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el ool o hdstory.
The covenarnt is the central conception of the Bikle. it

i Twrasl wunderstood its social

~med bhe frameworl in owhi

comstitubtion and historical meaning. it Dimadl the olear
wWill of YHWH had been reveal e&d and the people had accepted
i

The Bible presents the nation as founded i & religlous
avent, and ite rule as always to be religious 1aw.

the loose tribes were transforaed into & people united
by mbared Loyvalty to YHEH and the this covernant ordered the
political and social realms as well as religious.

Law becams absolutely central in the religious Life of

YHEH was the author of & code which govermed the entire
ravge of human life. His majesty and holiness were embodied
2 i 4

i o bhe Law which he had issusd.

Therefore it was incumbant upon every lTsraelite to bhesa

the commandments, to learn them and to perform them. as Deut

bnd-T mays

Mear [ Israsl) Uthe Lord ows God is omne Ledi and yvou shall
lovwe the Lored yvouwr God with a&ll yvouwr hesart, and with all
yoar ol and with all woue might. Gl bhese words whickh 1
command youw this day shall be uapon yvour Bearts and vow shal l
teach them diligently to vow children., .

Hecauss YHWH loved Tsrael be bhad chosen Israel to be special
arme to serve his special mission in the world.

ITerael must return his love in every generation by acting

to Fulfill the sacred obligations of the covenant. This is

the clear ilmperative which issued from the covenant
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relationship.
Every person of the nation was abkle to understand and
Farticipate in the covenant and therby share in realizing

the divine life.

The conception of & God who acted in history and who
participated in an ongoing historical releationship with &
community of people broke with the prevailing notions of
deity, of natwe, and of man in the ancient near sast.

the ancient near east viewed the world of nature as being
alive with divine forces which were of the séme substance
and which experienced the same rneeds as people themselves.

the gods as well as humans were born out of a primeval
matter, subject toc matural processes and were uwlbtimately
subordinate teo the laws of nature or fate.

it was because the gods and humans were of the same
subztance and subject to the same laws that humans could
manipulate the gods thru magic and could actually becoms a
god or semigod.

In contrast to the mythological deity, YHHH was
conceived by @srael as the abeclutely transcendent Lord of
the universe whose being was bevond nataure and completely
other than man. He was totzlly independent of matural
processes and could not ke contrelled by magic.

The notion was that if Israel fulfilled its side of the
covenantal relationship, the progress of history towards its

ultimate goal would be advanced. 14 Israel failed to uphold
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the covenant stipulations, the divine plan would be
Frustrated and God’s instrument subject to chastizement and
puiti slment.

Biblical history is the record of successive fulfillments
and defections, of faithfulness and waywardness, of social
peace and sccial disorder.

This idea of YHWH heing the only transcendent Lord did
rot spring full-blown teo Israel. It took many centuries to
develap.

Up until the time of Jeremiah and Ezekial (circe &28-587
B.C.E.} the Israslites were basically monglatrist this
meant that YHWH was seen as the god to whom the Israslites
owed alligience and yet they recognized that other gods
edisted and mads claims on other people.

for example, in Judges the judge Jephthabh professed to
follow YHUWM but told the Moabites to possess the lamd which
Chemosh their god gave them.

At the time of Moses it was believed that YHWH had chosen
Israel but he proved he was stronger than other gods by
beating them thru the Israelite army.

The land was an important pert of the covenant because
one’s god needed a place to dwell.

Thus Cyrus the Fersisn sent the Jews home in 538 B.C.E.
because he believed that their god had been away from his
land long enocugh.

by this time, the Jews had come to understand Bod as one

and over sll1.




Erekisl s vision of the Merkavah the charioct throne,
showed that God was not tied to Jerusalem as the throne
lifted from fhe temple in Jerusalem and flew to Babylon.

This was & big step in understanding the nature of God.

under Jeshus the Israeslites conguered the lamd of Canaan
arocund 126# R, they renewed the covernent at Bhechem (Josh.
2401 25-24) and formed & confederacy based uporn the covenant
agrreemnsnt .

there were those that had never left Canaan when Jacob’s
tribes went to Egypt who renewed the covenant with the
OO QUL OF &,

the judges of the 0. T. were helieved to ke graced with
the spirit of YHWH and in & holy war carried the tribes to
wichory.

