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Makkah was & thyiving city of the o plains of the Red

a1
3NN

it commandsd two dopoctant trade rowtes, one comnescbing with

and the obther agross the arabian desert to

sl s E
Malkidbeah profited from this favorables geographical looation amd

From the dirruption of trade created by the hostility betwsen

Byzantine Fomeg and the Sassanian Persia. They thus became
pra ] Uiy andd powerful .

precrcacadd nothing themselves ol dealt i the products

[t Mubamnmed s icth his tribesmen,
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higious and intlusntial group in all of Arabia.

Howesyar,  bheie

chation with Maklkah bhad besn short, 1

sincs it had been a nomadic tribe who

el bl e near Makkah.
o thim*mhﬁnga From nomad to sett] ed commeros, great

stistaction was evident in many arsas

doally centered

around the breakdowns of braditional tribal valuwes which had
protected the wealk under the bond of kinship.

arourel the emsrgences of a new merchant oligarohy who

was bhased wpon waalth, and arounsd the concent

i it S e

in private hands news val ues aros

rioameactd o

snt & m@ager existence with much

compitition betwes

tripes for bthe sperss land,



From time to time trikal groups were forced te migrate, always
ta the north since there was nowhere scouth for them to go.

the rough existence created a people who were reckless,
passionate and vibrant. theirse was literally a philosophy of
eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.

theay courted daafh tar the glory it wonld briefly bring one
who met it as a hero.

|

their prized virtues were generosity and steadfastness as well

as courage.

0

Religiously the pre-Islamic arabs lacked any religious conviction
or mythology which gave life meaning bevond the Here and rnow.

they recognized certain deities, and a host of demons and
gpirlits who inhabited springs and groves bud MHad o form of a
connected pamthemqi] [7

in fact thesse various deities constituted an additional
element in the genersl insecurity and fearfulness of life..

some deities had 5hrine5ldedicat@d to them and pilgrimages
were made to them.

such was the case with the three goddesses al—-Manat, al-Lat
arid al-Uzza whom the Buraysh callsd the *daughters of alizah.

these three figuwed in an important irncident esarly in
Muhammad® s career when he sepmed to waver in his devotion to the
orne God and relapse into paganism.

(1

eventually took ocver as the most important for Islam.

im

Ea’bah was an important shrine in Makksh which Muhammed

its principle god seems to have been Hukal, whom Muhammed




destroyed and replaced with worship of Allah. It contains a
gacrad black S%DHE {(prabably @& mgtaor) which was said to be sent
down from heaven by Goid in ancient timES;
The obligation of blood revenge was perhaps, as close to a
gernuine religious and mpral imperative as the Arabs recognized.
because of the clan structure, any offence agains anv member
af the clan was considered a crime against the whole clan.
Withouwt the support of ones kinemen no man could hope to

f

it was the withdrawal of his clan™s protection after the death

suwrvive, for he might become the victim of any whom he met. “‘P“

of his unlcle, Abu'Talin that fFinslly forced Mubammed to leave
Makkaiij

Muhammed (near S7E-432 C.E)

[Eegan his plblic career around &1F {precise date unknown) as a
preacher and religious lesader.

he helmméed to one of the poorer clans of the Guraysh and thus
had small claim to distinction among his fellows.

He had the habit for a long time of seculusion and meditation
i the barren hills surrounding the city.

these solitary vigsals came to a climay inm a seriss of intense
religious experineces in which he felt himsels to be overbarne by
divine powear and compelled to takelup the burden of preaching to
the people of his time. -

It gave a new wmrlﬁ view to the fArabs and became the hasis for

,

the formation of a new comnunity which sventually becams the

bearer of the most brilliant culture of the @ragjjﬁ'

e
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It did not come esasily as Muahamnad endured a crises of
p@rﬁmnality that was treumatic in the extreme and drove him
nearly to suicide.

howaver, with the help of his wife Khadijah who helped him to
grasp and understand bis prophetic calling, he accepted his role
as & prophet.

[Eg then began 'to decalare himseld & prophet of the one God and
to warn his fellow arabs of the cémgequemces of their misgulded
wéy of life.

Little is known about his life, not even the date of his hirth
is SHPEEJ

it is kpown hie was orphaned at an early age and that he was
braught up by & kindly uncle, Abu Talib, who never becasm a
muslim himsel+, but did protect Mubammad from the hostile
Maklkans,

[Eé marricied a wealltly widow, Ehadijah, and for as long as she
lived, Muhammad took no mthmr wife. they had several children
bBut one of his great disappointments was that none of his male
children survived childhadd. )

in later life, howsver, he contracted & number of marriages.

the im%mrmatidﬂ of his last ten vears, the years in Madinah,

is vastly fuller than the makkan periudi:] '

There was much hotility and rivalry between clans such that
violence was an elementnin the unpase which prevaded tribsl
society on the eve of Islam.

