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and plant

B the paleclithic cultwre covered approgimately | omillion

wesirs which is folloe mesalithic or old stone age

2ol by
) e,
nealithic culbure (new stone age) began at different

®im i difrerent places.  The neclithic period marks the

Eransition from food-gathering and hunter societies to
Bood-producing societies.

the middle sast, the necolithic period began aboub

g

Eo.C. B and ended with the beginming of the bronze age

@l ot 5 s L i Denmark the neolithic period covers
The time Z560 B to 1988 B, and in Autrailia the aborigines
Frave never begun the neolithic age.

Im the MNe mhille of domesticating

animal s, ocultivating farmland, ewaving oloth, and making
pot tery were devoel aped,
this led to the emergencs of twe new kinds of sociebyl

pPastoral and agricul tuwral or

astoral secietiss tend to be "Uranian', that is the prime

-

el iglows symbol ds the sky, which is the abode of the gods.



view powsr of thelr disties in the Bhy,

The sl et g

sUrt,  thunder, and storm which are the forces which herders

re omuch concerned about.

These societiss and their gods are uslally patri

This pattern is found in many early civilizations. The
Breek Zeus and Roman Jupitar, the semetic (Hebrew) YW,
Indra and Varuna of the frvans, Thor of the Scandinavians
are examples of "High Gods" of the sky related to pastoal

religion.

tend o stress the

agricultural o

Frecurring ovoles of springtime and Marvest, of the

regenerative and reproductive powers of nature.

The prime symbol is the Earth, not the sly. The feminine

Frather tharn the masculine.

The basic concern is with birth, fertility, growth, and
matuwration., HMHere a goddess often assunes presninencse over a
gt .

I various ways agricultural religions have oriented
themselves toward symbols of a great goddess——"mother of
whaat", or "Mother of Maize'.

cealt Mother "appears as the Greek

In later religions the G

Diana, Demeter, Hecate and Fersephone, the Roman Cyvbele, the
Imdian Kali. She is Inanna int the Sumerians, Ishtar to the
Agsyrrians and Rabylonians, Isis to the Egyptians, and Mary

tao the Christians.



A key image in agricultwal religion is the seed which

i the earth, only to come to life again as a
burgeonlng Crop.

The palttern of death and rebirth in endless alternation,
just as the lifte of summer alwayvs follows the death of

winrnte

e dsm o celebrsted in omythoand ritual.

Humarn and animal sacrifice plaved a significant role at
times in agricultural religion. I order to influsnce,
encourage, antd participate in life processes that are
fartile and bounteouws, agricultuwral communities sometimnes

made ritual offerings of buman beings, wholse death was

helieved to release the powe Lide and fertility in the
coemnunl by

The patterns of agricultural religion later merged with

those of archaic civilizations. — G‘U ftf 4 w )/7/ e ]7&»? m
g4
fa_,,i z%- loa =

Eaynt

civilization is nmot a synonym for cultwe. a culture is
the totality of learned, socially transmitted bebhaviour
present in & human soclely. Thus, by definitian, avery
soolety has a oulture.

neivilization” refers to & certain kind of social and

cultural organization that emerged in the MNear East around

4 B
twe basic characteristiacs of civilizations are the use
cof wedting and the greaters difterentiation of the parts of

the social complex when compared to & primitive sociatl
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ot of

the dev cities, whhanization, is also & mark

of givilization.

Firmally, metalw gy developed in the bronge age starting

arcoarted A@EdE B, coincides with the rige of civilization.

Fyeam o BES (he conguest by Perela) there was a
sucossslon of great srchaic civilizations which emerged in
the Tigres-Buphrates valley-—the Sumerian, the Rabyloniarn,

the Assyrian and the Chaldean.

Im the Mile wvalley dwing the same period the Egyptian
civilizatiaon dominated from about 388¢ Lo its fall to the
Feral ans  wndes Oyrus the Great in 525 R,

These civilizations exhibit & common religious form in
which the political structwre and the divine structure of
the cosmos are considered as congruent partes of an external
sacred pattern and process. ie@. Che buman political world
im viewsd as & micorocosm of the divine macrocosm.

the religions of these Mear Eastern civilizations are a
fusion of religious forms operatiave in agericultural

societies with forms concerned with the political life of
5
.,

the community centered 'n the gireat cities.

The ity and the swrounding aress devoted to farming
were parts of an integrated social syvstem. Im Mesopotamia
marty of the townspeople worked their own fields and their
Pives were regulated by & calendar which harmonized
societies progress thro the year with the change of ssasons.

the worshiped & pantheon of gods that dnoluced




Eniil, head of the pantheon who was the beneficent and
#atherly creator of sun, moon, vegetation and implements
gssential to human control.

