uhe dmperialist |

i vy book over and began
to destroy naturg and bhuman soc)
b4

orginally the initials stood for Women's international
Terrorist Conspriacy from Mell and it reslly caffled the feathers
of the conservabtive members of the Wiccal movement.

Mowever, only the letters remnained the sane. When
demnonstrating against Bell Telephons they becames Womsn nocensed

at telephone company bharassmant.

this change happened & nunber of times.

at the time WITOH was foundsd 10 wes & frings phenomeana, but

today ite sentimants are scocepbted by & much larger number of

famirnists, tho atill & minority.

E.‘1|ZTI- to now bthe neo- O3 MmO aEmm e tooomeistes of men and women

attempting to live a  way of life and uphold valuss that have
bemen & minority wvision in western cul ture,
Loogensral , neosopagans embrace the valuwes of spontanisty,

rorranthor i tari and sm, anarchism, pluralism, polyitheism, animismn,

suality, passion, a belied dn the goodness of pld

AL 4
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lgious sostasy and the goodness of § world as well as the

possibility of many others.

theay may differ in regard to treadition, ritual and concept of

Ded by But they all view the Earth as the Great Mother who bas

sy aped, pillaged, and plundsred and must onoes again be

gratted 1iFf we are to sSuwrvive.

anc s poth coming From the samns sourocsg and

&



firg boward bthe same goal withoudh realizing 20, and bhe Lao

e o b

pirming to interlace.

the joarney toward spicitual ity begen with Donsclouwsness rasing
grouvps which gave women a chance to tallk aboult personal

[T L @

arel Find them wvalidatesd by obher womsn. e, they

Tearmed bto brust thelr own feelings.

s Froan LR group o coven was nobt long.

mmal 1L ogroups bthat meel regulaerly and are dnovolved in
clesnly personal guestions. .

mest the original Consciousness ralsing groups no Longes

dhwmt oas most women are dinto politicel action o doing @

ST WOMETT .

this resesarch has buwensd e Tegends of the Smazons and myhh

ses Oor herolnss.

les dnvolving ancient godde

Tedd woment to the Great Mother Goddess in all her

i ER L

and has also led womesn into magic and psvehic woel,

Tl s mes

i bhal as women begin having spiritusl experiernos

Theey brust them for the Ffirst time in thousands of vears.

the witch is woman as martyr, she s persecuted by the ignorant,

mhe 1s bthe woman who lives outside societies definition of  woiman.

the witch is one of the few positive images of the stirong,
patent female power in society, dating from pre-classical Hresce.

the e

aler, the wise woman. Many women ars teying Lo

gat beck to theilr powss through ritoal and deesam work.

R



the feeling is thal I+ the images of woaman has been tainted for

abnout HEED vesrs bhey omust e@ither go back to the untalnted inmages
Brefore o oreate new dmages Ffrom within themselves,

weymen ara doing bhoth,

MoFerland weites

@ praeste

sach Mirgin Huntresses, we are each Great Mothers, we
s mrs whin hodd owt the promise of rebicth and
Lo We are no longer afraild to see ouwrselves as her
Ly e aEre we arfrald to retfuce to be victims of the
sultle Burning Time., The Wicee is Fevolutionsary.

£
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Lodsmauess of such feminist magasines as Huest”, "Countery

Sppen ] al

Womars and 1"Flesust

Frave besn devobed to sprituality amd its
relation bto the feminist politics.

F o golal issus

amplel an editordel dn "Country Womsns" so

motaed that womsn' s @

periences, bobth political and spieitual,

Mave never bheen part of moticed svents,
11}

womnen religious leaders have uwsually been considerad “minoe

t iabist.,

e opposed to bthe male "guras" oor Mo
the sditorial also observed that the division betwsen
politics and religion s artificial, & product of the patrisrchasl

misconceptions Duilt dinto the language. it said:

Cwe streans are developing in women®s consci ousness--a political
sl s spied bual sbtresamn. e wonen are noticing different parts
tegorizing them in terms wsed by the
el swuspicious of sach obher.

ing thelr consclousnss
the patriarcohal fdeas and inst
diom and government Dy holding to theilr own womer
ot lide.

i both
itutions

EPTE eyf

mote The "spiritual by i




"ountey Woman® gave birth to the gquarterly "Woman@pieit"

G, Rlalan e ARV
as one of b

itors save: "we fesl we ars in o bime of

et Something ls happening with women™s spirituality. We
don®t krnow what it is, but its happsoing o ws and its happaning
it

tor other people.

