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Divisions within Tslam

—

SEunni s and shd tah

-

and when it came, it was a shock that almost destroyved the infant

The Maslims were not adaguately prepared for Mahammad® s deatd

Gl Ly .

“mornal and tribal rivalries posed such obkstacles to the

choice of a suceerssor bthat there was genuwing threat of oivil

A ET

erate act of acclaiming ons of the nusber of their

-3 W ol

A bo bhe Frophet on the part of his

companions averted & disaster.

o chies

the m was Alae Bale, an intimaebte assooiate of

Mubammad  arnd one of the early prominent converts from Maklkabn.

e was already old and afher & reign of two years, di

g Bi e aubhedty bto the able and fieey khalits

al—khattan, the most edlliant of the rightly gulided khalifahs,

am bhe fFirst successors to mubammad are krnown.

Ulmarr was mecered by oan assasin in &4 and was
ancther.

Ll bvmer . Pile sogee

car o was muordered by oa group of dissidents

who accused him of

sorreupt o rule, and his succsssor, the last of
the rightly guided Ehalifahs, AL dbn Abd Talib, the cousin and

gl - aw of Muhammad.

lis

g was maver Fiemly i power and from the

Deginming bis claims Lo rule were contested by a party who

—~7



suspected his of complicity in the murders of " uthoan.
Tt dis this &li that the Shitabs look back to as the rightfald
Fulaer.  more o that later.

ALd Jost, aif

s a protracted strugole, o Ma®awiyvah  who
cheriwved Mis support feom Syrian belbesmnen. Decauss of this he
I

meart i Mis capltal in Damescus eather than Madinab.

Iy owmpite of the vicolence and wnrest that character

zed the

pariod, Muslims bhave slwavs looked back to the pious caliphate as

the time of

Talam™s greatest puaeity and glory.

Ehalifabs themnsel ves are

ameorig bhe most revere

i gures r

i et ITelamic history.

i?%' the accomplishments of the pious khalifahs were considerable,
firstl of all they sucoesded in maintaining the unity of the

communi by dn spite of bhreak-away attempts by some Bedouwln groups

whiey comsidered thier lovallty fo hav er been to Muabhammad and to

have bheern dissolved with his death.

m@acond. they laid the foundstions of & polity which kepl the

i

irntact in thelr camp cities and which provided means
Gt geeverrimg the new territories.

thirg, and most important, were the grest conguests thensel ves
regimning undsye Baker., In orapid succession the rich provinoes of
-

Svicia, Iradg, Palestine and Zgyvpt ceme under Muaslim control.  the

cirsat 5

antan BEnpire was brought dows dn 641 &nd the whole
Drarvi & platesu wes acdoded to Maslim terecitories.
Al the lanod which the musliss overran in thedr First grest
iom, with the sxception of Spain and portions of Cenbtral Ctsfﬁ,

Mm-a:ht-ei W’L Ig/mgg,i( (}'—n*/-vv——g - 774% (f--&}j/,
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The Caliphate in [slam (insert

The assisination of Uthman and the ineffectual caliphate of Ali sparked the first
secterian split in Islam. Ali was considered to have been invoived with the
assassinationof Uthman so his rival Mu‘awlyah i, a member of Uthamans clan
wrested away the caliphate and established the Umayyad caliphate that lasted til
750 CE.

Despite his success, tribal and sectarian disputes erupted after his death and it
took 20 years of military action to succeed in reestablishing the authority of the
Umayyad capital of Damascus. with Abd al-Malik., who is remembered for
building the Dome of the Rock mosque in Jerusalem.

In 750 the Abbasids, descendants of an uncle of Mohammed , rebelled and
defeated the caliphate of the Umayyads. they appealed to the various pietistic ,
extremist or disgruntled groups and in particular to the Shi'ites, a major dissident
party that held that the caliphate belonged by right to the descendents of Ali.

The Abbasids disappointed the expectations of the Shi'ites by taking the
caliphage for themselves and left the Shi‘ites to evolve into a sect, permanently
hostile to the orthodox Sunni majority, that would periodically threaten the
established government by revolt.