‘the ideal form of Israelite communal life was most
closely realized during this period of the'judgesn The
tribes were linked with common faith and worship and
belisved themselves to be protected by YHUH = spirit.

howevetr, tension between the ideal and the real were ever

present, and resistance to God s commands were constant.

the strain between the divine and human order became most
intense when the question of monsrchy arose, for the

institution of monarchy meant that a permanent human ruler
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was placed over the people of Bod and secular interests were
aszerted over the moral and religious ideals of the Yahwist
Order .

the institution of the monarchy threatened the
tfoundations of covenant scciety as it says in I Sam 3:7:

And the Lord seaid to Samuel, "Harken to the voice of the
pecple in all that they say to yous for thevy have not
rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over
them.

Saul was first amnointed as king in about 1§58 R, He Qas
a tribal leadsr rot followed by &11.

David was made king in 1888 B, and from then on
considered the prototype of all great kings. He brought the

Israelites to the largest empire they have sver known.

The second type of covenant found in the Heb. Scrip. is

i<

with David., This is found in II Sam. 7 and Fsalm 87 as well
as with Abraham in Gen. 12, The :;ncept here is mot a
covenant of law but of grace. YHWH swesars his alligiarce to
David dtand Abraham) regardless of what they have done only
their allegiance.

This understanding of the covenant is found in many of
the prophets and alsso in the hNew Test thru Jesus and Faul.

glthough kingship was integrated into the covenant the

basic tension between the divine and kuman rule was mrever
OV B C e . :

the history of Israel under the kings was plagued by
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continual crisis both internally and externally. .
Folitical maneuvering in the internaticonal arens rought
military defeat and finally downfall to NMorthern Israel in

722 and to Judah in S84&.
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The prophets were YHWH s representatives sent to try to
call the people back to the covenant.

they battled against syncretism with foreign religions,
gconomic oppression, social injustice, and international
political involvement.

the prophets called for inner change, for a reviwval of
the covenant, and a regeneraticn of religicus life.

Elijah is = semi-legendsry prophet of the Fth cent. . and
he is the prototype of the prophet. Most of the %irst ook
of Kings is involved with bim waging war to win back the
alliigiance of Israel to YHWH

However, lsrael persisted in its defection, the decline
in religious life was unabated, despite the mighty effort of
the prophets to retwn Israel to itself and thus save the

nation from disaster.

Afmoas arn 2th cent. prophet, condemned this moral degerneration
most thoroughly, Findin Israsl guilty of all manner of
ethical behaviour.

The concept of Justicg and the demand of YHWH for

_________ b




adherence to ethical norme came from Amos.

Amos prociaimed that according to the religion of YHWH
ethics was more significant tharn than cult and that moral
hehavior wrould determine the national fate of Israel.

this same proclamation was echoed by the later prophets

such as the first Isaiah and Hosea.

self-assertion and self-confidence of man which irevitably
led to rebellion against God.

he proclsaimed that history was controlled by YHWH and
that humarn force did no determine its order. Trust in self
was ideolatry, a sin which Israel committed constantly. and

punishment would comes.

According to the prophets, knowledge of God and knowledge of
the covenant were absolutely essential if Israsl were to
Fealize its true national distiny, and yet it was just this

knowledge which had beern lost.

The great 8th cent northern prophet, Hosea believed and
prreached that Lite without GBod had led to l1ife without
rightousness, life without truth, and life without mercy.

to Hosea, leos:s of self implied losss of the relationship

with YRHWH and it was this sin of which Israel was guilty.

The Northern Kingdom of Hebrew tribes (1@ of them) was
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finally defeated bv Assyria in 722 R,

the land was ruined, towns destroved, and the population
mxiled.

throughout that cent and the next Judah was threatened

in the eyves of the prophets the wrath of YHWH had been
brought to the people and only genuine repentances could
avaold the same fate.

the safety and praéperity of Israel depended upon the
protection af YHUH alone, and this was granted only when the
moiral conditions of the covenant had keen fulfilled.

praophets speaking at the height of the national danger
called Judah to repent to avoid catastrophe saying it wss
rnot YHBEH who had failed but the people.

as the morsal crises deepened the prophets began looking
at the futuwre rather tham the prezént"

belief was that YHWH's plan for history was not
permanently overthrown nor his promnises void.

the prophets perceived meaning in this condition and

projected new hopes for & renewed covenant people.