[}he effect of Muhammad®s message was to set sside laoyvalty £D
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the tirbe for lovalty to the newly formed religlous commanity

while at the same time preserving

cubtting aoross tribal

the values of solidarity, smubtual protection, ang mutual interest

within the Islamic Unmabh {(community). f;;l.
The Islamic community was a new and all-inclusive tirbe in
whieh all Muslims owed the duty of brothers to al others

Fragardless of bl ood Hiﬁﬁhimu? 5

it alz=c charmelad their warliks engergies into the serviose of
a nobhler causes,

thus ITslam preserved and buwilt upon the pre-islamic tradition
while subtly reorienting the pagan values by basing themn uapon &

comprehesive world view whose fundamesntal element was ona

apvereign oreative dedly.
Eans submission, surender, acceptance of obedience.

His call was twotold.

j: to recognize a sovereign divine power which fashions and
cortrol s human destins and

8. to commit oneseld in ever renewed obedience to following
fhe pattern ordained by the diving will Ffor men.

thus lslam is the resignation of oneself into the hands of
God, throughout 1ife and in all respects.

Gobigsddme than is & i&ﬁ’ﬁhm Folads this attituds which means
literally that gg&ﬁmmmitﬁ<gg%ﬁﬁlf Lo make the divine will the

thei
rorm of h#grli§e"

(It ie mot kpown bow long before he began preaching that e



first revelations collected in The Qur’an came to Mdbammad.

e was far from a&n immediate sucecess and in 1@ vears in

Makkah with his preaching only gathsred a handful of the

praminent men .  Most of his believers were slaves or members of

the lower classes.

opposition to him intensified and tho his own clan could
protect him from physical harm, nothing could stop the veribal
abuse poured on I“simj 3\5‘-— n,ef‘T' f'

at some point one group of his followers emigrated to

Abvyssinia tho the reasons are not cleasr.  Muslin tradition say
it was to escape persecution but recemlt scholarship has tended
to suggest that the move may reflect other motives, possibly &

controversy and division within the yvoung muslim community.

Oppasition to Muhammad in Makkah had several basis: .

1. there was & general refusal te take him seriously and
dismiss him as anothsr soothsayers familiar to the pre-islamic
aralzs.

2o the Makkans® response to Mhammad’s attacks wpon their

forefathers for whom he predicted punishment in hell as a

consequence of their misguided lives. this was an insult as was

questioning the authority of traditiorn. it threatened the whole

social fabric.

A, omost frightening of all his claim to be a prophet. I+ he

were accepted as such they would have no choice but to accept him

as the cheif man in the community.
the rich merchants were npt likely willingly to see their

&




place of primacy takenm over by another. He also attacked the
gods which meant the pilgrim trade which many Makkans relied on
for livelyhood.

he at no time attacked the cult of the Habhah.

[Ehe-braaking polint was reached for the Makkans when Mubhammad
began to enter into relations. with perscns in other places,
seeking alliances against his own people.

in the end he had to flee for his life after sending away most

of his followers. f:S

marks & deciéivefturning in Muhammad®s cearesr- but is also the
date +rom which the Islamic calendar is reckoned to begin. &322
C.E. | |
Im Madinah Muhammad®s situation was entirely different. He

alraady had followers there (some who had come on & pilgrimage to
the Ea®bah at Makkah.»

they arranged that he should act as arbitrator in a bhitter
displute abhoult the ocwnership of land which had pitched the éettled
tribes of the oasis against one antoher in a destructive blood
fued.

[gg went toe Madinah as a recognized leader, bringing others
with him including several of the Jewish religion tho arihic
speaking.

Mubhammad®s task was to consolidate his position which would
make a commanity under his leadership.

One of his first aclts was to draw up & document called the
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of Madinagh declaring all the Madinese--~Muslims,
Jews, and paémme alike-—to be one community urnder his leadership.
as time passed his conception of the community both narrowed
ard clarified until in the end it came to include only Muslims.
The struggle to establish himselfd firmly in Madinah was
difficult and long as there were still many who opposed Muhammad.
The tuw"an condemns these "hypoorites'" fo- their deviousness,
With the Jews Mubhammad soon came Lo, an open hreékﬂ some of them
5eing driven out and others killed or sold into slavery.
the céuse of conflict was the steadfast Jewish refusal to
accept Muhammad on his own terms as a genuine prophet.
these attitudes stung Muhamped because of his expectation
that the Jews and christians would recognize and scknowledge him

as a prophet like the cthers whom they r‘evemz-clJ gf{p)\ S

Orice established in Madenizh, he extended his network of power to

Bedouin tribes and was able to challenge even the power of
Maklkah.

