Chiristianity was the product of Jewish messianic gopes

and expectations and was considered by it adherents to he
their fulfil lmant.

atter the retwn from exile, apocalypltic esxpectations had

come o play an important part in Jewish psyohology.

Judaid sm after the the edxile developed several tendencies of

Feliglous opindoan which have been samewbhat discussed last

probably derived from the hasidim or FPilous
ores wWho supportred the Maccsbsan revolt against Greek

CFECHAT L ST,

They were bhe mos accuwrats interp

“eters of the 1aw.

they placed great emphasis upon obedience to the law but

they also looked forwsard bto the fulfillment of lsrasl s

iii

el e

iy and Belisved in the resurrection of the dead,

thus they belisved in the importance of individual as well

as oo rellglous eepresslon.

held theilr position as priests by hereditary
Fight and weres often weal thy. They practiced & kind of

cooperation and compromt se with Roman power.

they accepted only the pentetusch as soriptuwre and

e

malntained a conservative position in regard to any ldeas

cosnd rg Freom Perel @ Thus they dicd not belisve in devils,



angels o resureection of the dead.

are ot mentioned in the M. T. bBbul wegee

morrastd o They looked forward to & coming triawmph of good
over evil which wouwld be the culmination of history and &

fulfillment +or lerasl. They saw themselves fulfilling the

call of ITsaiah to prepare a highway in the desert for God's

T (30 o T

at least one of which was Jesus disciple

{800 M) .

The originated around the time of the revolt of Judas the

Halilean as & protest again the census teaken undesr the

]

Feommar porocuwrator Bailrinius.

Thiery were absclutely opposed to foreign domination and
the payment of btades bto foreign ralers,

they appear to have been regarded with disapproval by the
oty of Jews.

Theay practiced political violence and were imporbant in

édy D B

the leading advocates of war against Rome and

ramalned dmoportant encugh to take part in another rebaellion

thres generations later.

i Ghimds

The relationship and dinfluence on Christianity is complex
ro hard to detsrmine.

The phari s

woare spoken of oritacally yvet Jesus and his



lela@er5 shared their belief in the resurrectian of the
dead and their emphasis wpon the individual as well as the
collective aspects of religious life.

Jesus also appears Lo have generally followed the

Fharizsaic discipline and Faul was himself a former Fharisee.

the Baducees had no immediste influence but the early church

saWw its worship as a transformed version of temple sacrifice

Thise who cmnve?ted to Christianity saw it az the
fulfillment of the hopes of Judaism, the fulfillment of Lhe
caovernant who embraced 511 who belisved.

It embraced as central to the religicus life the Jewish
emphasis wpon morality, rightousness as a personal
disposition and sin asz an offense against Bod.

It zaw Jesus as the Messiah of Israel, the expected
annainted one of YHWH and looked forward te his retwn to
@arth to be followsd by the end of the presmet world, the
resurrection of the deadand the final judgement on all
humans.

desus quotes the Shema (Deut. 6) when asked what the
greatest commandment is and Lev. *love nelghbpor as EE}f”=HS
the second.

A1l three synoptic gospels (Matt., Mark and Luke) see
Jesus Identifving himself as the messiah thus identifying
himself with the deepest hopes and aspirstions of the Jewish

paecple.




The New testament presnets to us those characteristics of
dJesus and his career which were the foundation of the faith
aof the churhc seen in the light of the development of that
faith that had taken place within the community in the first

" three or four generations.

according to the gospel narratives Jdesus preached, taught,
healed, died and rose from the dead. He preached the
immenence of the Kingdom of Bod and called for repentence.

the kingdom Jesus proclaimed was in inner condition and
relationship toGod and an outer expressicon of moral
behaviour and compassion with respect to others.

Centiral to Jesus teachingd was love of God and one’es

L3

fellow man. Jesus accepted and took his stand upon the
Hebraic conviction of the ismmediacy of God and the
centrality of ethics, and in typical Jewish fashion he saw
them as Engéparable parts of a single reality. Central to
Hie preaching was a call for repentance, & demand for
justice and rightecusness from men, and an asswrance of
mercy from God.

Jasus stressed the importance of love-—-man’s love for Bod
and Eeod's tor man-—thus giving renewed emphasis to the ideas

faund in Hosea, Jeremiab, and Isaiah.
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Tesus Prustem v eati

ALl the canonicial goepels sge Jesus going deliberately
to Jerusalem for the celebraticon of Fassover, and event he
appears to have anticipated as closely bound up with the
manifestation of his own messianic mission.