Enki and Minke (lord and lady of the earth) are in some
qythﬁ gaid to be the parents of Enlil.

Dumuzi is a hero who later assumes the role of a
fertility god, representing the dying and reviving
vggetatiann He was, according to myth, the consort of
Inanna. the love goddess, who sends him to the region of the

dead to abide there in her place.

With the Assyrians and Babyloniarns, Inanna ie called

Ishtar or fAstarte, and Dumuzi is Tammuz mentioned in the

Bible in Ezek. 8:14 with the women weeping for him.

Jardulk defeats the

the epic of cragtion iz given in whicl

dragon Tiamut and - consort Apsyfand creates the world

firom her body, inclding\oumang Thus he is the controller

of the destiny of the wardn, he founds Babylon and its

g
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the epic of creation is given in which Mardulk defeats the
dragon Tiamut and her comsort Apsu and creates the world
firom her body, inclding bumans. Thus ke is the controller
of the destiny of the world, he founds EBabylon and its
temple and hecomes its rmational god.

this is an esdcellent edample of & myth of transition when
pne civilization overwhelms another and replaces its gods
with their own.

the myth of Adam and Eve is ancther such myth in which
the symbolse sacred to the fertility religion of the
Caananites {(the fig tree, the serpent’ are shown to be the
cause of the fall of humans into sin.

The creation m?th is connected with certain ritual
caremonies in which agricultureal and gpolitical myths are
combined.

thus the BRabylonian king begins his reigre on New Year's
day in the month of MNisan at the time of the spring rains.

the Akity festival was usually performed. It apparently
included ceremonies where the king was divested of his
Crowr, ring, &nd scepter, only to be re-invested with them
after he declared his innocence of wrong—doing be{mre
Marduk.

This ceremony was correlated with other svmkolic acts
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acknowledging the threst of chaos.

the Enuma Elish was read and ritual enaciment of Markuk's
victory over Tiamat was performed.

evidently at the end of this sacred festival, the king
and gqueen or & selected priestess sngaged in ritual
intercourse symbolizing the umion of Ishtar and Tammuz,
which ensured the continued fertility of the sarth.

Theze civilizations of the Mear East were centered in
the idea of kingship.

the king was the mediating point that joined the world
gf the gods and the world of human socisty into a single
dyrnamic interacting process.

Thru the agency of the king, human scciety functiconed
accarding to the norms and patternd decreed by the gods and
which the gods also edemplified in their relaticons to one
another.

The king in Mesopotamia was expected to deal justly and
without favor, to “defend the weak against the strong® and
to take the part of the fatherless and of the widow.

thus, the political patterns in human socciety reflected
the pattern of authority that sl=o coperated among the gods

themsel ves.

There is an important difference betwesn Mesopotamis and
Egypt in the idea of kingship.
Irn Mesopotamia the Hing was the agent of the gods and

Frulaed in their name but he himself was human and subject to
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death
search for eternal lifs that even he cannct ocbtain. The
myth shows the essential finitude of man, even the king.
only the gods are immortal.

Egypt on the other hand, has the Fharobh himself regarded
as one of the gods who had descended among men.

In the Egyptian scheme, the sccial aorder, thru the
anthority of lthe divine pahrosh, has itself been divinized.

The Egyptian pantheon of godes included Heorus depicted in
human shape with & falcon®s head.” He was the god of
balitical suthority and the pharosh was sometimes regarded

as the hingly incarmnation of Horus on garth.

the cult of Isis and Osiris

In the myth, Osiris is killed by his brother Seth. Isis
Fig sister/wife mourns him and thru magic spells gets
herself impergnated by her dead husband.

She gives birth to Horus to whom the gods give the
rights and dignity originally belomging to his father..

Ogiris is then restwed to life and made sovereignh ovVer
the realm of the dead.

It seems the cult was directed toward the idea that the
dying pharoah assumes the role of Osiris and his successor
that of Horus.

The wvigor of egyptiarn belisef in lite after death

empowelred the Egyptian religion to persist in some form as

£




late as the sixth cernt. 6.D. in the cult of Isis and Osiris.