From this time on, there have been many claims to the caliphate with the Shi'ites
always claiming a descendent of Mohammed.

In the 18th century, the concept of the caliphate took on new significance as an
instrument of statecraft in the declining ottoman empire. the Ottoman sultans
had occasionally styled themselves as caliphs since the 14th century but then
began to stress their claim to leadership in the islamic community. This served
both as a means of retaining some degree of legitimacy within the empire and
influence over the Muslim populations in formerly Ottoman lands.

‘The Caliphate was abolished in 1924 following the dissolution of the Ottoman
Empire and the rise of the Turkish Republic. In the 20th and 21st century the re-
establishment of the caliphate is being invoked by Islamic extremists as a symbol
of global islamic unity. It is of no practical interest for mainstream islamist groups
such as the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. However, it figures greatly in the
rhetoric of the violent extremist groups of Al Queda and its offshoots, ISIL and
others.
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iwlam, and the permanent influence of Islam on BEwropsan sodll

eatanl ished. ?
ot as

8hilah and Sunnis

in oa tradition popularly ascribed to the Prophet, Mabammad is
al ledged to have saidl "my commanity will divide into
seventy-threse sects of which only one is correct.

i fact, Islamic history has produced vastly more sectarian
giroupings than the traditional number of 75

o cabalogue of the whole mnumber of sects s dmpossible to
give bat éwtﬁmhiﬁm is of such importance that it must be

chi soussed.,

The Islamic commuinity falls into two great divisions, the Sunnis

{mometimngs, and in possibly erroneously, called "orthodox® ) and
the shi Tarr

Sunmd o masl dms speak of themselves as "the people of
getablished custom and of the {(genwine) commuandby.

this terminology carriss a connotation of positive judgement

anc amoants o oa olaim bo be the living representatives and

]

arears of true Islam, of the practices, beliefs and expressions
that have consistently characterized the majority of the
covmmund oy bheroughowt ites history.

arct e way of sdplaining the Surnmis is to say that they see
thenselves az the VR omsbistess of the communtiyv.
they claim to maintain the wayve sstablished by pilous men of

wlad.  They do not see any necessity of having a direct descendent

5



such & concept of community provides s means For edxpanding the

guicdance to mest changed needs and condd tions withoul

compiromi sing the Ffundsmental bhelisd in revel abion.

TheShalah date thelr origins from, &t latest, the death of
Mubhammad  and perbaps even earlier.

The word Shi®ah means @arty and the group got its name from
its ‘partdisanship for @Y the cousin and son-in-law of Mubammad,

i the early struggles for leadership in the commuarnd ty.

of all Mohammad™s family, A11 was clesrly the most gualified.

the i fabh justified theilr position by citing traditions from
Mubammad and even the Guran verses where the Frophet is said to
Fravve desigrated "A11 as his successor.

thuas they oppossd the election of the first thres Ehalifahs,
wham ta this day the Bhi abh consider uswpers;  and atter the
ghiort and wnsettled redgn of Ali, which was brouaght to an end by

a Fhawari i assassin in &é&l, they took wup the cause of his sons,

Maman and hussayvn, as legitimate claiments to the leadership.




tho there have been shi®i states in Islamic world, the
descendants of "ALL were neverr successful in establishing rule
for any length of time until Wemand, who is a "hlack turben

mial baly and a direct descendent of &ali.

Fraom the very beginning the political interests and calims
of the 8hi“ah were tinged by religious elements. even during
Muhammad " s lifetime there were individuals who paid a degres of

respect to ALL that was nobthing short of pilous.

with time the religious concern of the Shiah strengthened and
diversiftied, producing many sects and exhibiting great richness,
particularly in theology and philosophy, but alsec in religious
practice and pleby,
gradual ly these more religious elements took the foremost
place as UherpolbitibcalboanbitiGhie 0F the Shi"aRweresdfrustrateds
among the religious elemsnts peculiar to the Shi*ah the most
important are the peassion motds, and the doctrine of the imamah,
wWivhoaby are closely interrelated.
The passion motif came into promimence arojnd the history of
Ald e younger son, Musayn.

