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Introduction to women in religlon

Women ® s experienos with the worla o

cosdtensive with human ool buares,

Religion centers in Mys

Frechiur et sl
Tt
glw it aﬁdnhaﬁ bi

)

what ds 1i+f

Forically

= s life richer than its underst

What

3o s such

Favol ved around oue

Wiy oo we exdst™, Why omust we suffes

From archaic times th

e guestions have gensrated mybhs,
Frituals, sacrificial cults and moral codes.

The s¢
s boday e oold oue

Lions rEmailna.

The religions-~archaic and modern, East and West- have all

tried to express, harmond wi Lk amd communicocate “Ehis m

they have all tried bto name it--Being, nonbeing, Yoild, Fulin

acknowl edged that

Father, Mother, or Spirit=—ut all ha

EE T @ e TEeE i amens

theoretically, &1l persons are apt for mystery |

want to koow and love unrestrictedly. These twin drives e

irsmaltiabhleal browi g never  @xdbacs

increa

the capacity to Love,

2.

Ligion then, is

rar excel lancg. It i1s

the way of knowledge and-love that carri

are out bto the o

whiol eness of Hod.

I weligion centear

in Mystery, and Mys

then religious sxperience showld trans

Monever, religious experisnce oom

the wage to knowd loaving onld

Lorging Eor

a1l pee /0 /‘Q




& W

gendar ard this, along with the tradition in which on

Paﬁiw@

Will determine how it is

apretadd.

What & Lbradition savs aboult ones theretore, has ¢

areat deal of what men and women have made of L

irsmd gt

Ome of the points of this cour

ow that the

T - A=

Lo sgual ity under

L‘l Vd’,r"“
Myabery by 1@&dint bheir

preee doeme

with parceptions of soolal

intariority.,

Thid e asge is cne of erted communication betwesn ol Lures

arntl bhetween women of all cultures.,

i bthe midst of cultuwral differences there arg two

similarities.

by e &

st

re Mamanity.  Women®s socializsbion
e ———

B B W has tend

make them fesl infericos to men, but

nowhiaere has it destroved their core drivers bto know and love.

Moreover, thelr common sabordination has tended to restricoh

womaen® s abilitie® to know and love in similar wWavs. e

gfamples mothers (Jewish, muslio, Chinese, Mindu, Irish-Catholic)

Frave all tended to emobiomal manipul ation. Baecause bhey has Fad

little official, instituticonalized status oF power, they have &

b smever

T makes Spous

ar chidldrern fesl guiliy.

P

ngd commorn factor, de

prite cultuwrsl difderences, s the

intlusnce of religion.



religion has beern central o world history. el iglons,

Pineatsd all

3 e ; I
archal o oor the so cal led "highese
societiss” worlcd-visws, Even whan dndividoals spaorned religion,
They were Living i oulbures careying sy reldolous overboness.—

Ciul" h@li?eOY\

the religious traditions of West and Fast agresd that & woman

shoul o mever e Dncdepesnoe

Ly ought alwayes be subject.

thuos, traditionsl socletiss took steps bto dinswre women’ s

swb jection oF nondndependaencs

For exn HMindudsn dendes woman the sacred thread, the swmbol
mf religious birth.

Buddhbist muns, are al lowsd to be muns Dot ooust obey the
wizurigest mals monl,

Christian women were taught to be silesnt in ohuwroh and

phecdient to thedr husbands.

Fuardah lept Muslin women weld led from the syves of &1l bot

Talam measures women s salvabilion in

their own mern, partly Dheoaus

tarms of submission, not to allak but to their husbands.

FMost impoytantiy bobh BEast snd Hest regul ated womsn™s education.
wWhat better way to insurs interiority then by probRibiting
intel lectual growth.

thus Jewish women could mot study the Torah, bindo the Vedas,

Chinme Lhe Contuci an ol a

laooking at the pesyobology behdnd bthis social positioning one se

the ambiguity in the religions” symbolization of women’ s holiness



arcd evil.

wooorF women s

cleasly one of tThe g rart s

status has been the bences

Svoto o view them as edther much bebter,

o mueh worse, than men, for this dmpliss that only men have

meemad , mid-range humand by

Thus womean Pave I

boslevatedd as godde virgins, mobthers,

avmbol s of purity, meroy, love.  libkewise, they have be

witohes, seducers, syshols of treachery,

gernounced as whore
malice, lust.

what Thay have nol been

Mistorically is equal sharers of

Fumanity whose soclal and religiouws offices have been determined

principal Iy by thelr balent

o

the bhalance of religous svnbolization has fallen on the side
of evil., Hindwism's Hali, the devouring mother, Freudiarn

artal yeis, Buddhist doctrinss “daughters of Mara® {(the evil oned

whico are oul to seduce the enlightened ones.