The Egyptian pharach fAmenhotep IV (Akhenaten?) tried to
institute a monotheistic cult centered on the worship of the
sun disk under the name of Aton. it was short lived and
destiroved by the BEgyptian priests on his desth. This is
where the curse on the tomb of Tutankamen originates as he

was the son of Akbhsnatan.

p——

sreek Religion

i1

Greek religion is the product of a fusion of the-culta of
a native popwlation, the Pelasgians., with those of northern
invaders (fArvans).

behind the pantheon of gods with which most are tTamiliar
are rituals and practices tied in with tribal patterns of
thought and behavior.

Homer, author of the Iliad and the QOdvssey seems to be
responsible for the Formaligatiwﬁ af the various ritual
beliefs into a systematic pantheon of gods in which each
divinity possesses a distinctive indivduality.

The pantheon which emerged during the classical periocd
included Zeus, the sky god, Hera his wifet Ares, god of war:

Hephasstus, god of fire and of the smithy, Palliss Athena
goddess of wisdom who guided Athensi Spollo the =sun god and

god of music. he is the edemplar of calm, clear reason, and

tight.
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The Olympian gods comprise the wranian {(pastoral) slement in
Greek religion which is dominasnt during the classical
periad. This was brought in by the Aryan invaders arnd the
pantheon has sguivlents in Indis which the Arvans brought in
thares.
However, there are other important elements.

first, the cult of the Chithonoi. spirits who live in the

dark recesses of the essrth. They are connected with

fertility and death. These spivrits have the gualities of

demons, hobgoblins, gods of the night, darkness, terror, and

they are not evil in the absolute sense but represent
.the darker passions and fears of humans contrasted with his
aspiration after light, clarity and fresdom.

the other non-0lvmpisn elemt in Greek religion 1s the
presnece of various "mystery religionsg” Dont krnow i+ they
are indiginous to Greesce or brought in from gsia Minoe.

Three are important: Qrphismy, the Dicnysiasn cult and the

HiSMy iR LIPS RN Shab

The Eleusinian myvsteries celebrates the ﬁtgry of
Demeter and her daugfbter Fore, who was abducted by Hades,
god of the dead, and taken to his realm.

Demeter, one form of the great mother of fertility,
morruned and did not allow the agricultursl realm to
rejuvinate itself.

Zeus convinced Hades to give up Kore but while there she

had saten a pomsgranate seed and thus had to retwns to Hades

i




sach vear. Winter and summer were the seasons of her
descent and return.

The rites of this cult enabled the members to feel they
were participating in the divne evhets proclaimed in the
myth. This was & nine day ceremony and was the "thing to
do" in the ancient world.
the culit of Dionysus still present in the Mardis Gras,
cultivated frenzied and orgiastic emcticons and dances and is
often contrasted with the calm and clarity of Apocllo.

He was the son of Zeus, born from-his father s Lhody when
his mother died before giving him birth.

The Orphic cult has a similar story to tell about Orpheus
but is mainly conceirned with Orpheus search for his love in

the land of the dead.

These mystery cullts promised the initiate access to s kind
of immortality not available to the outsider.

Other cults that influenced Mediterransan cultures
include the mysteries of the Fhrygian Cvbele and Attis {(made
the official religion of Rome by Cléudius inm 31 ALD.)Y and
the cult of Isis and Osiris. In the second cent. the cult
of the Fersian light-god Pithras was populsar. (R, day on Dec.
23

The important festuwre of these cults is they reveal a
growling independence +rom their original culture. Most of

the mystery cults are not tied to & specific tribe, or
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nation, but form universal =societies composed of members

from & variety of places.

Religions of Roman civilization

The religious practices of the ancient Romans were
centered around the family and civic life.

thiru symbol and rite & respect was paid to the numincus
powers and forces believed to he present.in natural
phenomena and in hearth and home. Obtto coined the term
"muminous" to characterize the feeling of religiocus awe on
the basis of this Roman usage.

Later the numina, which at first were felt as vague
forces in archaic seymbels and ritwals, took on more specific
forms in the familiar pantheon of Roman gods which were in
marty instances patterned after Greek models.

Thus Jupiter is the sky gmq: Jurne, his consorti Diane,

the moon goddess: Neptune, the sea godi: Mars, the war god.

as the Foman empire emerged in the first centwy its

approach Lo religion changed. it created a cosmopolitan

approach as philozophers noted similarities between the gods

of different religions and cultures.
two attitudes existed among educated romans. one was

sheptism sbout the truth of any religiocus system. thus many

romans of the pericd treated the gods & postical expressions

7
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not as matters of conviction.

the other attitude was the attempt of some philosophers
to create & syncretistic comprehensive religicus syetem in
which gods form a number of different cultures are included.
the Emperor Julian attemplted w/o success to impose such a

syetemn as the official religion of the empire as & whole.