His ohijective was to disrupt trade on which the city depended.

in 624 he attempted to intercept a Makkan caravan and caused a

hattle which the Muslims wor.
in further battles, tho greatly ocutrumbered, the Muslims won.
Military powesr was nither sffective against mubammad nor was it
the method which he himself uded to build his power.
_ . omaslenly
the secret of his success was his psteriy diplomacy based on
an instirnctive understanding of tribal relationships and the

natuwre of Makkan power.




Makkabh fell to Mubhammad in 38 and the Hababh was oleansed of

e pagan symibod s, that wvictory was achelved without & single

e stroke,
with Makkah captuwred, all remaining resistancs was shattered
arit the tribesmen came flocking in thousands o accept Tslam and

Lo pledge thelr alleglance to the prophet.

Mubammad died unexpeotedly in &38 after & bried illness.  In

Tl previcows 18 yvears he rose from the status of fugitive to the

y )
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most powerftul o marn i ﬁrahi%j P, ¥ gy p T
the fouwr guestions answered for PMuabammads
Uit con. was 1. dimn this life-pleasing Allah oho social

Frepw e Dived was the key Lo salvabtion. arre st Fol low

literally, the path to the water. must follow aws of

Islam becas

sase theaey were the laws of God.

e Highest real ity was obhvicously Sllah--—-masans the Sod.  not a
T

S haman pred. wes sin L. osin against god and, 2. sing against
Puman bhedngs.

was the greastest sin.  that s worshiping somelting as

Gicadd thalt is not. Ffelt Chedistians were doing that in worshiping
JeEsis .,
4. the solubion was follow the shiria obey the rules, save

o sed F .

he did belive that Jews and Christians were "people of the Book®

and had the possiblility of going to Heavera.



however, the most loving thing one couwld do is convert people

to Islam.

42??&?‘” aAJf J? %%- ""—-;f_-—
,B-uv{'kr:'a”h'rm'"s*m*r'ﬁ“f‘ ON BN

: 0T L e wdrrelr mw‘“’é‘{(
5%0;0 M\g PP éAGiD%* 54 m v,

7
hort




1 [ . ¥
- v'hm /¥ ﬁdjl. ﬂ o / YN |« "h_ 'k " £ & Lay / A
/ |

ma@ans siaply readbngeesesecibatdons

it ods made up of dbdbeSusabsecr chapters which were collected
aftter mobamnmads death. these are revelations which were given to
i throughout his Life.

this is the SendERERTRMawthembysforoMusibbns. in all matters
of religius berliet o practice.

the individual revelations are referred to as Our’ans.

Broth Mohammad and later muslims believed the Guwr’an to derive
from a heasvenly original, a book that is with Goo &
TWall-preserved tablet that only the pure may touch."

This book has been partially revealed to man from time to time
through & series of prophets including Moses, David and Jesus.

@® well as many others din all religions,

AL

A oseen in the light of the Islamic doctrine of propheoy,
history is & process of mankind®s having repeatedly fallen by
from the path marked out by divine guidance and 1ikewise havimg
beaen continuwally restored to it agaln by renewed acts of e iy
through the institution of prophecy.

there have besn as many &8 a hundred thousand, one st least to
@ach peoplae.

thus Mohammad™ s prophecy and the book which he spoke or
crecited under the stinwlus of inspiration were continuations of
et already establ ished divine method of communication with men as

it as the world itss-el.%ﬁ L ~—t Mrewn war f‘

thectogians in the thrid Islamic century underlinsd the

tloctring that the Qe an is wuicresated amd costernal with



Gigacd o g Uhie cbiwine me

tradition heas it that Mohammad was hesping & praver wvigll on ML,
Fira mear Makkals when an angelic visitor (later tradition says
Gabrdial )y cams to him and seicd "Igra’ or Recite. M. retfused at
First and the angel had to command three bimes and practicslly
choke hdm Defore be would give his consent.

ther Mubammnad received the first revelation which authorites

identify with Swah %&0 18

I

Mame of God, the Mewrciful, the Compassionate
s besh o Ty bhe NMame of thy Lord who
abed, crested Man of a

Bt otk
arel thy Lords is the Most
moddE,  wWhio taught by the Pen,
tawght Man that he knew nol.