Then of cowse, Lilith, Sdam”s fie wife who dominated him

i Jewish mybh oand who dines on emall Ehildr@n"—~shJ4U INhT% g //

anred don ™t Foe the cause of all the evil in the world.

dth this introduction, let us look ata time when the Goddess

was worshipped and women did nob heave the subservient positian

whe coes today.,



Larecbure $# 1

The worshio of the grest mothes.

Mrcheologilecal evidenoe shows that the Religiorn of bthe GBrest

Mother goddess had edisted and flowrished in the Mear and middle

go oy

foo thousancds of vesrs bedfore the arrival of the northesns

E e

invades

mo {hhe Srvarsd Deginrdng sceoune Fasd B OLE.,

[

thae worship of the goddess haes b foung in Meolithic

commutd Ll es of abioart FEEE L and some cud tuwees Do e uppers

Faleclithio oullbwes of about

ite existence is atte sl to owell up dnto Roman times the

Tast temple of the goodess Dedmg destroved dn Fome Dy Lhe

5% 0
Christians about 55% {

The el igion fourd ire bhe Mese and Middle sast evolvad and

was dnbertwined with the sarliest beginmings of religion so far

chii socovered amvwhers on asrth

The sites in Upper Falecolithic Bwops is the conjsotwral
foundetion of the religion of the Goddesss as 1t smereged in the

later Neolithic age of the Nesr sast.

theories on the origins of the Goddess in this periocd are

Founded on the judtaposition of sother-kinship customs o

(S SO R o] o e

ancestor worship with thre

relies on anbthropologicosl analogy to

zamlain the
irnitial developmsnt of matedllinial sooities.

studies of “prisative’ tribes over the past couple centuries



Mave led to the realization that some

isolated peoplas,

today, oo not the «

&

IE

Felalbd ornsmhidn then helilsved

alt a similar level.

acalithic people we

e

Thus as Meargaret e afald mhed, among obhers,

W

Famal & Was ravere

BT e

£

Thiwe & ohilcd would taks the mobher™s mnams and
gl ey s eliie,
mother to daughter, including inheritance. This is brus

Foesblo dndians today, s well as parts of &fFrica and the

Dravidians of India, and relics of them in Melar

armd Indonesia.s

ie o the Dbeliefs and ritusls a

the inel Ling of

conrectian with matrilinial descent.
grdploration of paleolithic sites and the disposal of
tead suggest that, as the earliest concepts of religion

e g s

ceveloped, the probably took the form of

is still ochserved among many peopls.

thus the female

[N

Life with

Wk

poed ] apoestes

mgnErous sculptures of women Tound dn o sites from Bpaing
oo o s BT I-A LA £

Glienrmaryy,  Ausatris, Orechoslovakds and Pussia dating bacolk

e

EEyEEE vesrs and spaning abt les

LEh S vemar s,
ag one aroheologist Maringer) said, "that the Ffemal

16
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EVEN

Llre

T
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alw!

ooas Uhe giver of Life sincs man’s past was not

e descoernt was

tbe

wmia, Mioronesia

their

thed e

Ty

and the mast tangible comes from

the

P s e ,
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TR d mes were 4ol mobher® ocwl i, practis

i by bhe

non-namacdic Aurilgrnacian mammoth burters who inbhabi te the immer

Eyrasian territories thaet extended from 5. France to Lake Bailkal

i B berd e

inciddently, it is from this Lake b

n

il kel erea i Biberias that

the tribes which migrated to M. A, supposedly about this sane

fancesters of the american indians) are bhelieved to have

o gl nated,

The connecbions etwesen the paleclithic female figurines and the
tater smergence of the Goddess-worshipping societiss in the

Meolithic periods of the Mear and Middlie sast are well atltested.

tihe souwlpiue g bhe palenlithic period and the agricul tural

prescal Lhvi o are

ramarkably similar in mal

lalas, size, and most

asntonishing, in style.

it

there is & direct conmection. it ods also

ihois b

elieved that the mother godde D sted by osuch filgurines

was the central figurs in Meolithic religian.

