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By the end of the first cent. C.E. The church was
beginning to develop &s an dnstitution.

i the N. T. the pastoral letters of I and I1D Tim,
Titus, and the letters of Jamss and Jude reflect this
dévalmpm@mt"

the pastorals were written bhetwsen 98 and 1148 DLUE. and
show that there was already chewch officers such as bishops
and eldere which did not sdist at the time of Faul. this is
ore of bhe ways scholars bEnow they were nobt o weitten by Paul.

There is & drastic changs in ﬁh@ attitude towsrds womesn

C
ey, Whgress Faal seadd

shown also byt

’

el of The o
women could take paet, and 40 faob were leaders o many

shorals there was a retuwrn bthe

bry bhe btime of the p

thie

halte guo where womesn were told to keesp silence and were
ret ml lowed to teach msn, only vounger wmm%iLj ~hﬂ

this is reflected in several interpolations in Paul s

retters whioh sttempted to give Pauline authoriy to this

SheXE where there s an

view, Farticoulardly in T Coe 140

mlhviouws attempt to silence women.

the Letter of James redflects the fact that the faith af =

the Chrock was no longer considered a reletionship with a

peErsar &5 in Faul bubt oas s set of doctrineg to be accepbed



arnd believed in.
Thus sven in the KN. T. we see the changee leading to the

catholic church.

By the end af the first cent. the church had spread
throughout much of the mediteranean world. but it did ot
enjoy +full legality and it was not grantedd the status of =
licit religion under FRoman law.
Mera in &4 E.E. initisted a persection against the
christians blaming them for buwrning Rome.
Minor. Out of this the beok of Revelation was writen.
HGMEVEFSXEE? new religaon spred rapidly in the Znd cent
following the trade routes of the empire. it spread from its
gtarting place tao Mesopotamia to the southern coast of
Britainﬂ on the Rhone and Rﬁineﬂ along the sastZern shores
wf the Adriatic and in M. Africa into Egypt as well as
continuing to grow in GBresce, Syria and fAsia Minor.
this growth was mainly an wban phenomencon as most the
rural areas remained pagaﬁz] \
there were some persectutions in this time but not until
persesuti o,
.$me REH-259 the waorst persection and widest spread one

wais conducted with the ides of wiping out Christianity.

P
Foes \Jf&/[i%e 2rnd cent. was the most significant'%nr Christian
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~to become a universal religion addressing the gentiles.

history. It was a time when the church had to put it
beliefs and order into its internal organizstion.

it had to decide whether to remain a Jewish sect or was

with much internal confict, it decided on the later course.

There were fouwr major issues of decision to the new )

A
religicus movement which would eventually provide the basic

direction of the chwreh in the entire later period of its

history.

or second coming of the 1or%£] as has been ﬂatedg{the church
began &= an apocylyptic sect expecting his immediate return.
. ’ J 2
The writings of Faul, and those attributed to him, show a
] 1
movement Ffrom imminént expectation to an scceptence-of
. ;
prestponment . T r

the gospel of Luke is saying this and John, the last

gospel, has the ides that the loard has already come, and we

are iLivirng in his gloritication now {realized eschaﬁmlogiizj

The most-gpoestolic church had & numbker of different ways

lord as well as an expression of hope in his second coming.
this sacrament was conducted right from the beginning. This
rite united Christ with Eis %mllﬁwérﬁn |

Bapti=sm became the rite of initiation very sarly and
these two sacraments slong with ordination of clergy wers

511 the church had until much later.
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Christianity adopted Greek ideas along with jewish.

Fram the Jewlish the idea of the Farousia and reswrection of
the body, and from the Greek one of immoartality and life
cwith Christ in anocther world after death..
In Pauline literature we see both of these presemnt. In
fact Faul gives two different idess in his authentic
writings. In Cor. the idea of waiting till the resurrection
to be with Christ, and in Fhil. the idea that immediately an
aeathg vou will be with Christ.

Vigorous missionary activity was carried aon in spite of

the ides that the parcusia was at hand.l

This was[the second problem facing the church. how do we

handle the wisdom of thg gentiles, mainly the Greeks.