"WomanSpirit" is tewving to facilitate this faerosnt,

most feminist witches fesl the spiritual and political can be

okl e . they are moving toward a position thet would, in the
wibds of 7. Budapest, "Fight foroowe swest womnon souls” as well

am o hodi es

it was ¥ owho brought the status of Witchoraft as a religion to
public attention with her trial in 1973 on the charge of
viclating & LM, statute against fortune telling.

since fortune-tellars are numerouws in L. &. 2 felt she was

aut becauss of her feminist politicsd and the visibility

b b small shop, the Femindst Wicca, which is a centar for

women and Wi tcheoraft.

much of  Dhe nec-pagan movemsnt dencounoso ber bat, on the

cther band, many cems to her detense dncluding one of the

staemed bards who repeated several times his view that the

feminiast craft has some of the truest representatives of Lhe

Cioeelofea e,

20 wvision of the futwre is a socialist mabtriarchy. Lilka manvy

ninssts, she bhas & vision of a past matriarcheal age duaring

as Mother arnd wimmin were trested

whicoh “the Earth was trea



am her Prisst

women are looking at the matriarcy from & compled point of view.

they differ as to the ssistence of past matriarchiss and even

Lo what & matriarchy meEans dn tarms of power.

e see ohildbearing as the sowce of women’s anoient power,

le & kinc of moral superiorl Dy

thae innate differences thalt oreats

slhomnming from colosensss to natwre and 1ifs.

abher feminisbs ses ohildbearing as the oot of women’s
I EEEl o

gomne Femindets do onet consider the matriarchy as s ubopla.
there were values but living in any thesooracy, whether dominated

B s omals or female delty, limited freedom.

Fitual and magicael practice aim to end the expearien

alienation on the unconscious level of the deep mind,
this is talking about rituals that up aoneg in touch with
pomagrful oparts of ones being that have often been scorned and

mad

Alison Marlow, & oratth prilesbess Sayss

Fitual "is a consciousness-altering technigue, the best there
b Through ritual one cen alter one’s state of Cconscliousness &0

that one can become perceptive to nonmaterial  lifte forms,

whatever yod choose bto call them, and theough this perception aneg

car practicos subjective soisnces.”

1
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tess poirnted out rituals go beyond words which are
condi bl ored and ussd to divide bult actions heave not been Limited
by man's deflodbions,

thue there is an attempt to find actions that have a
Flearness aboul them that do not heve helrarchal conmobatdons.

for et a pat on the head says 1 am bigger and better than you

But obther things, Like washing each others hands, have an

poual ity about them and are a kind of vocabulary that cuts

srpgath &ll the divisivernesss and unites women.

/

e being used by some women for retreats dueing
manstruation.

by doing this they are re-creating an experiente COmmon T

i oancient times and in many tribal societies today.

women are convinced that, contrary to popular scholarly

sucrh retreats were not Forced on o women because of

put were introduced by women bthemselve gl

shrate their mysteries and to have a time of collective

it arohamge.

some women bave begun to work with their dreams. Iy ane oa
wWrmEsn went on a wilderness retreal and dreamsd.

cre woman ' e dream showed that womsn will not find thelr

11



cultuwre in the Men™s world, but neither will they find it i Lhe

ancient women®s oculture. It ds swtill to be found.

iodical "WomanSpirit" sugg that only by twrmding oover

e e

the bhiblical tradition and regarding Eve positively, as thes

Bringer of kpowledge and consol o car we @ permanent

v
the split betwesn mind and body and the hatred of both that was
Fodsted upon wus by Chedlstianity and mach of the olassiocal Judaic
traditions from which Christianity sprang.

ir o spontansods cltual & woman produced an apple and Tthe

apple was cerenondously passed around the circle and sach woman

A ite, symbolizing her scoeptance of and willingre

claim Eve s bher own and cecognizs owr mgbtual onenegss with her.

pratural 1y, rituals involved with the soon are also common sinoe

wommen have traditiomnally besn associated with the moon.

itods mot swprizing that women involved in these rituals

showald condront bthe ddes of & feminine deity .

they have found the goddess, or bhave been led to the godde

and the ddes of "godde e frawght with problemss and

potentialities for feminists.
whiatever Ydel bty is for Meo-pagans, there 18 no gething
ar-cang the fact thel the popular conception of deity is males.