H17-586.

in 4822 a scroll was found in the temple and brought to
the king, Josiak. He called for the Passover feast to be
celebrated, which it had not been in many years.

Howsver, Jeremiah could ses that the people were not

changing within so bhe warned the king and the people of the
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doom to come promising hope for the rightous few who would survive the
holocaust.

0f all the prophets, the fate of Jeremiah was the most tragic. He
prayed for the people, tried to turn them from ; destruction and was
ignored. He was treated badly and in Jer chap 15 he begins to curse the
day he was born for he is miserable.

Jeremiah predicted defeat upon the erring nation, but not complete
doom. There would also be salvation

The hope of salvation was tied to the entire prophetic theodicy, whéch
had to do with the vindication of the divine attribuges particulary
holiness and justice,in regard to the existence of physical and moral
evil. |t attempted to make sense of the religious crisis and give
meaning to the severe difficulties whiéch the covenant people was to

undergo.



Inm 397 Judah participated in a rebellion of minor powers
against Babvlionia which was orushed in 598 R,
Jehod achin, the newly crowned king, along with government

officials, lmportant citizens and priests were exiled to

Bkl omd a.

Becams king of Judal. he didn*t learn from the
revent rebellicon and begen plotting ancobther rebellion.
Jaremni ah warned bim bub the king could not deter the
patriotic drive for politicsel independence.
in 8% rebellion broke ouwt and in July, 587 Jerusalem

fell and was raced to the ground.

Jeremdal bad a vision of bthe new covenant which would herald

salvation for lsrasl:

Behold the dayvs are coming, savs the Lord, whern [ will
malie & new covernant with the house of Israel and the house
of Judahl, o . For T owill forgive their indoguity, and T will
reamember bhelr sin no more. (der . B1a 351 -34)

Mar had bee

unable to changs himselfd, sa that God had had

to transform bim dnwardly.

prophesied from Babyvlon tryving to give comfort to
the exiles.
He had tremendous seel and called on the captives to

repent .



first, he taught that God's actions were just, for the
sins of Israrl had merited the wrath he visited upon them.
By justifving God's ways it enabled the exiles to recover

the inner strength required for the reconstruction of a

from this time on, in fact, the main thought in Judaism

came from Habyvlon, not Jerusalem.

second lsaiabi.which begins with chapter 4@, are close in
style and spirit to the original Isaiak.

He taught that YHWH had a plan for universal redemption,
and it involved the special participation of His chosen
people. Israel nust spread the message of redemption and
must demonstrate God's saving power to the mations.

This task would be difficult, entailing suffering and
Rumiliation.

The 5u§%eriﬁg sarvent passages in Isaiab 42-33 are
addressed by YHWH to an idealized figure, commissioned to
perform the labor.

no one would listen to him or notice him but in the
future all would listen to him.

Deutero—Isaiah”s image of the servant became the model
for Israel, which interpreted its suffering of the present
as having redemptive value.

Terael must become the servant bhearing witness to YHWH.
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Lime when all nations acknowledg YHWH as sovereign king
ard EHod.

urdversal peacs would reigr, the cosmos would be
transtormed, Rightousness and pesce would prevaill among all
crEatilres.,

the prophet concelved YHEH s plan to e the progressive

revelation of himseld to the nations thru the special

.

ion of Israel toward the end gosl of undversal knowledgs

iMid

and universal peace.

The destroyed national institutions of Jewish life were
reaplaced in Babyvlomia by bwo key religliows institutions
arcund which commanity life was ordered,. These were the
sy iragogue arnd the Torah.

wi thowt the temple, they now had o substitubte for the
official cult.

praver in sancbusrles consecrated by the people, fasts,
ared the Sabbath celebration formed the core of the new
WO SR .

The religiows and national unity of Israel had been
giravily challenged by the destruction and exile, and the
challenge was melt by the resolation to remain loyval to YHWUH

arnd the religious valuess of the covenant btradition.