The Church not only offered a sense of salvation to its
converts, it also offered 8 defimition of man and his world,
arnd this definition of the meaning of man found itself in
competition with the philosophy of the Greeks. this
competition existed in an air of official and wunofficial
Fostility.

in the Znd cent. a group af Christian witers knows as
the Apologists arose to defend their dmctrinej] Pf

there were many including Afristides, Justin martyr,
Tatian, Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian. they
attempted to defend the faith and show its superiority to
Greek philosophy. to do this, they made use of Greek idéas
and thus introduced the Greesk idiom into Dhristian'theolcgyu
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for example, Justin Martyve iput to death in rome in 1465
speaks of the "MWord" (Logos) and shows how this GBreek idea
of divine action in the world is fulfilled in Jesus. He
sgesz the logos as war& teaching Greeks such as Socrates and
Jews such as Abraham and Elijah so says all those who “1ived
by reason"! are in some way Christians. He does rot stress
the life of the historic Jesus eucept as the incarnaticon of
the Logos and as the revelation of true philosophy.
| Justin took a positive approach to Greek philosophy,
"Whatever has been uttered aright by any men in any place
belorngs te us Christians: for, next to God, we worship and
love the Word which is from the unbegottren and ineffable
Godi Since on our account he has been made man, that, heing
made partaker of our sufferings, he may also bring us
healing”

Clement of Alexandria saw philosophy as 'necessary to
the Greeks for rightecusness, until the coming of the Lord."
and after that as assisting "toward true religion as & kind
af preparatory training for those who arrive at faith by way
of demornstration.”

this view meant with opposition as Tertullian, a Roman
lawyer, found his pagan analogies in Foman law rather than
Greek philosophy. .

"What is there in common between Athens and Jerusalem?
What between the Academy and the Church? What between
heretics and Christianst"

The mode of relationship started by the Apologists,
howaver, persisted and the Church procedded later to

construct its theclogy on the basis of the Greek

o




-

_

philneophical beritage and using Greel philosocphical

Language.

ot

relations between Christianity and Gnosticism.

Gnosticism appealed to many of the best minds in the
garly Chuweh and at its height ino the middle decades of the
centuwry threatened to infuse and change the beliefs of
Christianity in & thoroughly substantial manner.

the church was weakly organized and its beliefs Eéill
largely undeFinEﬁZj 7/

we have alreédy discussed some of the beliefs of
grosticism and =sesn some of the resemblances hetwesen it and
the church.

these similarities made it =zasy for Grhostic meanings td
penetrate the fzith. [%%rigt was seen a2 the emissary of the
good but_hidden Hod senf to rescue men of spiritual
character by revealing secrat kmmwledg%Z?

While Faul was certsinly not a gnostic, the Gnostics were
able to use much in his teaching. for exs in I cor Z2:7 the
idea of "& secret and hidden wisdom of God."

the god who was the cresator of the world was sgen as an
evil deity or at best an inferior demiruage.

[%gggg;gm or the idea that Christ only ®apeared to bhe® &
man but did not have buman natwe was the first major heresy

the church had to.contend witﬁﬂ :\J\




Marcion waz the major figure

here. he was from Asia

minor and converted to Christianity in Rome. Under thse

influence of & Roman Gnostic, C

erda, he began to develop a

graostic Christianity. He was excommunicated from the Roman

Crawrch in 144. He then selb up
compiled & canon of Chriétian 1
accepted only the Gospel of Lubk
which he edited to meet his own

In Fact, many gospels and ep

pericd amd go to make up the M.

Marcion extablished his new
against the growing legalism in

much of ordinary christianm 1
people tried to work out practi

the Didache or teaching of t
church manuwel . The writings of
known as the
lite.

The chuwoch was both ascetic
legalism.

Wednesdays and Fridays were

a separate church of his own,
iteratuwre in whichk he

e and ten Fauline epistles
GBrnostic standards.

igties appesred i this time

T. apacryphia.

church in part as a protest
the church.
ife had become legalistic as

cal ways to live their faith.

ard marked by certain

days of fasting. Fraysr and

almsgiving were held in high regard. satisfaction as welll

‘&5 repentance was necessary for

{Bnasticigm was Christianitys most dangerocus enemy and

threatend to distort and tramsf

result was a Christian coun

7

the torgiveness of sin.

orm the meaning of the faith.

terresponse iIin which the



Christian intellectusl leadership took up the figfht to
detend the faith from what was seen as demonic subversioaon.
they responded In twe areash doctrine and organization.