2,

In Catal Huyuk in Anatolis (southern Twrkey) dating from &HEEE
¥ Lt

arcd bhe fol lowing 18885 vesrs the svidence is overwhelmining that

the goddess waes worshid ped., she e represented in thres

g VOATIG WM&, & mobher giving Bicth, and an old woman.

it dis almo seen that the cult of the goddess was acdmindsterd

inly by women.

cfocud bure along the banks of the Tigris and westwaerd as

Far as the Mabur Fver appeared about SEEdE BLOCOE.

4



thares was mebtel working, cobbled streebs and the Flost

wheeled vehicl cdate +rom this time.

e goddess Figurines Pawve Deen Ffound at all the halat sites

1o

okl e

and were assoolated with

Y

aredl cowves, &ll

wyvmibiol & conmected with the godd

worship as was krnown 1

i st

crical times,

ole

oo g B, 0L E. The oo

il nes appeared abt W oanmd Urady,

Bt o bhe soubthesn snd of the Bupheates River near bhe P
Gl f .,

abcut this time also agrioulituwr-s first smerged in BEgyplt again
amaorlatad with the figuriness of the goddess.

abrowt BREEE the invention of weiting ocowred in Sumer. it wasm

HHH

malieved & giodoes invented it and agricultuws in hmth,k

LN L & & aoviptlan mylbh and good reason to belisve that womesr

invented both weilting and agricultuwre, not to mention medicines.

During the historio pe

“dod beginning at There wers many
cartueles of Lransformation of the mother goddess bDut the worship

of The female diety swvived into the clessical pericds of Greece

arid Fome .

The Goode

el gned alone for millenia ot at some wnbnown point

i bime she acquired & sor o beobher (depecding on the
I ———— e T a

ch oy Wb W

geogiraphic Loos

alsao her lover and consort.

e dos kmown dn bthe ssely historioal period and is belisved to
fravve Deen paet oof bthe female religlon in muoh @] der 1 mess.
the polnt is that the goddess at $first had precedsncs over

the Young gond with whom she was assorlated as her son or bhusband

f



o Lover .

im o bhe sagred annual sexusl union

[ S A

Pree smymbol dosed bhe male

wWith bhe godoe probalily Fromn neolithic times. wii bl Lhe

discovery of agricultuwrs it bhecams apperent that the male had

something to do with creation of 1ife. s owmtelle dating $rom
: £ :

abrout H5EE B, OLE. shows & man and woman copulating on one side
G
and the mother holding the baby on the obther, thus the connechion

WEE il

thi e

oty known i varilous languages Damuzi, Tammuos,
Gttis, Adonis, Osiris or Basl died in kis yvoubh, causing a period

cef o annmual griet and lamsnbtation among those who paid homage to

the godidess., He is alwave the assoclate of the Goddess,

the relation of the voung god or yvoubth bto the goddess was

By i Egypt by D and oocuwrred in the sarliest 1iterature of

Bumer, energed in Later Babvlon, Anatolia and Camasn and survived

in the gresk legend of dpokheodite and Adonis (who was born in

Bethlelen) and w b im0 FRome dn the rituals of Attis and
Cybele, possibly influencing the svymbolism and rituals of sarly
Ghiristiani by,

it e one of the major aspects of the religion which bridoss

Lhe vast expanses coversd both geographically and

chromnol oegiosl 1y,

saea Lhat what s bedng dealt with is

i ry . we

Llporn ol cser s
basically ong religion covering thouwsands of vears and a very

Large geographical ares.