Lihile ds so desplbte the countless escbteric Cheistian and

Jewi sl Deachings that say otherwise,

oy
bt

g



Mary Daly has wribben sxtensively on the ldea that all the @major
religions today fuhction to legitimete patriacrchy and thael since

“lhod ds omale, then the male is God®, and that "#od the father"

legitimates all sarthly godfathers including Vito Corleons, Fope
Faul oand Richard Misan.
since that image is bavond owselves 10 becomss the image of

proswer and authority, even for most of those who profess athelsm.

it functionsg as a powerful oppressive dmage, whether ofF not

wae Yhaelive in him". it wman also atfd oriee weld dmage, and this

remaing Lrue whethesr "man’ oreated god dn "his" own image, o the

chbier way aroumo.

rowomEn bave Deen excluded from the guest for delty for

same 4 thousand vears, since the end of bthe goddess worship in

=5

Threr we

the small exception is the veneration paid by Catholice to

the Virgin Mary, & pale remnant of the freat Goddess.

Mary Daly has proposed an answer with bthe idea of "GBod as a

verh, bult many women Find this too abstract and prefer to look

co bhe anclent goddesses.,

marty  womer have had powsreful edperiences with deity as feminine.

ooocurred to ome o orsate my own religion,” wrote one
: more importantly, that goed was femals. Dscovering
that temaleness geve me & tremendous sense of relietd. D delt hae
wing toucsh me for the fYirst time. I Felt a great weight deop

o e
dowa



FIrom e roiada actuaily fe my last prrejudic R TR 1T o

i
femal e mingd and body falling saway.

mary women had a long term and essy realbtionship with the

gpoeole e retlecting that at age 1§ she would call apon Diane

wtd ber vartiiong o with e Father.

pthers have troukle getting p the pragramming of & mals

a Dhristian or Jewilsh

=allly bhe

i

@rivd Fonment .

still others have problems with the ides of a single goddess,
A

coraieved of s btranscendent and apert, as 10 oreates as many

proablems as the male “"god". treding "Daddy" for "Momoy" is ot

lLiberation as ong woman pointed out sayings

I do mot beliseve that changing the sex of thalt concept doss away
Wi th s oprobviems. Mot at all. to say Goddess instesd of God
LAY continues the separation of power, the division betweesn
mn and the powsr "ouwt theres,

she sees the goddess who is in each of wus, the one within, . .she
it the inner strength, the light, the conscious woman whoa khows

Mer own perfection, her own haroony with the cosmos.

i the oraft, one L& Laught that within the gircle

are the goddess incarnate.

they have besn taught to drae that powsre dnto bthemselves thru
the ritusl of Drawing down bthe moon.

wonnen who have come bo bthe Goddess outside the channels of
Meo-paganisn and the craft are beginning to find rituals and
comceptes that allow for the sane idea.

they are Finding the godde within themselves and in oall

14
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Erioss faminis who have found joy dn oeitusl, and who have

ciscoverad that the concspt of "goddess" fesle right inside, are

often cdeawrs to the Crath.

wodday the Cratt has been adoplbed as "the religion” of a

portion of the feminist spiritual community.,

inoa tew cases feminists have joined with obther women (and

st aral "t oorafl.

mional Ly with some mer) dn the more "braeadi b

i other cases, feminists have formed thelr own covers.

to wunderstand the Jdifferenc Cwedy Traditional and feminist

Wit ok

Tet ws look at the lssflets put out by WITCH in 1968 as

all the difterences appesss there.

o of the asswoptions of WITCH was that any group of womer
car form thelr own coven and declare themnselves Withoes by simply
making the decssion to do so and entforcing 1t magicallvy.

one could be a witoh be saving "D oam a witoh" three Dimss and

thinmking abouwlt that, They said you are a witch by being fe

intamed, angry,  jovous, and damortal .

thie idea comes gasily into conflict with notions of formal

traimding, prid thoods and hisrarchical structures,

the Second assumption of WITOH was that Witcheoreft e inseparable



fs

From politics

the third was that it

e PTE e ATy il

Ureativals of Lide, instead of desath.”