e T

in response to Marcion in 184 the Muratorian Cammnc&gm

accepted by Rome and was pretty close to what it is now. it
{

was finslly confirmed at Hippo in 393 C.E. as we have it

tha;Z]

[5359 a credal statement was developed which becams krnown
language the  content and import of the faith.
In response to gnosticism the organization of the church
wae the development of ecclesiastical iﬂstzitutiurj f), 3 -
The Christian truth was =seen to régide i th Church and
the core of Church organization was the office of the
bishop.
this form of leadership begen early to give way to s
single ruling figure, the bishop, probably bezause collegial
leadership is always unstable and tends to give rise to a
one-man farm.
the crisis of gnosticism hastened thie rise in power and
Bhrfgtian faith came to be seen as .entrusted to "those who,
togethear Qitrh the successiaon of the episcopate, havre
received the certain gift of truth" {(Irenaeus, Against
Heresies. )
The Raman Church was being accorded & certain strategic
position in this transmission of apostolic faith zince the
church was set up by the two great apostles, Feter and Faul.
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‘&}H Christianity had to define its basic ideas and achieve

some kind of aniformity with respect to grnosticism oF 1t
prozably would not heave survived, &t least not as a powerftul
cultural force.

between 156 and 174 the'churcﬁ developed marked Catholic
characteristics. there was a greater degree of union
between chuwrches, the older colliegial leadership gave way to
monarchical episcopate, the Blder'charigmatic freedaon gave
wa? to defined doctrine, and the clergy were Emeréing as a
leéding and intellectual stratum in the church and the 1ai%y
were entering a kind of status of religious tutelage. I\

the church based itself on apostolic succession of office
and teaching. Thus the chuwch repelled the Gnostic danger,
But it changed itself cmnsiﬁerably in the process.

Im this struggle the rise of thé chuwrch was characterized
by exwplicitely defined doctrine, integrated organization and
law. ;

the end of the End cent. saw one cathcolic chuwrch thruout
the empire and around it a number of sects calling

themselvaes Christian as well but considered heretical and

enemlies of the faith by the catholic chuwrch.

\ij[E}e eginning of the Ird cent. saw the emergence of the

Church in the basic form which it maintained until the
Feformation and which the Eastern Orthodod and Foman
-
Catholic churches maintain to this dayf? {ﬁ
—
Bishops were seen as the guardians of orthodoxy while the
laity were igrm-ant. At times later conveerts were
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illiterate pagans or those born into the church who lacked
the enthusiasm of esrlier generations.

[E%i% loss of sponteniety and the growing importarnce of

F—————

problem

both in the 2Znd amd 1é6th cent., revolt was at the same
time a reaction to an increasing worldliness in the chrcha.

inm the early church Christ was considered  divine and
worshipped with the Father.

by the begimming of the 2nd cent. christian thought had
differentiated the Holy Spirit from Christ and had seen it
as pre-edistent with the Father and Son. This is seen in

the Trinitarian baptisamil formula found ino Matt. 28.

With the failuwre of the parousia it was seesn that the

Holy Spirit would come and bring a more abundant 1ifen.? /' ?Z

thus this hope was expressed in Monptanism arond the year

156 Montanus announced himself to be the passive insteument

the end of the world was seen as imminent and the
Montanists advocated that sil should go to Fhryvgia, whernce
Montanus had come and where ecstatic religion was popular
since the new age would start thers.

arn ardent ascetic discipline was advooated including
celibéﬂys $aétingg and abstinence from meat.

it became very popular and the bishops of Asia Minor
called the first eynods of bishops in church history to
combat it arcund 1748 CLE.

The Montanist doctrines were found in Rome arcound the
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vaar 17# and remsined for & long time )8 source of inner
conflict in the Roman chuwweeh.

Around the year 208 the great African apologist
Tertullian became a montanist. The protest of Luther was
gimilar and Tertullian anticipated Luther s reasesrtion of
the priesthoocd of believers—"Are not ever we laics
gl pea

Women held an equal place with men in the Montanist
heresy. In fact, it was twu women who accompanied Montanus

in his missionsry activity. They had been priestesses of

Cvbele in FPyrgia.

Rige of Manasticism - Shew clip ~# (0 ot [eo0 e 436

Monasticism is2 a form of protest and invol;es the
Tounding of separate and special ascetic communities.

this phencmonom is found not omly in Christianity bult im
Judaism and in non—biblical religione in most of the world.