A

Aftaer “ALL"s murder, the Shi’ak looked to the elder son,

to take up his father's cause, but Hasan had no spirit

for the strouggle and resigned his claims to the caliphate.
thereupon Huasayn, the yvounger brother, launched into a ;L

d.

Campaign against the Umnawis in which he was pitted against

Fopelesssly superior FoOroes.

ultimataely he and his family were trappad by Unmawi troops ard

-



Eilled in pitiable cirvownstances in southern Tradg.
This tragic event occowsred on bthe tenth day of the month of

Muharrram in A.H. &1 YSSEmEEy and

e shi ©d

ghrain of religlous @xpression.

cduring the Muahsarram celasbrations each vear the story of
Husayrn ts repeated by preachsrs and storyvtellers and dramatised
in passion plave.

The Bhi*d march in processions where bthey exhibit symbols of
the slain martyre whel besating their breasts and wailing  or
erigaging in self inflicted flagellation, cutting their heads,
@l

The ooceasion is one of grest gried thalt puwrges the souls of
the worshipers while &t the same time it is cause for rejoicing
i the salvation and guwidance which Husayn™s noble self-ssorificos
Fas hestowed on the faithful.

this passion motid is mnot tied just to MHussayn

et e

okl paession plays, which often last for days, the histaory

orf these martyrdoms s braced.

sgocording to the Shiab most of the {mams haver oled by

' i



paison, usually admninistered at the instigation of the khalifahs

whc usuwrped the imam®s rightful place to rule.

arn Imam mesans Leader and can cefer in Sunnd circles to especially
learned men as in the case of the founders of the fous Sunnid
srhools of law, or certain other distinguished individuals.

amorig the Bhi"ah the word has a meaning far bevond the usual
CHTE

vport Mubammad® s death the Shiab believe that not only his
function az ruler but also his rolse as reliigious guide devolwved
wpor his gesondants beginning with &li.

the divine gquidance did not stop with the death of the
“prophet Ut was to be sRedTIE e wer T EREU s ofamilys

The seriess of visible imams, living operly i the world came
o an and with the mysterious disappessance of the last imam.

for & time the imam retained contact with his followers thru
réﬁr@%antativm% whio had direct access to him, Dut soom even this
weas broken off.

the dmam remains in the world but is hidden until he will
comie again at the end of time as the imam Mahdi to establish the
ingdom of God,

Fearned men of the Shi'i community act as interpreters of the
divine will Jfor thesdmanm constitues a living souwrce of guidance
imeckhesworldoatral bobdmeses. Lhe importance of the doctrine is
shown in the saying: "He who dies without knowing the imam of bthe

diws i unbeligd.”




The precise naturs of the dmam is understood ditferently by the
pumarous shi “dte sects. but the belied in the immamah is common

o them all and is their distinguishing characteristic.

shoudd the imam ever be withdrawn, the entire order of realitly

world literally collapse becesuse of the absence of its essential
mrinqiplm"

this view s almost precisly parallel to the Bufl
understanding of the Qubl or great saint around whom the whole
cirdar of reality burns.

é% e other extremes of Shi‘ah opinion  the imam 18 considered
orly to be inspired or divinly led, much as the Frophet himself
W ERE

hetweer the two extremnes stand the RFERE mayoriEy oFf Shi™ah

whier FMold & kind of doctrine of metempsyohosis with respect to the

i e .

atcording to this

thus tho there is an element of the divine in gach of the
imams, there is not & complete indwelling as the more extrems

gl st believe. ) @{

[0



Pt T

whi chever s the case, the dimam in Bhi*i thinking has radical

I

implications for the understanding of religious authority, for so

Lo The imam is accessibrnile either personally or thuye his

resentatives in the form of a lesrned marn, there is a living

source of guidance always &t hand.