He went in riding on a donkey to the acclamation of the
multitudes, accmding to the synoptic tradition, reminiscent
of the asg-riding princes of the sarly Israslite
;Gﬁ%@deratimm HE pbrtrayed in the Bong of Deborah and
fechariah™s prophecy (Zech. %.9

His last supper with his disciples on Thursday evening
has become the archetype of the basic Christian act of
warship ever since. The bread and wine of the traditional

seder were interpreted by Jesus az his hody and blood.

It was the conviction of his followers and the belief of the
gairly church which resulted from their efforts that Jesus
had risen from the dead and that his death and reswrection
taken together represneted the beginning of that messianic
kingdom which Jesus had proclaimed in his own earthly
ministry.

The resurrection became the kevstone of the Christian
taith, the guarantee that Jesus was of God and the sign of
the genersl reswrection to come.

Their are two traditions in the M. T. concerning Jesus
resurrection. The empty tomb tradition and the appearances
of the risen Lord to the disciples and many others in

Galilee.

oh




Eut the testimony of &1l traditions is that Jdesus, whom
the early followers had known in his earthly existence, had
beern put to death, was intered in a tomb, had been raided
from the dead, and had appesred to numerous Eywitneésesu
Thus the Easter event was the foundation of the Christian
faith.

the new messiamic age had commenced. Jesus had returned

to the Father but would come again.

The Kerygma was the preaching of the esarly church which
Brought new communities together in which Jesus® disciples
repeated the communion of bread and wine and where Lthey
believed the feglt the presence of the risen Tord.

They lived in the exapectation of the return of Jesus in
glory, amn event which they apparently Fel£ would coms in
their own lifetimes.

The Fervgma had & major points.

I+ preasching-they felt it was their duty to give but
this information concerning Jesus.

S. Evangelism — they must tell people the °good news®
(see below)

Z. kingdom (amncépt) rnew realm of edistance that was
now at hand., they were convinced that the kRingdom cams in
Jesus and was now in the world.

4. repentance— metancia was reguired, meant to tuen
about. one needed to change ones li+te Lo take part in the

kingdom.

[




F. faith—meant faith in What God has done in Jesus.

. the Kairos means the right time. Thie concept was
that it was the right time for Christ to come into the world
and also the idea that it is the right time to make a

decision to accept the *Good news® (gospel)

What is the Good News

1. Bod acted in Christ {(man is not invelved). God has
Errtered human Hiatnry uwnlike any other religion.

Z2. God has raised Jesus from the dead to show us the
reality of his entry into history.

2. 8Since god reised Jesus from the dead then God has dept
his praomises——has declared Jesus is the messiah——zaw
everything of Hebrew Bible ful+illed.

4, Through Christ Goo redeems his people. FRedeems means
pay fTor something to get kack. people can be saved from
aliénatiamy gto. and brought together in fellowship —have
meaning in life. {(this is the wltimate concern)

3. the Cross is Bod s way to victory——how someones can win
by losing—paradoy is that suffering can be used for others.
b, Chriist is Lord (Christos Eyrios)-not Ceaser. They

were being revolutionary without knéwing it

i tﬁis Christ will coms again to judge the living and
the dead.

8. result of the keryvgma—repent, believe (faith), and

follow {(become & disciple.

\




the uwltimate concern is galvatiion koth in and out of the

&The Early Churchi:

The &Acts of the Apostlesd was writlten by Luke, the

gospel writer probably between 8¢ anc 99 CLE. it begins
with the ascension of Jesus and the Fentacost event (the
caming of the Holy Spirit) to the 128 oF so people in a room
in Jerusal em.

| It is rmot bistery in the sense we have modern History.
it presents the fundamental conditions characteristic of the
intfant Christian community——the absence of Jesué now
beligved to be risen and returned to the Father, the
grupectation of his return and the lack of knowledge of the
timeg and sgasons fixed by GBod for its ococowrence, and the
origntation Lo proselytism.

the bool reflects the conviction of the author that the |

promises to Israsl were being fulfilled in the new church,
which was the new Istrael and heir to the old. The new : ;
church defings itseld as the new covenant community and is
oriented to the conversion of gentiles tho still
predominantly Jewlsh.
Thus the ook of fActs is tryving to present an idealized
picture of the easrly Chuweh. Actually the early Christian
commuarity at this time was divided among & number of trends
oth within Palestine and among the Christian gentile

groups.




Despite its statement that "The company of those who
believed were of one heart and soul (Actse 4132) the book does
reveal the existence of the severe inner conflict that
divided the Chuwch over the status of the law and the temple
in exrly Christian 1ife.

Acts shows us the followers of Stephen driven out af
derusalem, Feter after his escape from arrest departing and
going "to another place" {(Acts 12:17) leaving James, the
brother of Jesus, totslly in authority.