The tracditions telling of YHWHs ac ardd his
relationship to lsrasl were greadually gethered together in

These men edited the various

Babyvlomia by the P

traditio

inserting thelr own and compdled a history of thes

45



arved i ordered Foro the words of

we i Ferom oreation, pre

hie prophets and formnad at a priestly code of ritual laws

grounced wpon sarlier cultio presoripbions.

Aogquiring koo owledge of the pa arigd FulFilling God s
commanciments bhecans the most secred activity in the
religious 1ife of the Jew.

Twrael interpreted their duty'tm remain holy as & duby to
Femaln separate and distictive.

This meant to remain holy and distiontive in conditions
of exile that legal prohibitions were imposed such as those
against mixed marriég& and dietary laws.

the calandar of special religious obhssrvances separated

Jews Feom non-Jdews and syobolized the determined separate

gristence of lTasrasl.

Whers Cyirus the Grest won victory over Babylonia he appessed
awoa messianic Figure to many Jews who saw Isalah’s prophecy

comnd g e

In Ba Cyrus lssued an edict telling the Jews they
could retuwrn bome to Israsl. Tt iw certain that the initisl

rasponse of the exiles was weak and in fact, few aoctually

wert bhack.

Faalm 2% comes Ffrom this period treyving Lo encourages the
griles Lo go home.

rasatall i ehment was difficult tho the temple was reluilt

in SHiE B, after & & vear struggle to obtain funds and

i

Tadzow.,



el alt was appointed by the Persian cowrt and arcived in

vt e el wee

oA amnd 448 anod procesded to o set up a
shror and honesst government. He fortifiesd the walls around
Jerusal smn oand provided the residents with security feom

e hermal threat

crra the s

gd e came From oa prisstly familyv. He beonagght
wWith him to Falistine the code of the law of Moses,
consisting elther of the entire Fentateuch o large parts of
it compiled by the priests in Babylomia., He proclaimed this
code as the law of the land in the name of the King of

Feral da

He was very sterict and the books of Rabth and J

nah were
written at this time protesting the sxoclusivenesss of the new
atbtitude.
during this time the Five books of the Law were finally
el mecd. This "Torah'" was disseminated among the people.
The Jew, no matter where he lived, was to be defined as
e Loyval to the Law of YHUH, one devolted to the ancient

Imtertestamental period

Period
Local control and good government.
Feligion was left alorne and the Jews that staved in
Habvlon prospersc,
Egypt, Judes-- cultural and priestly class became more developed

the greatest thought in Judaism remarﬁd in Babylon from then on.
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A
R) DOCUMENTARY THEORY

There are several writers within the Hebrew scriptures each
with a different viewpoint. I need to discuss the four major
ones briefly here.

When reading the Hebrew scriptures, one has to keep in mind
that the relationship between actual history and what is in the
Bible is edifed by these writers over a period of about 500 plus
vears for their own theological purposes.

To understand these views one must keep in mind thatlthere
are three authority figures in the Hebrew scriptures and each was
giveﬁ priority depending on which writer one is reading.

these three are the PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING.

the JAHWIST or J writer was the earliest of these. this person
wrote around 900 BCE and was probably in the court of Solomon and
perhaps David. probably a court scribe and possibly female.

This writer sees history moving from chaos (the creation) to
order. Adam > Noah > Moses > David.

YHWH's name was known from the very beginning of creation.

This writer is concerned with the question of authority and
it is the kings authority that is paramont.

The creation account beginning in Gen 2:4b is J's version.

J's version of the covenant with Abraham is found in Gen.
15. there is the promise of land (their God needs a place to
live). ocassional ritual but its not real important.

Creation is seen as belng for the sake of men and women,

thus the man is created first in J's account.
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Gen. 2:5-4:1 human life is bondage. men are involved in hard
labor and women in painful labor.
J says our problems are because of a falling away from the
law of God (rebellion in eating the forbidden fruit)
Men and women are in competition but the REAL problem is
internal waywardness of human life.
humans dislike being under a law and the world is filled

with temptation. So humans are cured by being sent out into the

world of human bondage.

cain and able is a story to show that humans can't handle

theif internal problems.
ROYAL THEOLOGY - Kings are absolutly necessary to control
people. David and his sons are priests. David i1s a warrior,
lawgiver, law executer, priest, prophet as well as king.

it is J that has a“ special covenant with David and his family
the covenant of grace.