Thare are soms differneces among the Shiah also about the
rivimbrbiene of  dmams anod thier identily.

there are those who aocept a series of seven and tho (S Y

acoept & series of twelve.
thay are calledesevensrs o lsma’ilis {(after the last imam

they recognise) and Ywelvere o Ithna "Asharivah {(Arabic Foe

5 b eners have been more radical in

ing, the se

thedr wviews than the Twelvers.

for & grest part of ITslamic history the sevensrs existed as

sechret societies which, in the sffort to tLhier oresd

among Muslims, sngaged in revolutionary activities against

gabablisned rulers and states, often, as in the case of the

Famous Assassing, wsing terrorism as one of theilr methods.

The seveners gained support with the rise of the Fatimi

yvrmasty of Egypt (949-1174) whose rulers reckoned themsalves in

the Line of descent from Mabhanmad dbn Isma*il, the last imam of

tie

e TS .
it was one of the most brilliant eras of Islamic history with
the founding of modern Cairo, the establishoent of the famous

al-fmbae wiv, and many obther feats.

il



thare &re numerous salb groups thet continue to +flourish at

the presnst time, among which are included the Dogee (R THve in

Theckhi s ofeebernon? and the Musavris of Svria. most famous is
the followers of the Sgha Ehan, the majority of whom are found in
India andg the aress sacound bthe Indian Ocean.

these Follow an esoteric teaching which one oust bhe initiated

in to undrstand.  this is an elaborate philosophy indluenc

ol by

Nem-platondsm oand Gnostioclsm.

i}
T T T ot

they believe that everything in the external world represents

creoa smmall scales the realities of & spiritual and invisible

[ N

penstration beyvond the external to knowledge of the spiritual

Fealities is the adm of the beaching.

The Twelwver Shi’ah are much more numerouws than the seveners,

they are spresd over a grest ares with the majority

concentral in AEaday where they are more than hald the
popul ation, ands@eam and in the Tadiam subcontinent.

Twalver Bhi®ism had & great boost when in the léth cent. Lhe
Hafawil dynasty in [ran chose to make it the official reliolon of
the state.

it has continued this favored status and Tram iz now the
strarnghoild of the group.

altho the principle 8hi"i shrines are located at Majaf and

Farbvala in Irag (the burial places of AL1 and Husayn), Tran a

19\




Mas holy places amd a of pilgrimage in Mashhad and Bum

chood s maintain bthe tradition + Shitd

where gresat theologioal
lesarming and teasching.
The Shi®ab are distinguished from the Surmi in other wavs than
just the doctrine of the imam.
There is a sepsrate and distinoct Shi*i figh which recognized
completely different authorities from those of the four
Torthodoxt Duwenl school s,

the rules of law differentiating Shiah and Sunni are small

weing Limited for the most part to minor details.
The greatest variation arises in jurisprudential theory

’

wrase of the preponderating role of the imam in Shi®i thinking

the continued Shi*i expousal of Iitihad.
The shi'ah also have thisr own distinctive collections of

aditions such as the book entitled Al-Eafi {the Bufficisnt One)

Byoal-kulayni (de 939 and others.

the auwthorities Lhe Shi’ah recognize are not the same as the
sunni &,

anocther Lmportant difference iz in the sarea of theology.

On the whole the SBhi’ah bhave inclined in a far more
rationalistic diection thamn has Sunni Islam.

Much of the dectreine of the Mu tazilah was suwrvived among the
Bhitabh, and in their theological method they show a preference
o rational argument above traditionalist views,

This inclination to rationalism accounts in large part for the

o e e =

great richness in philosophy, theology and speoulative s

13



g ad Dy amenyg bhe EBhi T ah

e

At vardious times ion Islamic history there has bheen sharp
ponddibotobatneen Shitah and SurmiToversbothopobadbieal and
el d gl ous b ssues,
- . ") " - . /

this can happen especially at the time of the Muhareeam @
celebrations when Shi "1 Ffervor ls at it highest.