Faul was in contlict with the Hebrew Christians and in
Balations really shows the depth of his feelings. He raised
money from the gentile churches to bring to Jerusalem which
was meant to be & symbol of unity between the gentile and
Jewish christians. It gymbolized Christian unity, as the
Jewizh unity was svmbolized by the temple tax paid each vear
by the Jews of the diaspora.

Whern Fawl arrives in Jerusalem James and the other
legaders tell him thalt Hebrew Christians "all zealous for the
law" believe that he is telling the Jewish Christians of the
disapora to "forsake Moses" and to give up circumcison {(Acts
#1v21), and are afmuﬁed against him. Thereg follows Paul’s
arrest and his eventus martyrdom in Rome tho this is not
related in Acts.

a courcil was held at Jerusalem in probabkly 49 or =a
concerning whether the gentiles would have to kegp the law
D#.were free of it. It was pbasically decided that they
would not enforce circucision or dietary rules upon the

g




gentile corverts and Paul s apostleship was approved.
However, many problems still remained and not all agreed

with this decision.

YBnosticismy  ~ §[uw Scevrd F -~ /ML /Q_M)/é‘/z,g 5 X

Atlter the appearance of the mystery cults, the religious
and philosophical phenomenon known as grnosticism sppears in
the Brecoc Roman world.

it iz mot clear where it originated. it had been called
Grreel:, MNear Eastern, and Egyptian and it chows elemsnts of
all these. There is a Jewish gﬁogticism which was
considered heretical just as later there was a Christian
gnosticism which was considered heretical and combated
vigerously by the church a5 & dangercus heresy.

It eupresses severs disillusionment with life in this
worrld, as may be seen in various conflicting
dualiﬁms~~5pirit/4;eshs soul /hady, light /darkness,
life/death, good/s/evil, and Bod/wo-ld.

in it is the effort to break out of the here and now to
find salvation carried to exaggerated lengths.

Gnosticism helt the world in which man found Mimself, the
world of matter and ow daily existence, to be radically
evil and man, or at leasst the spiritual slement in him, to
be imprisoned in it and in the body compossd from its
stthetance.

| salvation comes from secret knowledge of God and the
divine realm, the nature of the transcendent world and the

1




patihway leasding to it.

Reception of this saving knowledge is by means of
learning escoteric doctrine and the transforming experience
of inmner illumination.

Thus the gpiritual element in man is freed and related to
the hidden god.

they also believed that there were different kinds of
humans.

Ehylikostk—were those who were carnal and had no hope of
salvation.

ggfzziiﬁggﬁ were those who were "soulish® they had &
chance of salvation but were buggeq down in the world.

YFneaumati hosb—were the spiritual persons who could be

saved thru knowledge, in fact are saved, all they have to do

iz wake up and realirze it.

in some gnostic doctrines the notion of a divne agent sent
to help man, an idea probably developed in imitation of

Christianity. Christian gnosticism saw Jesus in this role.

The gnostic heresy came to caomprise & dire threat to
Christianity in the second century.

sqch doctrines =ee the God of the old Test. as an evil
God related to or creator of this world, {the demiuvrged, in
cpposition to the good God who ig bevond this world.
BAturninuS of Antioch for ex. declared that Christ came to
destroy the Bod of the Jews.

11




gvidence of the conflict with gnosticiem can be found in
such Christian witings as John, Col. and the pastoral
Epistles (I I1 Tim and Titus)

There are many grostic gospels including the gospel of
Thomas and the gospel of truth both found a Mag Hammadi o

1945,

el &
Faul presents us with what is probably the sarliest

extant =tatement of beliet characteristic of that Church:

For I delivered to yvow as of first importance what I also
received, that Christ died for ow =sins in accordance wiith
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to
more thamn five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom
are still alive, tho some have fallen asleep. Then he
appeared to James, then to all the aposties. (I Cor 1503-7)
There are only 7 letters of the 13 attributed te Paul that
we Lrow were from Faal.

Faul has been called the “second founder of Christianity"
becauss he did so much to interpret Christ to the church.
All but the letter to the Romans are "occasional lebters?
written +or & specific problem. FRomans is the only true

epistle that draws together all his ideas in some ordered

fashian.

dthe saving eventd:

Christ came to bind the chaotic forces and reconcile us to
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Gaod. In Caananite myth BRasl overcomes chacotic forces and
binds them in the nether world at the "end time" tho no real
eschatolegy in this myth. EBaal will bind and destrovy the
chaotic forces but must retwn every vear to do so. (cyclic
view of history).

Christ comes to reign fully and destroy &ll chaotic
farces.

lerael did not choose the desert experience for emphasis
but the red sea event. (God binds the forces of chaos, vam,

the seal.