Monasiticism was & protest movement within the church
expressing withdrawal from or rejection of the world and the
churech which compromises with the world with its sinfulness
and halfheartedrness,

It represents the attempt o live in harmony with the
©highest and strictest ideals of a religious tradition, to
assert those ideals and form an ideal community of
believers.

supericr pagan spirits looked upon the world as moral 1y

11




guestionable and advocated a restrained and austere life
sgeing human fulfiliment i contemplation rather than
action.

this last idea was taken overt by the Christians. The
2nd cent. looked upon & life of voluntary poverty, celibacy
and contemplation as the Christian ideal and thers were many
who_practiced it within the Chuwrch without seperating
themselves from the community.
| this gave rise to a double étahdard arnd the chuwrch
derived a higher and lower morality.

This expression of the more rigorous ideal led men into
the desert where they led Iive; of extreme self-denial and
zel f-torture.

Anthony (Z517-334) an Egyptian who first took up the
ascetic life in hie native village but sgon went to the
wilderness, was the most important of these.

Mamy imitated him and the desert had many hermits
following this extrems ascetic ideal.

Pachomie {(292-34646) changed this hermit life into a
community life or cenocbitic form when he sstablished a
monastary at Tabenna on the Nile between I15-Z26 and a
convent for women somewhat later.

at one time he was =zaid to have zeven thousand men and

women living under his rule in & number of congregations.

Fachomius® monastic idea gaingd considerable following
and was reformed by Bagil (Z328-37%) who worked for its

propagation from about the vear 2468 on.
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Hasil e monastic rule is the basic constitutrion of
monasticism in the Eastern Orthodox Churchés to this day.

Athanasius First brought monasticism to the west. he was
an archbishop of Alexandria and a friend of Anthony’s.

it was looked on with suspicicn but met with the
approval of some of the Latin Fathers such as Anbrose,
Auguetine and Jeroms.

Mestern monasticism was disorganized until around 29
when Benedict of bMursia established the monastic rule since
known as Henedictine and sstablished his community at Monte
Cassino, halfway betweern Fome and Maples.

Fernedict built his way of life around worship and worlk.
Worship took abowlt 4 hours s day and woe-ld was both mental
and physical and was concerned with both agricultuwrsl and
intellectual endeavaors.

The Renedictines becamre important transmitters of
culture and their emphasis on worship made thelr monasteriss
centers for the development of litwgy and the development
of the Christian culture of the garly middle ages in which
litwrgy was a central element.

They made tremendous contributions to the progress of
European agricultuwre in the early middle ages but their
missionary work made Mb. Cassing the schoolmaster of Europes.

They and the eister monastaries went north and brought
christianity teo the Teutonic and Celtic peoples.

Whern civilization decaved after the fall of Rome
monasticism locked sven more attractive. from the -

-
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beginning, monasticism attracted the best people in the
Church and after the foundaticn of the monatery at Clunmy im
gastern France in 918 and later it waes esven more athractive.

out of this mqﬁastary came a great refora movement called
the cluniac reformation. it held the monastic ideal before
the world, advocated celibacy and culminated in the election
of the cluniac monk Hildebrand to the bishop of Rome, long
sirce the central presiding and ruling bishopric of the
Church.

a5 Bregary VII (1#73-14854) he journeyed throughout much
aof western Christendom, purifiving the church and struggling

against the political domination of lthe church by the

Christian emporer.

in Ireland & version of the stricter Egyptian
menasticism arcse and flowrished from the fifth to the
seventh cent. in the celtic British Isles.

it combineged ascetic rigor of an estreme sort with the
most arduous missiconary work in the Fritish isles armd on the
contiﬁemtn

The Celtic chuwrch was in fact organmized around
manasteries rather than the bishops, and their episcopal
sees and Celtic monasticism adapted itself to the Céltic
clan system so that monasteriess were also clan organizations
and abbhots were hereditary offices.

Irish monks played a stratigic part in converting
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Morthern Buwrope but in the later consclidation of the church
the better orgarnized and moderate Benedictines proved
SWREFELOr .

The practice of private contession had developed among
the monks of both East and West and the Irish missionaries
of the &th and 7th Cent. irntroduced the practice to the
laity a=s a wheole along with pemitential literature which
flowished in Ireland.