there has, howsver, bDesn a determined effort to play down the
cifferences and givisive effect of religious differences in light

gof bhe ocubtside pressuwres of the west and of other ldiologies, /k

St s odsolalmer. The Muslims don't even know the word

fFundamextalist and don®t think of themselves that wa

Gl ch means hol oy

ooEgypt this group is known as Wibag

Ir o

(SIS

T by el deveNEhat they will sventualdy tabke over the world

fow Tslam.
brv bhe 11lth century the center for art and learning.

b bhe bide ds twened sgain.

the crusadors ended tha

undaer NMassar ang Sedad, tried to become & modern state

with sepesration of rgdigion and skieuwlar intersts.

i fslamic state without any

the Jihad wante to see Egypt as

seperation and where all laws sre Islam

Jihad gbrnverts tend to be well educated,\young and from Lowesre

meerral backgrouwnd, and high achfevers whoa are

dig-saltiafisd and sasily converted to this viaw,

g
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MODERN ISLAMIC JUSTIFICATIONS FOR VIOLENCE

The teachings of Islam are ambiguous about violence. Like all religions, Islam
occasionally allows for force while stressing that the main spiritual goal is one of
nonviolence and peace. The Qur’an has a rule mcuh like the commandment “thou
shalt not kill.” The very word Islam is cognate to Salam the word for peace and
implies a vision of social harmony and spiritual repose.

Sheik Omar Abdul Rahman in an interview shortly after the 1993 WTC
bombing said a Muslim can “never call for violence only for love, forgiveness and
tolerance” but he added that “if our land is usurped, we muct call for hitting the -
attacker and the aggressor to put an end to the agression”

Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini said he knew of no command “more binding to the
Muslim than the command to sacrifice life and property to defend and bolster
Islam.’

He was correct as there are some Islamic tenets that condone struggle and the
use of force. Maintaining the purity of religious existence is thought to be a matter
6f Jihad, a word that literally means “striving” and is often translated as “holy war”

Islamic law does not allow Jihad to be used arbitrarily, for personal gain, or to
justify forcible conversion to the faith: The only conversions that are regarded as

valid are those that are not coerced, but thru rational persuasion and change of heart.

The idea that JIHAD can be expanded to include struggles againsf political and- |
social injustice is a relatively new one. Perhaps no writer had had greater influence |
in extending this concept and reinterpreting the traditional Muslim idea of Jihad, or

strugglé t]%:an the Egyptian writer Abd al-Salam Faraj who gave a remarkably

cogent argdm\%nt fér waging war against political enemies of Islam in pamplet called

“The neglected g‘uty” . 4



MODERN ISLAMIC JUSTIFICATIONS FOR VIOLENCE

It was published in Cairo in the early 1980°s and grounded the activities of
modern Islamic terrorists firmly in Islamic tradition of the Quran and especially the
Hadith of the Prophet.

Faraj argued that the Qur’an and Hadith were fundamentally about warfare. the
idea of JIHAD was meant to be taken literally, not allegorically. According to
Faraj, the duty that has been “neglected” is that of Jihad and it calls for “fighting,
which meant confrontation and blood.”

" Moreover, Faraj regarded anyone who deviates from the moral and social
requirements of Islamic law to be targets for jihad; these targets include apostates
within the Muslim community as well as expected enemies from without.

The most chilling aspect of Faraj’s thought is his conclusion that peaceful and
legal means for fighting apostasy are inadequate. The true soldier of Islam is
allowed to use virtually any means available to achieve a just goal. Deceit, trickory,
énd violence are specifically mentioned as options available to the desperate soldier.

Faraj set some moral limits to the tactics--for example, innocent bystanders
and women are to be avoided, whenever possible in assassination attempts but the
duty to engage in such actions when necessary is incumbent on all true Muslims.
The reward is nothing less than a place in paradise. Faraj presumably earned that

himself in 1982 after he was tried and executed for his part in the assassination of

Anwar Sadat.
Sadat Wiﬁmdw




Islamic Movements and Extremism > 1
Salafiyya S

-

Originating in medieval religious texts, the concept of salafiyya has come to refer to a wide variety of things over the
years. The Arabic word derives from the terms "al-salaf al-salih," which mean "the venerable ancestors" or "the
venerable predecessors." In the religious sense this is supposed to mean the generation of Muslims which came
immediately around and after the death of Muhammad and who, presumably, led a life in exact accordance with True
Islam.