David (I kings 2:1-12) tells Sciomon to be the most ruthless
king he wants because of this covenant.

in I kings 3:4-15 God speaks wisdom thru the king.

ELOIST WRITER. <called E, was written after the kingdom divided
at Solomon's death between 900 and 750 BC.
this represents the northern 10 tribes that went with
reaboam, and is the PROPHETIC view of history.
it sees history in terms of the development of prophecy
Abraham >Moses >Joshua >Samuel > David >the prophets.

It represents the'so called "Joseph Tribes" Ephrim and

J%
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Mannasa who used the word "Elohim" for God, hence "E".

Godrdoes not give the name YHWH until the burning bush
incident. For E the name given means new activity for God, that
he will be always with the people.

Moses 1is seen as a prophetic leader.

By around 700 BC J and E are thoroughly mixed so J does not
have an independent view of Moses.

Promise in E is land and national greatness (remember, God

must have land yet to dwell on.)

PROPHETIC VIEW CF KINGSl

'kings are annointed by prophets and must obey the prophet.
Gideon is chosen by God (Jud 6:1-24, 7:9-25); Samuel annoints the
king Saul (I Sam 2:27-36)

and in I Sam 8:1-22 Samuel gives an anti-kingship speech
looking back on all the worst of Solomon's reign.

David shows prophetic virtures and in II Sam 12, Nathan the

prophet makes it clear that the king must submit to the prophet.

DUETERONOMIC WRITERS between the fall of the north in 722 and
the "finding" of a scorll in the temple in 622, the Deutercnomic
writer is at work. (II Kin 22:8ff)

D sees Josiah as the favorite king because of the reforms he
tries to bring. He does not approve of David so goes to Josiah

books whose final editor was D are Deuteronomy, Judges, I and
II Samuel and I/II Kings.

D used J and E's writings and put them together to make a

history of Israel beginning with Moses, who is seen as a king-




prototype of leadership. the D writer accepts only the roval
prophets and priests with the king who are equal in power. This
is called the Josianic compromise. All others are illegitimate.

The Ark of the covenant is obsolete for D and had probably
dissappeared by this time.

WAR THEME runs thru all deutéronomic history. All leaders
are war leaders. For the king, it expands the territory. for
the prophet, it verifys his/her word. For the Priest it shows
.God is on their side.

PASSOVER 1s the central mythological symbol for all these strands
becaﬁse of the exodus and the national beginning. Deuteronomy is

written tc emphasize that all individuals are to follow the law.

PRIESTLY WRITER P was the final editor of the books as we know
them (all except what D edited) and was done in Babylon between
538 BC and about 400 BC when Ezra brought them to Palistine.

Thus Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num, Joshua, I/II Chron,
Ezra and Nehemiah.

P is concerned with law, traditions, and ritual and
especially priestly authority.

P sees history moving from parochial to universal faith.

it is with P that henotheism gives way to monotheism

history moves from creation >noah >Abraham >Moses >solomon
>Hezekiah >Ezra.

the covenant with Abraham is Gen 17 and includes the ritual
of circumcisn for the first time.

Moses (and more especilally Aaron) are seen as priests.
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Exodus 6 God gives name of YHWH and is a covenant seal.
Before this P calls God E1 Shaddali or the great one.

God's nature is a covenant keeper who is creating a new type
of nation. Land important because of the covenant.

In Ex 19 Moses is a priest giving the 10 commandments

the idea here is that the priest protects the people from
the destructive elements of the divine and only the priest can

approach God. There are ritual barriers between the holy and

-profane and the death penalty to anyone who usurps priestly

power .

The difference between the priest and the prophet is that
any Israelite could be called as a prophet but a priest must come
from the tribe of Levi.

the priest sets up an unchanging order while the prophet can
be innovative and bring change.

P's creation account has 6 days that God created and on the
7th he rested. This was to show that the sabboth was an event on
the Lord's calander, not man's. This is the reason for the 7
days of creation and shoud not be taken literally

P is concerned with geneology and emphasizes every 10th
generation. Adam >Noah >Abraham >Moses. etc. Why? because God
must make a new covenant with humans every 10th generation since
there is a progressisve decline from the potency of the creative
act. Then God must give another push. This has been called the
"Theclogy of the Push." |

P agrees with E that God's law is the law not the kings

law. God is king.