5 were simply various titles suoh

¢

Lhe mnames for bhe goododes



eplthets as guesn of heaven, Lady of bthe high place, celestial

reler, lady of the undverse, soversign of the heavens, liones ok

the sacrad assembly or simply her holiness, whe was revered muoh

as oo s btoday.

the simdlarities of statues, titles, symbols such as the serpent,

the oow, the dove armgd the double ase, the relationship of the
£y

oSl over who dies and ds mowned annual by, eunuch priests, the

gacred anndal  sexual uanion and bthe sexual oustoms of the tenple,

horeveal the overlapping and underlying conmnmections betw

the worship of the female delby in aress as far apart

amc bime as ords of Sumer to classical

Mo,

Graves

proviobes ouwd bhat judging by archecloglical evidenos

There was & remarkably homogenous systen of religious ldeas based

gy e many bitled Mother Goddess.

srobher weites put it. "Freom Inoia o the Mediterraniean  she

el gried supr

Womenmmwhe

Firet some definitions.

Matrilir

Lty is generally defined as that societal structure
ir which inheritance teakes place thro the female line, sons,

husbancds o brothers gaindmg access to title and property only as

e resuld of thele relation

vip to the woman whi is the legal

(0



e L d b does ot mean

v owhidoh ds defimed as women in powesr, or more

spEcidically the mother, as the head of the family, taking this

position i community or sbate government as well.

the soonomios of bShe Meolithic and esrly historical agricad tueal

¢

cdescribhed as Fol lows:

societis

ey oemarely smoesd ety womern wielded Uhe madn soueoss of weaslting
Ll were bthe owners of the house, bthe producers of food, they
provided shelbter and ssoweity., Eoormomi cally, theretore, nan was

clEpandant uporn woman,

& omarn namad Diodorus abowt 4% BLOOUE traveled and weote about
wermesrt i obher cul buress,

Fie e

e baed bhat women of Ethiopia careried serms, praoctioed

commural o marridage and raised their ondldeen commaral vy so bhatb

bhraey of Ler conduded even themselves as to who the natural mobher
L
i Libya  where the Goddess dNeith was highly estesmned,

acoounts of Amozon women s5till lingered evean in Romsas Ll mes.

MLl authority was vested in the weoman, who discharged every
Rimo of public duty. The men looked after domesstic affairs just
e bhe women do among owrsel ves and did as they were told by
Thelr wWwlves. They were mob allowsed to underteke weae
Lo exerold ariy functions of government, o to Fi11
ofFire, such as might have given fthem more spirit to
themssl ve upr @gged st the womer . The children ware bhandes over
immedietely after bicbh to the men, who rescraed them an omillk and
cibher foods sultable Lo thelr ags.

(M3

e also reported that women formed sarales and dnveded other Dands

“f



o Bahald of their gododess.,

(& SBet) .

reported, worshipped the god

was revered as the dnventor of agricul ture, Mealer and

physician and as one who first canlished the Laws of

the land.

e wrobte "It ds for bhese reasons, dn fach, that it was
crdained that the gueen should have greater powsr and honode than
the king arnd that among private persons the wife whould enjoy
althority over the husband, husbands agresing in the marriags
contract that they will be obedient in all things to their
Wives. "

He

wiotus of Gresce, several cenburies before Diodorus, weobts

that in Egyot “Women go in the market -place, ransact affaiers and
sooupy themselves wilth businesss, while the husbands stay home arnd

WE AV,

By bthe 18tk dynasaty (187E-1380) the influsnoce of the Aryan

invaders was being felt strongly and it was only at this time

that the word Pharoh was used to designate the mele of the

Fioasebol o

Lo Bumer

WES sl

polvandry was practicosd as is evidenced by laws

acpad st it i India the Dravidian Goddes

s shi pping aress
polyandry has still been practiced this century.

i bies med v of bhe Swmerian

Agami

maven is a female and a gododess s oredited with the invention

I



of wWrdtdng.

Baol wara

the earlisest ewampl wirdbimg (alowh

giscovered in the temples of the Goddess Inanna of Eresch where the

woman Lived and twened owt tesple saccounts of payment for Land

ettt al .

iy Babylon, with b

Law goce of Hammuwrakad bob was slready being

infdluenced by the MArvan™ s, womsn could aoguirs property, take

Tagal actior, Dbe a parbty to contrac and she had & share

in ber husband®s inheritance.

they ware free bto reoguesst divorce, and cowld disclaim any
presmporsi bl ity For theilr husbancds Dndebtedness whioch means shae
was drvolved in Financial affadies,

i Morthern Mesopobtami&, there are records of women judges

arg) magistrates down o the Bbh Cent. BLOLE.

by the end of the 2rnd Millemnium a mareded woman could no
y

Torger engfags in busine

uriless directed by her bhugband, son o

brother in 1aw.