The dominant tradition in salafiyya has to do with "getting back to the roots" of Islam and restoring traditional beliefs
and practices.' Sometimes, this effort is moderate and can even incorperate modernist influences,.as-with-trecase of

alAfghani-fa-safafiryan Teformerfipm-the-Saismho-tred-te—recancile modermnismand-lslams. Usually, however, the

Salafiyya thrives on the economic hardships endured by most Muslims in the Middle East. Religious leaders tell them
that the earliest Muslims knew no such hardships because they faithfully applied the principle of zakat, or alms for the
poor. Because of this, even the richest and powerful Muslims had to donate tc ensure that the poorest were sustained.

But teday in the Middle East, the richest Muslims are among the wealthiest people in the world, having amassed

staggering amounts of money because of the large ¢il deposits beneath their countries. Most Muslims, however, see i

little of this wealth, and the divide between rich and poecr only grows. Thus salafivya, which commands a return te

“ )iginal practices, finds widespread appeal. :

sl i

Almost all later reform movements, including those discussed here, can be included as forms of salafiyya. They all \a
share the basic premise that the so;ﬁgties in which Muslims now live no longer apply Islamic principles as they were
originally used. Society has, instead, become 'cori’uptéd and degenerate. True justice and peace are attainable; but o TR s g
only if Islamic law is fully and rigidly‘fn\ﬁlemented. u_ i

—

I

* Wahhabism and Wahhabi Islam: How Wahhabi Islam Differs | Free Agnosticism/Atheism Newsletter! 1
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Critics of Islam & Islamic Extremism Must Understand Wahhabi Extremist Beliefs . ) i
| policy for contact information,

By Austin Cline Biscuss In my forum

Too many critics of Islam, icluding-stheises, fail to appreciate just how diverse and varied Islam can be. There are things you can say that apply to all or
most Muslims, as Is the case with Christianity, but there are many more things which only apply to some or a few Muslims, This is especially true when it
comes to Muslim extremism because Wahhabl Islam, the primary religious movement behind extremist Islam, includes beliefs and doctrines not found

elsawhere.

1t would be a mistake and unethical to criticize all of Islam on the basis of doctrines particular to Wahhabi Muslims. Modern Islamic extremism and terrorism -
simply cannot be explained or understood without looking at the history and Influence of Wahhabi Islam. This means that it's important from an ethical and i

an academic perspective to understand what Wahhabi Islam teaches, what's so dangerous about it, and why those teachings differ from other branches of |
Islam. '

Origins of Wahhabi Islam i

Name: Wahhabism, Wahhabt Islam
Founder: Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab

Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab fd. 1792} was the first modern Islamic fundamentalist and extremists. Wahhab made the centljal point of his reform
movement the principle that absolutely every idea added to Islam after the third century of the Mulsim era (about $50 CE) was false and should be
eliminated. Muslims, in order to be true Muslims, must adhere solely and strictly to the original beliefs set forth by Muhammad,




frontline: target america: the evoiution o1 islamic terronsm - an Overview rage 10r/ - ,

The reason for this extremist stance, and the focus of Wahhab's reform efforts, was a number of popular practices which he believed represented a '
regression to pre-Islamic pelytheism. These included praying to saints, making pllgrimages to tombs and special mosques, venerating trees, caves, and ‘
stones, and using votive and sacrificial offerings. ' ‘
These are all practices commonly and traditionally associated with religions, but they were unacceptable to Wahhab. Contemporary secular behaviors are ‘ ‘
even more anathema to Wahhab's successors. It is against modernity, secularism, and the Enlightenment which current Wahhabists do battle —and ftis |
this anti-secularism, anti-modernism which helps drive their extremism, even to the point of violence. I