One Roman philosopher, VYaro, summerized the forms under

threes h@adiﬁgs:

mytheoleogical religion, represented by the gods referred
to in the writings of poests and sometimes worshiped by
numerous groups of the populaces

Civic religipn, represneted by those rites that maintsined
lovalty to the Roman stateid and

natural religion, represented by the speculations of
philosaphers like the Flatonists and the Stoics.

The Romans had to develop a sense of loyalty to Roman
avthority to control its empire. thus, rites of cheisance
to the emperocr as a divine personage were instituted as a
supplemnent to other existing réligioz practices. This
resulted from & pragmatic desire to acheive political unity.

Im 212 C.E. the Roman empire adopted Christianity as the
gtate religion.
iranian influence op western religions.

spoke of Zorocastrian bkelief in lectuwres on India so will

cover others.
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Mithraism

Mithira was omriginslly an GSrvan god and was worshipped in
Iran as the god of contracts. He preserves truth arnd order,
destroying the disruptive forces of evil, anger, greed,
priride and procrastination, all evil gods and men.

as guardian of contracts, he determines when the period
of the devil’s rule will end and as guardian ﬁ% tiruth, is
fhe judge of the souwl at death. His ceming "amid the homage
of the meghk and lowly® in days of victory is awaited.

some christian witers mention an Oracle which fortells
the gods coming at the_end of the world to destroy the

wicked withy fire and to save the rightous. many Roman

monuments depict his birth and some 5th cent. Christian

texts imply there was a Mithraic myth foretelling the

appearartce of a star which would lead magi to the birthplace
of Jesus.

Mithra is an important and popular diety and still
occupies an important pleace in Zorocastrian ritual.

His cult was popular east to India and west to Gsia
Minor.

Mithraism first entered Rome in &8 R. and in the Znd cent
#. it spread as far as northern Briton. It was exculsively
a male cult carried by soldiers,

Haptism was the sagrament for- entrance and the initiste
had to submit to both physical apd spiritual testes. He was

expected to sdhere to a strict moral ceode. in retwn he was

JO




promised a share in the resurection.

The central belief of the cult was the sacrifice of a
Buil by Mithras. This act was both ﬂreatiye antd redempltive.
The worshipper lochked back to & sacrifice at the beginnming.
when 1ife had come put of desath, and forward to the final
sacrifice by Mithras when the last animal to die would give
men the elixir of immortality. A foretaste of this gift
could bhe sahred in the regular commuarion meal of bread and

wirie in which the priest represented Mithra.

The Mandesns
or Nazoreans, are a small sect still in existence in
sputhern ITrag and neighbowing Iran. claim descent from
John the Raptizst and believe their ancesters fled with the
fall of Jerusalem in 78 &,
they are & mixture of semetic, Iranian elements and much
Grnostic content.

They use no anthropomorphic language but call God things
like *king of light® "Lord of greatness®. the world is
created by emanations from the King of light, one of the
most important of these bing the savious, Manda d”Hayye (the
kriowledge of Life, whence the name of the sect.

Evervthing in the materisl wold has its heavnly
counterpart. the light is trapped in people and in matter
at the end of the world, the sowl of the picus will be

liberated. Afeel Judaism and Christianity are false

religions which inhibit the realease of the souwl slong with

17
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the planets, stars and material world.

Baptism wards off evil spirits and is essential
salvation. & ritual meal is associasted with it and
is very important and must be dmﬁe proper-ly oar dire
consgguences ensue. Asceticism is not practiced and

considered a way to free the soul.

plague in the 19th cent. killed virtually aill the priests

to

rritusl

is mot

20 » tho a new heirarchy was formed, no new replacements

segm to be coming.

influence of Iranian religion

the influence on Islam has been such as to help it

develop from an Arabian into an international religion

growth ot the mystical movement, the Sufis, and the saviour

concept may owe something to Iranian influence.

lran®s greatest influence has been on the development of
Judago-Chrristian belief. It is widely accepted by biblical
scholars that the later Jewish concepts of the devil,

arn afterlife, the resurrection, and the end of the world and

the saviow imagery were all coloured by Zorcastianism and

Mithraism. These beliefs have affected the very foundations

of Judaiem and particularly Christianity.
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Deor* € know for sure i+ the mother—goddess is tne first

sei o of the concept of deity, ot her symbolism was

the most srominent festwres in prehistoric religionm in the

m

-

Hpper Falaeolitnic age with sculphtuwred "Venuses® and piher
enblems in decorateg caves.