This tries to meake it olear bhalt there was mno inttitive on

mudhammac & pert. Father the revel ation ceame against his will

the 114 swabs are arceanged by length from the longe to the

b oo g

2w the sarlisst chapters are full of outbursts about mans
rabal lion and Goo' s judgemendt.

the buwrahs were later diwvided into verses or ayvahs for the
sake of convienidences.,

The muslin convicticor that the Guean i= the very words of
God Rimseld, preserved edectly to the last syllable as they were
revealed, szplains many things about religious atttitudes and
practioce dn Tslam.

the G an cannot be translated since drabic is the only

[N



ranguage God used. They feel the Hebrew scriptures and the

eranslated.

Foothe GBur’an it sevs thed@ws aresnotetheschosen peopbestimme

.

v

issac but that they (the Muslims) are through Isma“el. _7 fe 3
Lhe muslim method of solving religious problems o @HDQUHdiﬁCIQT
normative belief and practice is that of deductive reasoning.
Lhe Qe an is used and then the implications of a revelation ars
comsidered for a given problemn.
Religious thinking among Muslims is bownd most closely to the
text of the Guran,
The Ghae " an which we bhave today was collected and ordered under
Thig inititive of the third Fhalifah, “Ubthman, who feared condlict
i the community over disagreemnesnts about the sacred book
in @eE an official text based on a docwmsmnt in the posssssion
of the daughter of the second Ehalifabh was published. Obker
versions of the qur’an were destroyved. We know of at least 4
ohher versions because of references Lo them.
today the Uthmanic Buran is the only recognized one.
however , the others have greast similarity to the official one
w0 critical scholarship and muslim faith both agree that the
thar"an dis an authentic record of the message which Muhammad

declared to the frabs.

The Five Pillars of Islam
These are the most basic duties for muslimes. Lhey are

clescribed not in the Gue'arn but in & law books called 1ok,

)



L
urnder the section of obhligations owing to Bmﬁ.j 4

-

e

Five are witnessing, ritual prayr, fasting in the month

et Famacar, almsogdving aned the pdlogramage bo Maklkab,

- Witnessing

itods obligatory uporn every Masliso btol give publio b mory

of hds faith odn the wnity of God and the prophethood of Mabammead
.tnyf varbal declaration

Lhe customnassy farmula reads, "1 testidy that there ds no God
Bt the one God, and Mabhammad ds his prophet.

of witmesses is the mark of a

this affirmation in the presencs

gther articles of bhelief deemed sssential but not included in

the witnessing Fforoula are belied dn angesls, in the books of Eod,
in all the apostles and in bthe coming judgement day.
Ritual Prayer

e othe most visible mark of Islamic pielty which adult muslims
e sound mind and body evervebesre are edpectend to perform &as &n

abrsmolube obRligation Five times each day.

e sl ppese Fac

sm Makkah standing, then goss to a kneeling
prossd bl or and then bowing in oprostration.  each of the five times

Fras e i Frerent recitation from the Guran, praises to God and

crivbresr  poray s s,
this camn only be dome in a stete of ritual puwity thus it is

abways preceded by & washing or & full bath:j |77

it de customary for mosgues o have the facilities for this

14



proed Fiocation

on Fridays there ig a special

of salat along with a congragaltio

congragaltional prayer

cheo From Uhe pulpit whihe in

Prim @

ke fFotmch.

ey

Fuerd b e

of {fetore

il

PR oy @
after sunset) are annouanced From

whics calls to praver.)

this is & great bond of unity

There are many obher kinds of

catalog to accompany eaoh aot and

this gives & devobional

ervverlooked.

k

CFasting duein

g

-

Phis celebrate whiern "the Gue?

duty upon every adult Muslim.

zince Muaslims follow s Lunsr

the month of Ramadan moves

Tl vear.

throughout the month Ffalthful

Fght where the Buran s recited

b completed within the span of

e srnd of the month of fastin

I s o the

ivalot the

YEET

iw omormally fol ]l owed

richness

month of Ramad

successl vely thra all

value given to the perdormancs

Il v

G ERETT MO

Ly

marty mosgues s bhe only

i ome,  dawn, noor,  afternoon,

& minaret but a mut adhdbin (one

for Islamic peoples e@varywhare.

pravers , in fact an entire

wnclertaking of Life.

ie ofhen

o Telam whioh

an

ary came cown' s Ls another

calandse for religlous plrposes,

tThe sEasons of

sl i ms meet in nosgues i thae

i divisions that allow it to

rights.,

g odiwm omarked by the greatest

faatival of the

L ar
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irmaking of the +fast.