Wahhabi Doctrines ‘

In contrast to popular superstitions, Wahhab emphasized the unity of God (tawhid). This focus on abseolute monctheism lead to him and his followears being i
referred to as muwahiddun, or “unitarians,” Everything else he denounced as heretical innovation, or bida. Wahhab was further dismayed at the widespread
laxity in adhering to traditional Islamic laws: questionable practices like the ones above were allowad to continue, whereas the religious devotions which
Islam did require were being ignored |
|
This created indifference to the plight of widows and orphans, adultery, lack of attention to obligatory prayers, and failure to allocate shares of inheritance '
fairly to women. Wahhab characterized all this as being typical of jahfliyya, an impertant term In Islam which refers to the barbarism and state of ignorance'
which existed prior to the coming of Islam. Wahhab thus identified himself with the Prophet Muhammad and at the same time connected his society with ‘
what Muhammad warked to overthrow. !

Because so many Muslims lived {sc he claimed) in jahiliyva, al-Wahhab accusad them of not being true Muslims after all. Only those who followed the strict!
teachings of al-Wahhab were truly Muslims because only they still followed the path laid out by Allah. Accusing someene of not being a true Musiim is |
significant because It is forbidden for one Muslim to kill another; but if someone is not a true Muslim then killing them (in war or In an act of terrorism}) |
becomes liclt. It would be hard to underestimate the importance of this principle to modern terrorists and extremists.

. |
Obviously, Wahhabli religious leaders reject any reinterpretation of the Qur'an when it comes to issues settled by the earliest Muslims. Wahhabists thiis \
oppose the 19th and-20th century Muslim referm movements which reinterpreted aspects of Islamic law in order to bring it closer to standards set by the ]
West, particularly with regards to toples like gender relations, family law, perscnal autonomy, and participatory democracy. ,'}Z;lf)l . l 1
|
S

Wahhabi Islam & Extremist Islam Today

Today, Wahhabism is the deminant Islamic tradition on the Arabian peninsula, though its Influence is minor in the rest of the Middle East. Because Osama
bin Laden comes from Saudi Arabia and is Wahhabi himself, Wahhabi extremism and radical ideas of purity have obviously influenced him considerably. T
Adherents of Wahhabi Islam do not regard it as simply one schoe! of thought out of many; rather it is the only path of true Islam — nothing else counts. i
{
Even though Wahhabism is a minority position overall in the Muslim world, it has nevertheless been influential for other extremist mevements throughout j
the Middle East. This can be seen with a couple of factars, first of which is al-Wahhab's use of the term jahiliyya to vilify a society which he does not consider:
pure enough, whether they call themselves Muslim or not. Even today, Islamists use the term when referring to the West and at times even to their own ;
societies, With It, they can justify overthrowing what many might regard as an Islamic state oy essentially denying that it is truly Islamic at all. 4

te
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1979 Seizure of the Grand Mosque in Mecca

The Attack and the Siege That Inspired Osama bin Laden

By Pierre Tristam
¥ Share thi

The seizure of the Grand

MIDDLE EASTISSUES g i ¥
CATEGORIES Mosque in Mecca in 1979 is
B —— a seminal event in the
Middle East 101 evolution of Islamist

terrorism. Yet the seizure is

Religion & Sectarianism: Islam's . e

Many Reformations mostly a footnote in
contemporary history. It

Oil & Energy shouldn't be.

The Arab-lsrasli Conflict The Gr. Mosaue in

S . - Meccea is a massive, 7-acre
Terrorism: Myths and Reality compound that can accommodate some 1 million worshipers at any one time,

( especially during the annual Lajj, the pilgrimage to Mecca centered on circling the _.....:]

sacred Kagba in the heart of the Grand Mosque,

—
Iraq; A Natien in Turmoll

- US-Mideast Policy from Harry

Trurman to George W, Bush The marbled mosque in its current shape is the result of a 20-year, $18 billion