These are just somg examples of the way women were treated and

allowed more Fresdom then @ver sinos. The mame s brue of

Arrat L iay, Crete and even Sparta  where the worship of Artiemis

cortbinued to thrive in © W wWer e Fres and

irdependent.,
according to Fuwipedes and Plutarch, young Spsctan womsn wers
Found dn o the Gymnasia where bhey btossed off their clobthing and

wirsst Led maked with thedr male conbtemporaries, thay apparatently

1%



nad btotal sesdal fresdom and tho oonogamny was the official

gvEral  accounts that it was

maErriage rule b was maEntionsed in

not taken

s Ly,

(F OB L EER, O )

I have been retering to the coming of the Indo-BEuropeans now

mone clariticabion.

I
{3
b

Thies

e irpvaders were coming Feom Thier northern bomelands
RFussiae and the Caucasus reglon where they were nomaedic hunters

i3

arnd fishers, Foochange in oweather foroed a southern migration.

They wers aggressive warriors riding two abrest in

s achmawry wear chariotbs

called by scholars "the batble ase

cul twres” and represent the root of all Indo-BEuropesan spealking

e 1oene

thair cnaracter was dominantly pastoral, patriarchal, warkibke

arcl Enparisl v,

They came i & serd

of migrations perhaps

chiing back to

A B, L.

il Ehey wiewed themsely

@i A Supsrior peopls

bramerd upon thelr conoguest of the more settled worshippers of the

goddess whom Uhey conoguered.,

they were in continual conflict mobt only with the people
whinse §ands they invaded but betwsern themselves as well.

b that surtaces in sach area in which they made and

appEarance s that of a group of aggresslve warriors, accompanied

armcing, who drdtial iy inveaded,

'!’{’




ot each Land

conguerad and then ruled the indigfencus popalal
thaey entered.

they ware on the Iranian plateas by the fouwth millenium., in

GBratellia by the early third dated saround 2 i
the ITranian plateaw and Anatolia were thelr main area from

whii ok they immagrated south into the near sast during the dEnd

mi ltendum going as far as northerns India.

historical, mythological and archeclogical sveldence suggest that

it was these northen people who brought with them the concep
light as good and derk as evil (possibly their view of the darker
shkined people they conguered) and of & supreme male deity.

shis ded bty was not like the son/lover assoociabed with the
1

sey  Braal mEsE mess

Mother goodole often portraved as & sbtors god or

mountain god blazing with fire or lightening.

st L mas thi shorm good was annexed to & goddess such as

Hera, an older mother goddess in Greece was to Zeus, or emnerged

female dedty such as Marduk slaying Tiamut in Babylondan myth,
i thse myths the female deity is syobolized as a serpent or

aften a e ated with darkness and evil.

A i

thers is no gquestian that the allesgorical identity of the
gragorn or serpent s that of the Goddess religion.

The Gryans didn®t ignore the godidess, the original supremns
diety of the conquered peoples, bubt she was symbolically included
irosueh a manner thal these supposedly religious oyviths allow us

to trace bher evenbual deposition.

15



The male deilty f& invariably the powsrseful ohanpion of light.
(appolloa, Indra in India, Basal in Canman?

b as o well s

tho Maal has & dusl role as storem god of Mo

The mpeobber fcomsort of bthe Goddess aratbh.
The comousst of Leviabhan by the Hebrew god YHWRM 1s the

Rikxlical account (FPsalm 74514 and Isaiakh 270

i B, George and the dragon and the

Lhie mybb even swrvi

(e the

wmlhory of St. Fatrick deiviog bhe snale
mother ) ouwt of ITreland.

The female religlion, especially after the sarlier dnvasions,
appears o have assimilated the male deities into the older
worship and the Goddess swrvived as the popolse rellgilon of the
people for thousands of VEQFE‘EftEF the dnditial invasions.,

e sounods so omuceh Tl ke Indo-BEaropean

The God oFf the He

there has bto be a commection. YHREH is & god of the mt.

it lusnoe

) ing with Light, he defeats the serpent, and the very

oatiriarchal atviltudes and laws whioch were later acoped into
e d smbd ard by, were unlike anything of the swrounding peoples buatb
mhcwd Bhis Arvan dndlusnce.

thees will all be discussed later.