itods jovous, and attendsd servioes of the yvear.
i omary countries it ds the custom to wear new clothing, to

s Chrarigge gl fts. P é;

visit friends, and to

Thpse who do not have to feast dwing the daylight hows during

Flamadan are thsose who are 111, bravelers who bave beogur bhedle

jorrey bedore suanrlse, those who must use strenoous laboe and

some obthers but the Sharilah  provides that the davs of fasting

miust e mass WE dn SOmE CRBEE. l

asting at obther timss is also widely practiced as an act of

g@l F-digciplineg and dedication to God.

slam howswver, generally counsels moderation dn fasting as in

things, and most authorities forbid fasting more than four

claves continously oubside Ramadar.

ing of A

da bhe fourth pillar and is associated with ritual prayer &as &
mign of submission to the auwthority of the prophet.

musl ims e obligeted to pey Fixed amounts on various buyvpas
cof peoperty, andd bhe revenus 8o ool lected may be soploved only
Fon specified purposes of which the most isoportant are help to

the poor and meedy and to the wayfarer, ad support for the oause

crf iy dewe . to Finance the holy war against im%iﬁmlityi}'
an dindividual may pay his faket or alms directiy to ﬁnw whi

meecs DL bult o most the time 1t has besn threough the stabe.
Ehis has bhecoms much more complicated as the various states

Pravve adopbed obher tedes but it ds an obligebtion on every muslim

] &



i the shariah.

pEvonod the milmaman designat

is bthe last of the five pillars and is the duty of svery
midslim, male or female, who can possibly afford it. camver smhvenad o

T .

e i@ Lide

gy oat L
for many mdsElims the pilgrimage is the desamn and goal of &

L Fe

ome ancd many Labor and struggle for oyvears o save the sums

mecessaTy Lo acoomplish it
the ceraemony of the Haij tabkes several davs to falfill and
dates back to pre-islamic times.

it ods & good example of how Mabanmad adapbted certain of the

practic

. . o . - s “ = oy \
g of his ancestors to the new world view of l%lamnz_;J

the primnciple parts of the cerenorsy aren 1. bthe assumpblon of

pilgrim dress upon entering the sacred ares.

y

ae cirouwmanbulation of the K

Viiralh, ol imasced by Lrgg bhe

Black stone sel in one of its corners.,

runming back and forth bebween the hills of Bata and
B i - /
Plarwah et Lo/ ﬁ’*’(""’?? ?j’ #lyffb W’chédﬂ“ W"‘L"‘ i /@M"”/

4 owmbanding at the hill of "Aratat” and casting stones at

Flima. it consis af throwing seven stones onto oneg of three
riles of stone.

Tl mesaring of this ceremony s not olesr bab oowslim

commeEntators have explained it as "stoning the devil. "

shoom o these the pillorim pircprer ls Firmd

srvE one more set of cerenonies the

| F

bt it ds customery Lo ol




most important of which is the sacrifice of an animal.

[5%15 pocasion at the end G#“the Faji provides the islamic
world with its secaond greatest festival the Id gl-fdha, orF
festival of =sacrifice.

not anly the pilgrims hut‘all Muslims who can afford it make
macrifice on that dav. Mu&h af the meatr from sacrificial

animals goes to the pDDWﬁ] F):%

the range of Islamic ceremony is not limited to the five pillars
tho they are the fundamentals of muslim worship.

there are many cbher times of significance including the
celebration of the birthday of the prophet.

Amorg the Shiak the most important day of the year is the
terth of the month of Mukarram, on which the martyedom of imam
Husayrm is remembered and lamented. {will discuss more later)

forr the millionsg drawn to Bufi piety, each thursday night is a
time of particular impartance, when the Sufi circles meet to
"remember" the name of God, for on that night God is believed to

dras cleose to the earth to hear the petitions of the faithful.

the D an becomes the source for most Islamic law and is the
central symbol of Islam. considered the unchanging word of God

thus one of the worst sins one could commit was innovation.
mystics and others were later persecuted because it was
cornsidered that they were changing God s Law.

o) unlike Christian and Jewish scriptuwres, there is no alegesses

or critical study of the Gw?an. it is interpreted

4
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traditionally.
it is the rallying point for all Muslim thinkers and

movensnts. resists any change——no interpretation allowesd.

one obher ideal that needs to be mentiorned is the holy war or
Jihad.

anyorne who dies for the faith either in defense or to spread
Icslam will go immediastely to Heaven. |

one cannot overemphasize the strengh the bw’an holds for

Muslins.