= . renovation project began in 1953 by the House of Saud, the ruling monarchy in Saudi
VIEW MORE ~ ; Arabia, which considers itself the guardian and custodian of the Arab Peninsula’s
B holiest sites, the Grand Mosque topmost among them. The monarchy’s contractor of
choice was the Saudi Bin Laden Group, led by the man who in 1957, became the
EREE EMAIL father of Osama bin Laden. The Grand Mosque, however, first came to wide Western
NEWSLETTER attention on November 20, 1979.
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Coffins as Weapons Cache: Seizure
of the Grand Mosque
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wirw.endbime o &
iy i At 5 that morning, the final day of the hajj,

Sheikh Mohammed al-Subayil, imam of

SIGN UP 5
the Grand Mosque, was preparing to
Youcan opt-cur at any time. address 50,000 worshipers through a
Pleasarefer ta our rirhvicy paicy for contact . . .
intarmation. microphone inside the mosque. Among

the worshipers, what looked like mourners
bearing coffins on their shoulders and
wearing headbands made their way,
through the crowd. It wasn't an unusual
sight. Mourners often brought their dead
for a blessing at the mosque, But they had

no mourning in mind.

Sheikh Mohammed al-Subayil was shoved
aside by men who tock machine guns from



+ Al islam beneath their robes, fired them in the air
and at a few policemen nearby, and yelled
to the crowd that “The Mahdi has

appeared!” Mahdi is the Arabic word for messiah. The "mourners” set their coffins

down, opened them up, and produced an arsenal of weaponry that they then
brandished and fired at the crowd. That was only part of their arsenal.

An Attempted Overthrow By a Would-Be Messiah

The attack was led by Juhayman al-Oteibi, a fundamentalist preacher and former
member of the Saudi National Guard, and Mohammed Abdullah al-Qahtani, who
claimed to be the mahdi. The two men openly called for a revolt against the Saudi
monarchy, accusing it of having betrayed Islamic principles and sold out to western
countries. The militants, who numbered close to 500, were well armed, their

weapons, in addition to their coffin arsenal, having been stashed gradually in the

days and weeks before the assault in small chambers beneath the Mosque. They were
prepared to lay siege to the mosque for a long time, : ?\

The siege lasted two weeks, though it did
Ads not end before a bloodbath in

3 vs(;g,g, *ﬂifep ihg ’}fpt fat underground chambers where militants

b Yﬁméfﬁe 6 F’i i had retreated with hundreds of hostages—

ul{;evér ég)t th35&3 eggles You and bloody repercussions in Pakistan and

1] bel Iran. In Pakistan, a mob of Islamist
students enraged by a false report that the
United States was behind the mosque
seizure, attacked the American embassy in
Islamabad and killed two Americans.
Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini called the
attack and the murders a "great joy," and also blamed the seizure on the United
States and Israel.

In Mecea, Saudi authorities considered attacking the hold-outs without regard for the
hostages, Instead, Prince Turki, the youngest son of King Faisal and the man in
charge of reclaiming the Grand Mosque, summoned a French secret service officer,
Count Claude Alexandre de Marenches, who recommended that the hold-outs be
gassed unconscious.

Indiscriminate Killing

As Lawrence Wright describes it in The Looming Teaver; 2
af1i,

A team of three French commandos from the Groupe d’Intervention de la
Gendarmerie Nationale (GIGN) arrived in Mecca. Because of the prohibition
against non-Muslims entering the holy city, they converted to Islam in a brief,
formal ceremony. The commandos pumped gas into the underground
chambers, but perhaps because the rooms were so bafflingly interconnected,
the gas failed and the resistance continued. '
With casualties climbing, Saudi forces drilled holes into the courtyard and
dropped grenades into the rooms below, indiscriminately killing many hostages
but driving the remaining rebels into more open areas where they could be
picked off by sharpshooters. More than two weeks after the assault began, the
surviving rebels finally surrendered.

At dawn on Jan. g, 1980, in the public squares of eight Saudi cities, including Mecca,
63 Grand Mosque militants were beheaded by sword on orders of the king. Among
the condemned, 41 are Saudi, 10 from Egypt, 7 frotn Yemen (6 of them from what
was then South Yemen), 3 from Kuwait, 1 from Iraq and 1 from the Sudan, Saudi
apthorities report that 117 militants died as a result of the siege, 87 during the