Tt s dinteresting to note thet 1L is after bthe Fased

ar group)  conguered Babylon about 1668 BCE that

il ek

Maroluds & god known in Mammuarabil s peridod (about 1888 was made a

major god, dn fact head of the pantheon. The myll of Maradak

i

killimg Tiamuat, and the myth of Indra Bi1Lling Danuw and her son,
Yitra dn Indian o myth, owere welbten aboul the same perlod

17



O G- 1406 BOEY for the same reason, o meke the male deity

ST ST o

.

oyt ol X

EE was v ad

By & geroup which evenbtual ly Formesd

arc ard cacy e master race and culed the whole of Egypt.

They were called by the natives "followers of HorasY. the
evidence of this is found in the graves of the late predynastic
period  where the remains of people whose skalls re of grester
wlee and whase bodies were larger tham the natives were found so
that it is swe one did not derive feom the other.

Memphil s was made the caplital and by 2983 the sun god Hor ke
show Rim riding about i his boat of heaven.

the name of the first king of the lst dyvnasty was Hoe-dha but

r

the mame of Hor appears bto heve then besn dinocorporated into the

more ancient religion of the Goddess as "the son who dies. " this
led to contusion bebtwessn the twoe hors, one the arvan god of light

i

af the invaders, bthe obher Horus the son of the Goddess Isis.

L I o T o U VU B g ot e o e O R - W e A R

The sarlilest writing from Lran ds that of the Oy

foroasster around S8 BCE, which is relatively late in comparison
oy The bibklical witings amnd the weitings from Incia.

However, the themegs are the same as a1l the indo-Ewropean

abrowt God., The very strict dualism beltwsen 1ight and dark.
In fact Zorosster developed this into & good god Ahuwra Maszdao

va. Mis equally eternal evil counterpart, (Aheimand.

joste

Ahiara Mazda ds represented by Fire and it is noteworthy that

the Brahming of Indis and the Levite priests of the Hebrews also

1%
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conasidered fire an s ely dmportant part of their ritual.

o oall the e

vases Wi are dealing with mountain go

arnch/or storm gods. and they are all male.

whier &

g dn the Rig Veda in India is developed more

significantly in Irarm. He is the sun God and his religion
tenclusivaly male) was found as far as grreat. Briton carried by
Foaman soldiers,

Maryy of his rites, such as communion of bread and WL,
baptism in bulls blood, and his Dirthday on Dec. 295, are fol lowed
by Chrisianity (not in blood, of course).

the gocdde

raeligion was apparently revived in Iran about the
4th Cant. C.E. when the Goddess Arnahita was i charge of the

LAPE L VBT E we are tola that Ahuwra Mazda has given her the task of

cching over all creation.

MAe far as Christianity is concerned, the rit

ot Ovbele and
Gttis which were in Rome well befors the Chiristian sra had much
intlusnoe.

Claudius made the worship of Cybele and Attis the state

iy

raeligion of Rome im0 %1 0.E,

it ds dnmter

to note that he put out a decrees about this

samne time kicking all the Jews out of Fome "because of Christus".

time the Christisns were still considersd a seet wld
Judad sm) .
T

It looks like he was gatting rid of the one real competitor

o Cyvibele,

Har rites are celebrated ar-ound the spring Eguinox din March

1§



7odays which inclades the death and resurresction of

are run

the sondlover, atbtiz.

sl hhiru oaf Rome tied to a

is efigay was cared

tres (ping) undear which he died castrating himseld so he would be
faithtul the Cvbele.

be was raised after thres days at which time is great

celebration and all men who want to becoms priests castrate

themselves, are baptized and must go thru the stre ot R

Reagging women e clothing to wear.

The influence of the Indo-Euwropeans upon India and upon the

Hebrew people starting with Abrabam will be discussed later,

wgpard gmo anad bhe Wi

The revival starting in the 1968%s of p

mvaEmsEnt will be discussed in the last lechure.
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