LTS Cd s

Mave continued as the wellsprings of
Faminist Witchoratt, but they,

g

i

particularly the first two, have

ot beEn bhe

syl oodds with bthe assusptions of the mainstresm oradt.

Plac-paganism in general and the Cratt in particwlar bave bheen
cpeaesnd T o WM .,

Women have strong positions in almost all the Neo-Pagan
Feddgdons, not only Witchoradt.

1 femimi s

g Moesver, do ot seesm to be interested o other
mEoepagan Feliglons other than Witchoraft,

Wwitohoradt is one of the few "mew age" religions whers women
can participats on an egual footing with men.

cutside of MNeo-pagandsm dn general , and Witchoradt in partdoud s,
e “Aoguearidan Age’ new religlions bave not been particularly
comifortable with the idea of women as strong, independent,
pomerful . self-ldentified persons.,

orie e

orily to loock abt the pa

cef o M age” journals to
corcl ude that most of the new spiritual organizations are still
i bhe dark ages when L0 comes Lo Women.

faoand historicsl premisss behind

1é&



i s

Hao-pagans

o andd Witohorstt give women a role egual or supsrilor

" g o poven govid? o
to bthat of men.

this is true it is gualified and not always trus in

X A

el ity

i 1948 has had

st Graves ook

grormous influence on the witchoratt revival and on women.

e bR e has often sald thalt the return of goddess

Mowe

wirebiip is bhe only salvation for Western Civilization he is also

By omaryy Yemindists as bhedng as sexist as frued and Nistzsohe.

they acouse Graves of putting women on a pedestal, one of the

i obbe fidght against women™s rights,

"im o

Womer " graves sven sayvs bhat the real woman

oandd e ther "ManT e biclogical Functicor s bo dos
wiamasr T s de bo be, " and that "womanbood remains incomplets without
& ohild.

mmeEt feminists Sind these statements objectionable.

a neo-pagan theologian, tho supporting the matriarcohy, Leaves nio

olace For for the old womarn, the bag, the crone, the woman

"Ll oacoording Lo classical standards, the intellectual woman

o bhe woman who desires to be celibate of is nobt interested in

-

B condemns women, aocording bto Ffemindsts, to e maldens,

motheres angd oresturss of sensual play.

Thus, 1L ds no wondse Lhat the pages of sosl neo-pagan journals

ey 4
o, 7



et Lt & oi ve

2 BLEH Tirim Or wWenmeEn .

wirhil recently, neo wgpan jouwrnals were Filled with the

satulatory articles by omen on how women in the crafbd

s

Frave mo wel oof Twomen e Likl !

For @ peerdodd of btime many letters snd aebticl

appearad in the

cleamoumoing femindst witches as "sedists" and

Ymigotes' and espressing fesr of any alliance betwsen feminism ard

a subitle emphasis on the goddess began arguing for more mals

ppesdds anod more el ance bebwesn male/ femnalea,

bhess were weibtben by women.