This symbol bDecane the central feEature in the cult of the
Breat Mother in the ancient near east, the fesgesan, Urete and

HWeobern Asia.

A o the neces

s by of Doth male amd fTemsle in procrsstion
was recognized she became assooisted with the vouryg god as

.

oonsorit/son. She remained the orucial partners, ot both
El . ‘\‘ e fee o - B ] - ) HES - s - 5 . [
piaved thgir respective rolls in the sgasonal drama of
creative snergy. the female passive and receptive the male
ackhive.
Firon nenlithic times on phallic symbols were increasingly
prevalent, ¢ho maternal lmagery wass predominart in Restern

As1a and the esstern Mediterranesr, where the mals god was

subordinate to the goodess.

She waz always supreme because she was the source of lits
Bl male partner was only secondasily ner spouse.

=i

The creative powsrs were secondasry and denendent wpon

Yorces oviEer whioch man had oot & limited control. &L life

was Dorn oy gdeath. Even bthe Grealt Mother became & bragic

Filgpare as onany myths portray her pursuing her searoch far har

\




lover—-gson amid tamentation and wos,

i

The goddess is ralled By many namss but the similarities
i omyth and ritual far outweigh the differences. The
symibnls (tree, sake, eto.) associatern spexs of & unified
religious understanding centering in the Middie East.

the hypothesis to explain this pervasivernsss finks to
archalc peoples’ belief that Feproduction is soley the
Tereation® of the female. the female roie in reproduction

was obvious but the male's not 5o mueh.

that the Oreat Godode

represented ag archaic
cmncluéﬁgnj arrrived st from the Human eNperisence, that sarly
peoples found most mysterious, #WEZOme, and cructal -t

creaticn @f rnew 1ifo,

are oredited with creation ano also with

cultural arts such as the alphabet ano writing, medicine,

ard sgriculture,

in archaic religion-8he is valued as ore

whose sacrsd fertility affects the tribes gsWrvival, and
whose economic role is vital.~—as shamesns and thiviners, many

have high etatus.

gr-Amazan myths cams £ om Libya, anatolia,
Bulgarig, breesce, Armenia and Russis, Don®t know 14 they

really fought alonoside men or i their sexual powsr and

-

"

fenmale somiseties® autihority raised & certain militancy in

the early conscicusress of WameEnt e potential.

Mamy groups had goddesszs  of intelligence, Emowl mdne,

#rnd wisdomn., Demeter {6-.) and Isis EQL) were Laeglvers.

¥l




There ie pvidenoce that archeis culbtures did indesd breat
women moare sgui tably then most later socigtiss. Edr the
i, i )

Dirth of a +temale was & Blessing, women had presstigious

religlrous ceremnonies, could be scribes, heslers or

Many gehoalars apline thast the Grest Goddess cultures were

morE pacitist than warliihke, more demccratic then autocoratic.

The change Lo e

of m P(S
Wharn the pabriarchal religions e et
Con?.ur T reliqions .mupw/u who Worshipgptd o

Ampther goddess about AT years ago, their scrigtural

the

~

Al ﬁm1bSPﬂ1 avbhorities hecane "orthodody " and the
female-~orientesd fertility religion beceames "foul deviances"

as @ reeunldt women were subordinale and women'es sedualiiy
e ircumsorilbed and deval aeid.

Edampler attitude of gatrisrchal reloion towards temple

rprostitution.
a. constdered sacred to goddess

critics called it prostitution

i

te i ldren in matrilinisl socoieby wers never 11ligitimate
tat in a patrisrchel socieby children had to have hloodline
[T @ .

sdample in sarchaldc societies was considsred

& mowekTul bhing. Could be Doth constructive and

destructive. Thus a widely practived taboo attachess to
menstirating women because they gmanate & dangerous "soman
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Orgirmally it represented respect for oF reverence for
wWomant s power of fertitity.

Ir most naetive Angrican understanding woman s fertility
iw ppposite man’s killing powsc (unting o warrise) . Thas
a man dare not ses & woman at that time for it clashes and

critees lose of both fertility and man®s ability o Mt or

This view hasg heern diztorted by the so ﬂalledkﬁhigher
‘rmligiqﬁﬂ” (ITslam, Juwdaism, and Christianity as well as the
indian {(aryvean originated) religions) to make women
"unclaean” at this bime. (ses Leviicus 135019440

Thus, to the measwure that humarity fost vivio contact with
o)

zuch fertility, that it distanced itsels from the fertile

cosmnes, wamnen tended Lo lose religiously based status.
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