This practice replaced an earlier public confission of
the community and became thrucout the middle ages a long
training school in introspection and self examination for
individual christians. '

The distinchtion between clergy and laity, & distinction
of function became a difference of religious worth and
dignity. With monasticism there arose a new
distinction——between people formnally esen as "religious” and

At first mornasticism was a lay movement with
anti—eccesiaaticai potential but with the rules of Basil
and Benedict monasticlism was domesticated, so to speak.

the rules brought it not only within the Chuwreh but in
the west especially put its huge religious eneréies at the
Churchs service.

by the llth century & third division had arisn in the
chilrch in those who bhegan trving te study and put ocrder iﬁtﬁ
canon law and thecology.

This new tvpe was edemplified in Hugh gf 8t. Victor (d.

1141), & monk, a Christian FPlatonist, and by his won

13




admission a man who loved all forms of lesrning sacred and
profang. He represented the chweh as two peoples——one
following the pope made up of clerics and monks, the obther
following the emperor made up of princes, nobles. knights
and ordinary men and women, & representation that became

more freguent in the 15th and 1&6th centuries.

the Christian tradition

By the 4th and 3th cent. the traditions of Christianity
had assumed the major forns which would characterize them
for many centuries to come.

the scriptures of both the Hebrew Bible and new Testament
were considered the final revelation and becamne more
important.

The develmpment‘mﬁ Tripitarian ideas which becams the
distinctive core of Chrisetian theclogy helped by the variocus
creaedal statements developed at the great councils.

the idea of apostolic awtheority in determining what was
heresy and who could be ordained. as well as discipline.

Rome was sarly the largest and the pope (bishop of Rome)
was primacy in spite of oppositions in which the church of
Narth Africse (Coptic) and later the Eastern Orthodox {(11ith
Cent.) broke from Rome.

This tirend toc make the pope ﬁhe highest authority
culminated in Vatican I (18797 s5) when thé pope was decalvred
to be infallible in all matters of “"faith and morals,”

By the 4th and Sth cent. the Christian tradition of
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worship and prayer and the nere-and-now relationship to God
thru Christ which flowers in later lituwrgical and mystical
developments were well estaklished.

the cultivation of Christian feeling in connection with
the Mass and divime office, and the development af Xian
I‘fi\,,f's'ta'.r.::i.';r,m,l represents a profound deepening of the
gpirituality Df Western man and his relation to Gaod.

also well established was the tradition of asceticism,
selt denial and an other-worldly crientation and & high
estimation of wvirginity for men and women, of fasting and
ghetinance in the puwrsuit of perfection.

a dark suspicion of sexuality which exaggerated and
exacerbated the problems of spivrit and flesh throughout
Christian history also came to the fore.

the reaction of the institutional church to the extremes
of asceticism and self-denial was to officially speak for
moder-ation and to be suspicicous of extremes. This became

characteristic of the churech i thse matters.

tiraditions of protest were also established as can be seen

in the medieval sects such as the Cathari and Waldensians
énd later in the churches of the Reformation.

This tradition of protest was visible in two forms of
EARIrREE1 ON

one in the groups whiach leave the great Church andg
pursue independently their own understanding of the

Christian calling., and
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two, theose who remain within as religicous orders and are
reconciled to the life of the great Church but find for
themselves a special, seperate and often retorming status
within {(the Franciscana‘)

noticable to was the marked split betwesn men of religion
and men of the world which is characteristic of the west and
which even the best efforts of the reformation can®+

avelr come.

came keepe rising to the surface.

men continued to expeet & second advent or an age of the
Holy 8pirit (Johachim of Fiore) and found in the
catastrophes of each new age the everts imitiating the
conditions of the coming of the MNew derusalem, a tradition
constantly driven underground and rising again.

Momtamist hopes in Pyrgia to Millerite hopes in Mew York
(1842} to Jehovah witnesses. %11 have staked their hope on
the szecond coming of Christ in their generation. Many
groups today (mostly fundamentalists) still belive wa are in
the last years of the Christian Millinea.

Todays hopes are based on the fact that Israel became a

nation in 1948 and it is believed that the genaration which

saw that event will see the parcusia.

ALl of these tremds in the Christian tradition were

established by the 4th and £i$th

it