Mowesver, 1L must be pointed oul thet several neo-pagan men

skl i o starnd supparting the liberation of women
[ C

hers ds & i s gquestion whether separatism is bhe
whtimate arnswesr for bUhese femindst women or whether there should
o & healing and renewal

cirv chbving the Oradt doss have to offer feminists, outside of

Pta knowiedge of riltusl and lore, is the polvihelstic perspective

argl its wview towsrd diversity anmd flexibility

perhaps the most important thing that the feminist cratft can give

Ehres el 1

am' Dratt ds the understanding that Witchoraft is &

raligion and a practice rooted fiemly in rebellion.

mary feminlst witohes see the oraft as & kind of willage woman ™ s

18



wiadom, bthe khnowledge of village midwives and healers.

e i

this notion of folk wisdom is ofbten dended by bhe moee

Chraditional "t ogroups, who still tend at btimes to be lopres iy

ideas of rovalty and by titles, hloodlicnss and lineages.

rEam cratlt memnbs

it their lives i bwod with bwa

R

of fFreiends, two of interests.

this leads to dualistic thinking which feminist craft groups

rejsct.
3

This "mainstresan’ oraft can offer the feminisi gradt the
openml ndedness characteristic of polybhists.,

Faminist groups often heave a lendency toward dogmatism,

setituting "big Mama" Tor Big Daddy.

the problem of Goddess monotheism will have to e resoclved 1

the feminist Uradt is not to be

smme just another Dne Trus Right

arel Only Way.

it car bhe said that, gensrally, most menbers of the “mainste

craft Function oubtweardly as "ordinsry" members of society, while

mome menbers of feminist craflt live on the edge of

that the feminist cratlt serves, at Isast in part, a8 &

source of renewal  For women who are anong the dispossessed and

e women s spirituality movenent s now 20

1%



that it is like an

it is estima that & alone

ar-iawk t s ook Th

A thousand women’s ocovens and spiritual groups,

to estimate how she and other writers, bave

it e

ol women bo form groups., workeshops, ol asses, and
lectures on women’s spiritulity and the power of the ancient

at adult education centers, feminist

bookstores, and new age institutes.
Jawi sl and Choristian women are examining the feminins.

Limd

Cloarn wWomesn are oreating womenTe rituals.,

the tens

ions between the feminist and traditional coradt are

gt .

b
'e3

wenan s ciroles and men's clroles happen routinely

ivalsarnd even in the traditional craft.

Erglish traditional covens are creating rites of passage for

=oand girle,

I the femin cratt separatiasm bhas diminished-—at least in

b .5,

More leshilan women are seen at mized Pagan festivals and more

wiamar firom the mixed traditions bhave gone to women-only

gatherings.

Lhere are still many men within the English traditions who are

ply angsred and threatenesd by feminism.

separtism ie still very strong in England

g
Pty
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feminist women

Lwodncreased contacht
nohomen in the largesr pagean conmani by
starhawk, by focusing on feminist Witchoradft but dncluding

mer, has had & great lmpact.

at pr

ent, she is working for the Creation Spirituslity

citute run by Domindcocan Matthew Fod in California, for which

iw now i trouble with the Vatican.

the ides of the Ooddess has entered malnstream literaturs and

ieas.

it ods absolubtely common for women to maention the Boddess in

suin b o oand have people know what she is tal king aboutb.

mind st spirituality has led to the publishing of non-sesi

i

: o

“pretations of tarot, astrology, Eabbalah and the @ Ching.

reminists dnvolved with godess spirituslity have been entering

theological seminaries in large numbers, and they are writing new

ary ard new thealogy.

as bhe womsn” e spieituality movemsnt continues to grow one of tha

struggles and debates is over the gquestion of whether it

iw to be s fundamental ly monotheistic or polytheistic movement.

all agres it is essential to reclaim and restore the powsrs of

the thoo

sands of ancient goddesses buat to dnvoke, to evoke, to

to actualize these ancient goddesses is very different
than ta reduce them to one undversal Mother Goddess, oF even a

briple goddess.



The olaim that a universal Mother Goddess was worshipped widely

Errruout the ancient world may be a kind of monotheism that only

i gender from the religions modern Pagans have rejected.
itoalso may e a kind of undversalism al odds with FPagan
concepts of diversity.
mad rstrean scholarship-—some of it by women——is continuing to
Haal strong blows to the ides of such a universal religion.
there s little svedince, obther than intuwitive, to support it
pi1 bhe other hand btheres is no denving the powesr and strength
o ancient and modern goddesses from a thousand ocultures and no
clenying the many ancient cultwes where women wielded powee.
Y 7 there is alsg no denving thaet the world will change as women

tabke up their roles as prisstesEes onoe
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