God the Father for Faul planned everything toe do with

salvation. God relates to the individual with gratuitous

Limititive, He callis a person to faith.

S2ing for Fauwl is always singular. it is a powesr embodied

in a person nobt just a totality of the acts of & person. It
God manifeste his mercy and fidelity in acquiting his people
and vindicating them.

Jaesus is the sin offering for the gentiles. God s
rightousness leads Him to this activity so they are
considered as cleansed, to show Sods rightousness.

Faul takes this notion and @ﬁﬁéhds it tao say that the
effect is not just for the gentiles but alsc for the Jews,

The law is gut.
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affeclts of salvation svent

inggggggiigggiggm2 Cor S:18-24, FRom Srlg-11. Feturn of
Funans to Bod®s favor after a period of estirangement and
rebellion in God s imititive.

2. redemption is Fawl’s view, the idea of God paying slave

i
cwriel money so slave would belong to the god.

Faul has idea of the Mercy seat which was just above the
ark of the covenant. The cross is the new mercy seat with

the blood of Jesus being the redemption. For Fauwl Jesus is

the redemption——the act of liberation, not the redeemer.

Faith is the acceptance in obédient trust and trustful
abediernce of God's saving act proclaimed in the kerygma.
mare than intellechtual asscent.
Abraham®s faith makes hHim the father of both Jews and
Gentiles.

Faul goes back to Bbraham and the covenant of grace to

CAbraham rather than to Moses. only new thing for Faul was

the faith was to be in Christ Jesus.

For Faul, Jesus was raised by the Fathér and becomes &
li4e giving spirit, the principle of life for believers.

the Lord and the SBpirit-spirit of the Father, spirit of
the Son-——the Lord is the spirit.

triadic foroula, Father, Bon and Spirit--not seperate
persons for éaul.

Faul kelieved in the pre-existence of Christ as he
guotes in a hymn in Fhilipians 2. He qudﬁeg a hymn already

14




ertant so it is assumed the idesa of Christ’s pre—existence
was in much of the Hellanistic church.

Faul expected the immediste return of Christ (see 1
Thess.) however, he was executed, we believe, in the

persecutions under Nero in &6Z—-84 C.E.

mary letters attributed to Faul that are most certainly not
lfig, [ and II Timothy and Titus were witten between
1#d—-1738 C.E. when the church had gone a long way in its
development of administration. I£ was seeling ghosticism as
its greatest threst and argued against it. Bishops and
deacons and were common. Women had besn put back in a
position of subservience which they did not have under Faul.
Faith wag seen not as a relaticnship but as a body of

doctrine.,

IT Thess, Colosians, Ephesians were also attributed to Faul
but most certainly were not. had very different theological

viewpoints than Fauls.

Jofin
John was writfn in the last decade of the first Cent.
gither from Ephesus or Eddesss in Eastern Syiria.
He probably did not know of the synoptic gospels, but he
undoubtedly had sources (a savings sowrce, a passion

account) .



the important thing is that John is witing polemic against
grosticisem using their own style of guestion and answer.

Jahn®s Christology is the highest in the Mew Testament.
He_ﬁushe5 Christ back to before the creation "in the
beginning was the Word." whereas Mark (the first gospel)
begins with Jesus baptism in the Jordon and Matt. and Luke
go te his birth, John goes back to the very begincing.

dohn uses a&ll the symbols he can to make Jesus appeal
universally. Draws from all religions.

dohns main concern is Lo argue against gnostic ideas
that say krnowledge is what counts. Inm John, belief is all
that is neceassary as he reiterabes over and over. (John 8,

11, 14, 28)

John does not see & “second coming” in the way tﬁe rest of
the N. T. does. For John, Jesus parousia was when e met
with the apostlees the day of his resurrection and breathed

i them 2o they recelved the Holy SBpirit.

Fealizred Eschatology is the word for Johns view. The
minute vouw beleive in Christ and The One who sent him, then
vou are beginning etermnal life. It is not “pie in the shky

by and bky" but zomething now.

Before John was accepted inmtoc the canor, an ecclegiagtical

redactor added in some things to make it scceptable to the

great Feterine church. This redactor apparently changed the
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order of some chapters {reversing chapters 5 and &) and
atldaed chapter 21 (giving Feter preemminance) as well as
probably adding in some verses, such as in the Bread of life
discourse to make it more sacramental. John was not

sacramentsl .

In John, Jesus is in complete control of his destiny even
@hen crucified. for ex., when he is captured, he iz asked
if he is Jesus and answers "1 am MHe® at which all those
caming for him fall to the ground.

He is seen as fhe king who is firmly in control of events

and wltimately confounds his opponents.




